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New Beginnings
In just his first 20 months on the job, Creighton 

Prep President Fr. Tom Neitzke, SJ has launched 

a new, healthier dining program, hired a new 

principal, helped guide the formation of the 

new Loyola Scholars program, and speeded 

renovations and upgrades around campus such 

as the work recently completed in the Lloyd 

Skinner Student Chapel.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fr. Tom Neitzke, SJ
President
Creighton Preparatory School

Welcome to the fall 2016 issue of the Creighton Prep magazine! Among 
other great items in the following pages is a cover story on the new 
beginnings at Prep as well as profiles of alumni, faculty and staff who  
are doing fantastic work at the school and in other locations, inspired  
in part by their experience of this special place.

As noted in the cover story, we are off and running with the new, full 
service lunchtime dining program that started with the first day of school 
in August and has been a hit ever since with our students and employees. 
I am very pleased with the efforts of Director of Dining Services Jon Dye 
and his Flik Independent School Dining staff to provide everybody here 
with delicious food that is fresh made daily and healthy. 

With an entire five months of experience as Prep’s principal, it also seemed 
like the right time to give you a more detailed profile on Jim Bopp. His 
arrival is also a major new beginning here. I have known Jim for a long 
time, going back to our days as Jesuit novices when he was my boss for 
a short while. Now, even though our reporting roles are reversed, it is a 
privilege to see him work on our behalf and to talk with him about the 
possibilities for teaching and learning that loom large in our future.

Speaking of the future, I am excited about the progress in strategic 
planning that is being directed by Jeffrey J. Huber ’87, a current member 
of our Board of Trustees and the president and CEO of Home Instead, Inc. 
Jeff’s enthusiasm for Prep and his ability to pull together the resources and 
input needed on the project are nothing short of amazing. When the time 
is right, I look forward to sharing more details on the results of that work 
and what it means for us as a community.

As we finish the year with the annual celebration of the birth of our Lord, 
otherwise known as the most important new beginning in our Catholic faith, 
please know that all of you are in my thoughts and prayers for a blessed 
holiday season and a healthy and happy 2017. If you are available, 
please join us for our annual midnight Mass early on Christmas Day in  
the Sullivan Center.

Finally, I want to thank you so much for supporting Prep. Through the 
time you spend at our events, the talent you bring to volunteering and the 
treasure you commit to the AMDG Annual Fund, BASH and other avenues 
of giving, you provide all of us with the inspiration and the drive to keep 
improving everything we do for His greater glory.  

Sincerely,
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The Council of Regents serves as an executive advisory group 
that engages in periodic strategic discussions with the president 
of Creighton Prep and the school’s senior leadership. Regents 
are recognized leaders and ambassadors for Prep in Omaha’s 
business, social, religious and philanthropic communities. 

The school would like to thank the following members of the 
2016-2017 Council of Regents for their work on Prep’s behalf, 
including Mickey Anderson ’86, Gregory J. Boulay ’79, William 
A. Fitzgerald ’55, Todd A. Foje, William J. Gerber, William G. 
Hamik ’70, J Terrence Haney ’51, David L. Hefflinger ’65, Scott 
C. Heider ’81, W. Todd Johnson ’84, W. Gerald Jurgensen ’69, 
James A.C. Kennedy III ’71, Richard T. Kizer ’67, Wende 
Kotouc, Sean T. Mullen ’74, James B. O’Brien ’65, Michael J. 
Scherr ’60, Tobin A. Schropp, E. Terry Sibbernsen ’64, Kenneth 
Stinson, Edward G. Warin ’65, Doug R. Wilwerding ’81 and 
Gary K. Witt.
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A NEW PROGRAM FOR  
HEALTHIER LUNCHTIME DINING
On Friday, February 5, 2016 just after approval by the Board  
of Trustees, Fr. Tom Neitzke, SJ announced to Creighton Prep 
parents the plan to implement a new, full service lunchtime 
dining program with fresh, healthy foods that would serve as  
“a milestone addition to Prep’s health and wellness program.” 

Since that announcement, lots of hard work was accomplished to 
begin service with the August arrival of students. A presentation 
was made to parents in February by Prep and Flik Independent 
School Dining representatives on the elements of the program, 
hiring was done by and for Flik ISD staff in the summer, and the 
Henry L. Sullivan, SJ Campus Center was extensively remodeled 
with the help of the Kiewit Building Group.

Construction work included the installation of a new, full-service 
kitchen, space for multiple points of food service, a durable rubber 
floor with a large “CP” logo displayed in it, 60 new tables and 600 
chairs, the application of fresh paint and the addition of seven 
stained glass windows to accommodate more light in the western 
half of the space. For the design and build of those 
windows which were added in September, the 
school worked with Omahan Mark Lambrecht of 
Lambrecht Glass Studio, Inc. 

Above the dining area, a large “Ad Majorem Dei 
Gloriam” sign was added to remind students 
to act for the greater glory of God and two new 
projectors were installed to assist with events held 
in the space. At the northeast corner, near where 
the piano stage was removed, an elevated seating 
area consisting of a long row of chairs and a work 
surface was installed, becoming a popular place for 
students to meet, work on school projects and charge their iPads 
and smartphones.

Today, Prepsters eat in an amazing space where four hot entrée 
stations are available on the main service line with a variety of 
fresh foods, complemented by portable, freestanding salad- and 
sandwich-making stations. The beverage service includes water 
infused with different fruits and vegetables, rBGH-free 2% and 
chocolate milk plus a range of Dole fruit juices. For dessert, 
offerings typically involve fruit, yogurt and ice cream, then 
students take their used plates, utensils and cups to a nearby 
conveyor system that delivers them quickly back to the kitchen 

for washing. Faculty and staff eat in the Sullivan Center as well 
so, in all, approximately 1,100 people are served each day. 

The need for a professional dining service with plenty of 
healthy food was identified through strategic planning as a key 
priority. It has also become an important part of the school’s 
commitment to the Jesuit philosophy of cura personalis, or 
“care for the whole person,” and to a developing health and 
wellness program that includes substance abuse testing for 
students, concussion testing for student athletes and Fitness for 
Life course offerings. Restaurant 
industry veteran and Flik Director 
of Dining Services Jon Dye 
manages the operation. “This is 
my 36th property from the ground 
up,” said Jon. “What attracted me 
(to the opportunity with Flik at 
Prep) was the quality of food, the 
quality of work and the challenge 
that it would be to create work like 
this in a banquet setting.” 

Though the menu at Prep focuses on healthy offerings, he has 
noted the preference for high quality meat in the 
diets of students, faculty and staff. “We run an 
average of about 500 lbs. of meat a day,” he said, 
noting that Flik employs data and proven formulas 
to project food supply needs. An allergy board 
is also posted daily to guide diners with those 
conditions in their food choices.

At the beginning of service in August, food lines 
were somewhat long but adjustments were made 
almost immediately to speed things along. “We 
took a look at our methodology … of how we 

produce it, what we produce … and looked at usages” to make 
improvements, said Jon. “The staff we have is a fantastic staff. 
My executive chef is Nick Sutton, and he comes from a strong 
corporate dining experience.” Jon also remarked that others 
working for Flik at Prep are “restaurant-skilled people that  
have that higher level of sensibility about food.”

Where the food is concerned, Jon commented, “We roast all 
of our meats in house, we make our dressings fresh, we make 
our sauces, we make our soups … Everything we do is fresh. 
We use very few frozen vegetables, very few frozen anything, 
really.” Typically, about 14 Flik employees are working at Prep 
on regular school days when lunch is served.

NEW BEGINNINGS  
AT CREIGHTON PREP

“Everything we 
do is fresh. We 
use very few 

frozen vegetables, 
very few frozen 

anything, really.”
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Negotiating traffic flow in the room as well as the types of food 
being offered and the way they’re being offered make up a good 
portion of the workflow between Jon and the point person on 
the project for Prep, Dean of Students Joseph S. Ryberg ’84. 
“Most of it has been start-up things,” said Joe.

Sourcing fresh food from area businesses is important to Flik and 
was another consideration in their selection by Prep leadership. In 
addition to supplies from broad line food purveyor Sysco, Flik gets 
items in the categories of produce, meats and dairy from local and 
regional entities within a 250-mile radius of the Prep campus.

“For many years, I’ve had an interest in providing healthier  
food service here at Prep,” said Joe. “And, thanks to the efforts  
of Fr. Wendt and Fr. Neitzke, in particular here at the school,  
moving this initiative forward, we now have Flik Independent 
School Dining.”

The Prep program was modeled after a similar one at Rockhurst 
High School in Kansas City, Missouri where Flik also serves fresh 
food, helps families address the needs of students with special 
dietary needs, and operates a “green kitchen” to dramatically 
lower the amount of waste and respond to Pope Francis’ call  
in his encyclical “Laudato Si” to protect “our common home.”

A NEW PRINCIPAL FOR A 
TECHNOLOGY-CENTRIC ERA
Whether the topic is physics, faith or the future of secondary 
education in general, addressing the key questions in those 
areas is a passion for Jim Bopp, one that led him this past 
summer to his new role as Creighton Prep principal and which 
began for him literally as far back as he can remember. “My 
very first memory was watching the first Star Wars movie in 
my dad’s pickup truck in a drive-in movie theatre in Atchison, 
Kansas,” said Jim. “I was just hooked. So my whole childhood 
was basically a long extension of Star Wars, and the first thing  
I wanted to be was a Jedi.” 

He grew up in a tiny neighborhood of about 20 homes north of 
the small town of Weston, Missouri, just between Saint Joseph 
and Kansas City. Once a thriving center of shipping in 1850 on 
the banks of the Missouri River and larger than Kansas City, 
a shift in the river’s path eventually helped stem the tide of 
growth and limit population to just a few thousand residents 
today who enjoy its historic charm. “It’s antiques and a tourist 
place, like going back to the 1860s,” he noted. “So it was an 
interesting place to grow up.”

The oldest of four Bopp children to Jim Sr., a government 
computer systems analyst, and Barbara, a medical technologist, 
Jim’s passion for science grew steadily from the age of 4 as 
his interests in space and astronomy advanced and his career 
goal moved from Jedi to astronaut. A high school physics 

demonstration of the effect of Lenz’s law proved pivotal when 
Jim witnessed a magnet dropping very slowly through a metal 
tube that had created its own magnetic field to oppose the 
change in flux from the magnet. 

“I saw that and I didn’t feel like I could be happy in life unless I 
could figure out why that happens,” he said. “I felt really strongly 
that this is just amazing. And if there are other things in physics 
like this, those are the things I want to learn about … Physics just 
seemed to me like the way to engage the really big questions.”

With a solid academic record, Eagle Scout status and a 
scholarship in hand, Jim attended Truman State University  
in Kirksville, Missouri and majored in physics while minoring 
in philosophy, religion and mathematics. Along the way, 
he designed a gamma ray spectrometer costing $2,000 to 
demonstrate the validity of Einstein’s theory of special relativity 
and make it something that every undergraduate laboratory 
looking at $10,000 to $15,000 versions could more easily  
afford. That led to the publishing of a paper on his work and  
a presentation at Argonne National Laboratory in Illinois.

Also while at Truman State, Jim spent two summers doing 
archaeological excavations in the Middle East, including at 
Bethsaida near the Sea of Galilee where Jesus called James and 
John. “I got to dig up first century ruins that were contemporary 
with when Jesus would have been there. That had a big impact 
on me in terms of my own religious and spiritual life so I started 
discerning a vocation to the priesthood.”

A spiritual director at the Newman Center on campus took him 
through the 19th annotation of the Spiritual Exercises. Then 
a fifth-year senior, visits to Conception Abbey in Conception, 
Missouri followed as did a “come-and-see weekend” trip to 
the Jesuit novitiate in St. Paul, Minnesota that cemented his 
decision to join the Society of Jesus.

Highlights of his seven years in Jesuit formation included a 
pilgrimage where he hitchhiked south with a dog he had rescued 
from a Minnesota pound, a long experiment in a job services 

program in Camden New Jersey, and his 
time at Saint Louis University in medieval 
and classical philosophy studies and at 
Washington University in the Philosophy-
Neuroscience-Psychology Program. 

In describing his more secular studies at 
Washington University, Jim said, “You do 
learn how much, even in science, you take 
a lot on faith and you learn that there’s 
a certain beauty to things, especially if 
you’re in physics … In neuroscience, there 
were great connections to consciousness 
and ‘What is consciousness? What is the 
human person?’ There were lots of really 
good questions in that arena.”

After a 2005 assignment helping Arrupe 
Jesuit High School get started in Denver, 
Colorado, Jim began to discern that, while 
he may not be called to live his entire life in 
the Jesuits, he did want to stay with “Jesuit 
mission and world view.” So he applied for teaching positions at a 
few Jesuit high schools, including Brophy College Preparatory in 
Phoenix, Arizona. After spending two days there, he was struck by 
the school’s sense of mission and how excited they were about the 
Jesuit apostolate. 

He taught AP physics and became the chair of the science 
department at Brophy in his second year then served as dean 
of students for fours year before working as the assistant 
principal for technology and instruction for five years. With his 
leadership, Brophy implemented a 1-to-1 technology program, 
one of the first two Jesuit high schools in America to do so. That 
helped create “a culture of innovation” which led to the building 
of a high-tech maker studio where, today, students learn the 
skills of entrepreneurship on technology-based projects they 
develop and lead.

When his longtime friend from their 
novitiate days, Fr. Tom Neitzke, SJ, let him 
know about the opening in the Principal’s 
Office at Prep, the timing was right. “I felt 
like this was the next logical transition 
to keep challenging myself and moving 
ahead.” After less than six months on the 
job, Jim looks forward to advancing the 
1-to-1 program at Prep and developing a 
maker space for Prep students to help them 
develop similar skills and the confidence 
that comes with them. He also looks 
forward to strengthening the Renaissance 
education foundation at Prep, one that can 
help students find a passion through active 
engagement in the arts and other areas of 
study in the humanities.

“I think one of the transformations that has 
to happen … across the entire educational 
paradigm is that we have to be more 
comfortable with the idea of expecting 
kids to be creative, innovative and to 

think about themselves as problem-solvers as opposed to just 
gatherers of information.”

A NEW LOYOLA SCHOLARS 
PROGRAM TO PREPARE  
GRADE SCHOOL STUDENTS  
FOR HIGH SCHOOL
Pushing into upper level math, writing on social class relations 
with new vocabulary, testing acids and bases, exploring the 
cycles of the oceans, and learning Ignatian-style prayer were 
just some of the achievements of the inaugural class of 15 
Loyola Scholars this past summer at Creighton Prep. It was  

“I think one of the 
transformations that has to 
happen … across the entire 
educational paradigm is  
that we have to be more 

comfortable with the idea  
of expecting kids  

to be creative, innovative 
and to think about 

themselves as problem-
solvers as opposed to just 
gatherers of information.”
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the first big step on their three-year path to being prepared for 
the demands of a college preparatory education in high school. 
In completing the four-week Summer Institute, the scholars 
demonstrated growth academically, socially and spiritually. 

The Summer Institute focused on math, reading, science, art, 
prayer, leadership skill building and Friday afternoon field trips 
to area businesses where Prep alumni work. “The schedule 
also provided opportunities for prayer service or Mass on 
Thursdays, reflection on the year’s theme (Ad Majorem Dei 
Gloriam), praying St. Ignatius’ Prayer For Generosity, saying 
the Daily Pledge each morning and doing a weekly Ignatian 
Examen, all of which build up faith and companionship with 
Jesus and one another,” said Fr. Nathan Wendt, SJ, director  
of Loyola Scholars and assistant to the president. 

Prep student “Ignatian Brothers” welcomed the scholars to 
the Prep community, met with them periodically, and will 
continue to assist in the classroom and with activities. “The 
scholars can identify with these young men who take an active 
interest in their lives, and this provides the Prep students an 
opportunity to positively influence a young person using their 
Prep formation,” noted Fr. Wendt.

The current group of sixth graders continued at Prep in the 
fall, and will meet at the school on a total of 20 Saturdays 
throughout the academic year, building on their summer 
learning and supplementing their middle school education. 
The Saturday Institute focuses on study skills, exam prep 
and academic acceleration and support. The course of study 
and programming will also change each year as the scholars 
advance toward their 8th grade graduation.

“It’s been a pleasure supporting this first class of scholars and 
their families, welcoming them into the mission of Creighton 
Prep, and offering Ignatian formation in faith, scholarship, 
leadership, and service,” said Fr. Wendt. “The scholars really 
took to the course of study and activities quickly, showing great 
potential and resolve towards their education and growth, and 
the families are enthusiastic about their sons’ futures.” 

The Heider Family Loyola Scholarship allows each scholar the 
opportunity to earn a full financial aid scholarship to Prep. 
“Creighton Prep is very grateful for the generosity of the Heider 
Family Foundation,” said Fr. Wendt. “It enables the extension of 
Prep’s mission in Omaha, reaching out and serving an ever more 
diverse array of elementary school males and their families who 
desire a college prep education and faith formation.”

The Loyola Scholars program prepares talented middle school 
males from households of need for academic and social success 
in college preparatory education. Prep accepts nominations for 
new scholars in the winter, and more information can be found 
at online at creightonprep.org/loyolascholars.

A RENOVATED LLOYD SKINNER 
STUDENT CHAPEL SO MOST  
OF AN ENTIRE HOUSE CAN  
WORSHIP TOGETHER

The Lloyd Skinner Student Chapel at Creighton Prep underwent 
an extensive renovation this summer, its first since the early 
1980s. Increasing capacity so that most of an entire house of 
freshman, sophomore, junior and senior students could worship 
there together was a key reason for the remodel.

Paneling was pulled from the walls, asbestos removed and 
drywall work done in addition to repainting the room. At the 
altar, the terrazzo floor was polished, a new quartz backdrop 
was set in place, and a new ambo and credence table were 
constructed by Prep employee Joe Robbins, who also refinished 
the altar and both kneelers. 

Chair seating was replaced with pews to bring total capacity to 
approximately 215 persons (up from about 180), and new energy-
efficient LED lighting was installed in the ceiling, dropping 
power consumption in the space by an estimated 70 percent. The 
sound system was also upgraded and a convex ceiling “cloud” 
installed to help direct sound in the space and control echo.

“Ratigan Schottler in Beatrice was the builder of the pews,” said 
Facilities Director Kevin D. Flint ‘79. “They do work all over the 
United States, primarily in government buildings and churches.”

Student artwork also adorns 
the room, including a 
rendition by Nic Thurman ‘17 
of the famous scene in Jesuit 
history when Ignatius of 
Loyola laid his sword at the 
feet of the Black Madonna 
statue near the Monserrat 
Monastery in Spain as a 
symbol of his commitment to 
a life of peace going forward.

In addition, statues of Mary and Joseph were sent offsite 
to have their feet replaced with wood carvings and many 
of the religious articles in the space were fixed up, cleaned 
and polished by Omaha-based Koleys, Inc., a purveyor and 
refinisher of metal items for religious organizations.

A NEW, LEVEL PLAYING SURFACE 
IN JURGENSEN PARK TO 
INCREASE USAGE AND DECREASE 
MAINTENANCE COSTS
Years of normal grass-field wear, drainage issues, a longtime 
need for leveling and the desires to reduce field care costs and 
minimize spring and summer weather impacts led to a decision 
and a campaign in 2016 to add a synthetic playing surface to 
Jurgensen Park, home to the Creighton Prep baseball program. 

The project, undertaken with the help of MCL Construction, 
is meant to complete the work started through the generous 
support of W. Gerald Jurgensen ’69 to provide the Prep family 
with one of the premier baseball facilities in the region.

After a substantial amount of funds were raised, a 
groundbreaking ceremony was held inside the Heider Center 
on a rainy Friday, August 19, similar to the event held there 
in October 2009 for the groundbreaking of Jurgensen Park 
because of an unexpected snowfall.

The initial phase of construction included approximately 30 
days of grading and drainage system work to prepare the field 
for the installation of AstroTurf. To level the field, MCL dropped 
the elevation of the infield then tapered out on a 1 percent 
grade to the left field foul pole. The extra dirt from that leveling, 
combined with about 1,500 cubic yards of additional dirt, was 
then used to level the field over to the right field line.

The equipment used for field leveling included a Global 
Positioning System that helped adjust the blade for the desired 
grade elevation. Similar technology was used to level the field  
at Carmen & Don Leahy Stadium when it was constructed.

The project comes on the heels of one of the most successful 
years in Prep baseball history. The Class A state championship 
won by the team at the end of the spring season was followed by 
a 59-5 summer campaign from the Five Points Bank American 
Legion team that finished in the American Legion World Series 
in Shelby, North Carolina.

Instrumental in the efforts to gather support for the project 
were John C. Bjelland ’63, Lawrence B. Good ’69, William 
G. Hamik ’70, Jim Hawk III, Jerry Jurgensen ‘69, Kyle J. 
Peterson ’94, Frank A. Spenceri ‘61 and Dr. Dan Schinzel. 
Members of the class of 1969 also hosted a sock hop in the Mullen 
Gym on Friday, October 7 where donations were accepted. 

There is still a ways to go to complete funding so your help  
is needed. To lend your support today, please donate via  
the online giving form on the Prep website, making sure 
to select “Jurgensen Park Field Turf Project” in the Gift 
Designation menu. You can also contact Rick Berger ’76  
in the Advancement Office at (402) 548-6218. Thank you!
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Since its founding in 1878, Creighton Prep has remained a 
private, Jesuit college prep school for young men. And with 
that private status has always been the need for the institution 
to thrive mainly through tuition from student families and 
donations from members of the larger Prep community.

However, the requirements to keep Prep on a steady and ever 
upward trajectory are a bit different now than they were in 
the early 1920s when tuition was $25 per semester and the 
enrollment of 347 students was taught mostly by Jesuits on  
land shared with Creighton University. 

Today, the majority of the faculty and staff are lay people, school 
enrollment is over 1,000 on a separate 40-acre campus, tuition 
for an entering freshman is $10,015 and competition is intense 
for the best students.

Tasked with keeping the Prep community engaged in the 
school’s success is the Advancement Office, headed by Vice 
President of Advancement Rick Berger ’76 and his team of 
nine. Their mission is to advocate for the mission of the school 
through cultivating a community of supporters whose time, 
talent and treasure are vital to developing Men for Others.

“We’re really building a culture of advancement for Prep,” said 
Rick. “Both inside and outside the building, and we’re doing 

that through a number of events and appeals.” Chief among 
them are the AMDG Annual Fund campaign led by Director 
of Annual Funds Taylor J. Stormberg ’09 and the annual 
BASH fundraiser organized by Director of Events Amy Knight. 
Principal Gifts Officer Diane Crowley works with constituents 
on larger gifts and planned giving. In support of their efforts 
through communications are Director of Alumni Relations 
Maxwell J. Huerter ’09 and Communication Specialist  
Patrick J. Neary ’78.

With the advent of technology has come the importance of  
the database used by the group to track activity and gifts as 
well as key interactions with stakeholders. “It’s really the core 
of our business,” said Rick. Helping the team optimize the 
use of that data is Advancement Associate Terri Haller, Gift 
Coordinator Grace Cominoli, Advancement Administrative 
Support Stephanie Kremla-Heng and Advancement Support 
Connor James Magee ’12, who is working in Advancement 
during the current academic year as part of the Alumni 
Volunteer Corps. 

“It’s a great combination of youth, experience and talent,” noted 
Rick. “And we need them all in order to reach out effectively, 
moving folks from not very engaged with us to becoming true 
advocates for the Prep mission.”

NEW SIGNAGE IN AND AROUND 
CAMPUS TO INFORM AND INSPIRE
Also new in 2016 is a great deal of signage on campus. The small 
sign with the school’s name formerly located at the corner of 
72nd and Western Avenue was replaced with a much larger 
brick-and-stone “Creighton Prep” sign that also contains a blue 
and silver school seal. At the entrances to the east, west and new 
north parking lot are smaller versions with the word “Prep.”

Inside the school, quotes from leaders in religious history 
were placed above rows of lockers on all three floors to inspire 
students as they travel the campus. Among those quoted are 
Society of Jesus founder St. Ignatius of Loyola, former Superior 
General of the Society of Jesus Peter Hans Kolvenbach, former 
Archbishop of San Salvador, El Salvador Oscar Romero, Jesuit 
philosopher Pierre Teilhard de Chardin and Chilean Jesuit saint 
Alberto Hurtado.

In addition, large placards that detail the history of the Jesuits 
were placed in hallways.

A NEW PARKING LOT  
TO EASE CONGESTION
To ease parking congestion and the need for students to park 
on public streets around campus such as Seward Street, a 
144-stall parking lot was recently added at the northwest 
corner of campus on approximately 1 and ¼ acres that formerly 
contained homes. 

In the late summer and fall, the area just west of the 
Ambassador Health of Omaha building was graded, the 
soil compacted and a gravel base applied before forms for 
curbing were set and concrete added. The parking lot islands 
constructed also contain a bioswale system to manage storm 
water runoff and include light poles with LED lighting.

The City of Omaha and Creighton Prep communicated with 
the neighbors in the area on the project, which is designed to 
be used not only by Creighton Prep faculty, staff and students 
but also by visitors to nearby Jurgensen Park during spring and 
summer baseball.

LANDSCAPING AROUND  
THE VIRGIN MARY STATUE
Prep junior and Eagle Scout Chris Pritza approached  
Fr. Tom Neitzke, SJ about a year ago to discuss possible ideas  
for an Eagle Scout project. “I knew I wanted to do something 
for Prep,” said Chris. “So when he suggested that he wanted  
to find a new home for the statue of Mary, it made perfect  
sense to include the statue in my project.” 

After a year of planning and fundraising, Chris and a group 
of volunteers spent a weekend in September completing the 
project, adding shrubbery and pavers around the statue now 
located at the northwest corner of campus. The volunteers 
included his father, his grandfather (who drove in from 
Colorado to help) and several others from Boy Scout Troop 99. 

A NEW ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 
ROOM FOR GROUP MEETINGS  
AND ALUMNI GATHERINGS

With the need for conference room space still apparent after 
recent office modifications in the school building, the search 
for a space that could be repurposed into a conference room 
culminated in the decision to recast the west gym lobby as an 
athletic conference room, especially given that two of its walls 
are filled with glass trophy cases.

The window frames at the entrance to the space were 
repurposed from existing materials inventory at Prep (and were 
formerly located in rooms 116 and 118). The room was also 
carpeted and is suitable now for 20 to 30 guests.

BACK ROW L-R: Connor Magee ‘12, Max Huerter ‘09, Rick Berger ‘76, Taylor Stormberg ‘09, Pat Neary ‘78 

FRONT ROW L-R: Terri Haller, Grace Cominoli, Stephanie Kremla-Heng, Amy Knight and Diane Crowley

A FOCUS ON ADVANCEMENT



  FALL 2016       15  14     CREIGHTON PREP

After graduation in 1982, he looked for jobs in the business 
world but decided it wasn’t for him. Soon after, Kevin 
mentioned the idea of becoming a Jesuit to his Creighton 
classmate Jim McMullen who encouraged him to write a letter 
to Fr. Dick Hauser, SJ at the school, expressing his interest. He 
did. (Fr. Hauser even kept the letter and returned it to him years 
later.) Once his application was considered, Kevin was accepted 
into the Society of Jesus, and entered on August 15, 1982.

By 1984, he was a novice at Prep, teaching theology with Fr. Jim 
Michalski, SJ to freshmen and sophomores and, in the course 
of that spring semester, “really fell in love with being in a high 
school environment.” So, after first vows, humanities studies 
at Creighton, philosophy studies at Saint Louis University 
then regency at Marquette University High School, he received 
a Master of Divinity degree at the Weston Jesuit School of 
Theology in Boston and stayed for a fourth year to complete  
a master’s in secondary religious education.

Kevin was ordained in Milwaukee in 1994, taught at Prep once 
again for a year then spent three years teaching and leading 
campus ministry efforts at Red Cloud High School at Holy 
Rosary Mission on the Pine Ridge Reservation. “It was great,” 
he said. “I got to meet so many people and learn so much about 
Lakota spirituality.” He then returned to Prep for a third time  
in 1998 and has been at the school ever since.

Today, after a number of years teaching in the theology 
department, he directs adult spirituality programs for faculty 
and staff and hosts a number of retreats in the region for a variety 
of audiences. Among his favorite activities is answering requests 

from former students who want him to baptize a child, preside  
at a wedding or just be present to them in a time of grief or loss.

“When people ask me what I do, my response is, ‘I’m in the way.’ 
The early Christians were the way, so I try to live the life of a 
Christian, to live in the way … my size really helps.”

As for the future, he remarked, “I know a lot and I’ve done a lot 
but there’s still so much more. I’ll never know everything until 
I’m in God’s loving arms, and God will say ‘Enough.’”

 

Fr. Kevin Schneider, SJ has been a fixture at Creighton Prep for many years and,  
like many in the Jesuit order who have served at Prep, the path he took to get to the 74th  

and Western Avenue campus unfolded gradually over time. 

Fr. Kevin Schneider, SJ was born in the small farming 
community of Poland, Wisconsin to parents Adele and Ken 
Schneider, the second oldest of six boys. Growing up, he 
attended Saints Cyril and Methodius grade school and worked 
at Schneider’s Store, a small grocery outlet in Poland owned by 
his parents who had purchased it from his grandparents Clem 
and Florence. “It was the convenience store for the farmers so 
they didn’t have to go the 15 miles into Green Bay to get their 
groceries,” said Kevin. 

With Kevin’s father focused primarily on a separate job selling 
plumbing and electrical supplies, the task of running the 
store fell to Adele and her children. “All of my brothers took 
inventory, dusted the shelves, stocked the shelves,” he noted, 
recalling the memories of his time as a clerk and bagger in 
the one-cash-register business. It was there that “visiting with 
people” became one of his favorite activities and a skill that 
would serve him well in his work as a Jesuit.

For high school, he traveled with his father to and from 
Green Bay to attend Our Lady of Premontre High School, 
an institution run by the Norbertine fathers. There, he ran 
track and played football for three years. His favorite subject? 
“Languages. I enjoyed Spanish and I studied two years of 
Russian ... We had a Norbertine who had spent some time  
in Russia so he wanted to teach the Russian language.” 

His father’s oldest brother, Clem Schneider, was a Jesuit priest  
at Creighton, and served as acting president in 1968-1969 before 
his death in 1972. So that had an influence on his college choice 
and, eventually, his choice for the Society of Jesus as a vocation.

At Creighton, Kevin became a business major, focusing on 
finance, and was part of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity. 
He loved it there, got to know “a lot of really good people” and 
remembers his business law instructor Dr. Tom Purcell as his 
favorite teacher. 

JESUIT SPOTLIGHT

  
FR. KEVIN SCHNEIDER, SJ
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ALUMNI
Hale R. Bixby III ‘62

Donald F. Bock ’42

Paul D. Brick Sr. ‘53

Michael J. Callahan ‘86, 
brother of Christopher ‘90

Timothy W. Connolly ‘49

Ronald E. Drakulich ‘65

Paul R. Dunn ‘71, 
brother of John ‘72

James R. English ‘44

Rev. Robert H. Fitzgerald, SJ ‘53, 
son of James ‘21 (deceased), brother of James ‘53

Gerald F. Folkers ‘56

Robert P. Heaney ‘45, 
father of Robert ‘71, Christopher ‘79, grandfather of Stanislaus ‘09, 
John Dowd ‘08, Seth Penn ‘08, brother of Clarence ‘46

Michael J. Hogan ‘46, 
brother of Dennis ‘40 (deceased)

Steve Hoody ‘45, 
father of Stephen ‘71, Mark ‘77, grandfather of Matthew Ewin ‘06, 
brother of Howard ‘43 (deceased)

John J. Hughes ‘58, 
father of John ‘84

R. Terry Johansen ‘53, 
grandfather of Donald Kosmacek ‘99

William J. Keating ‘71, 
brother of Patrick ‘78

Jared J. Kluza ‘10, 
son of Chad ‘73

Anthony F. Lazzaretti ‘57, 
father of Anthony ‘81, Victor ‘82

Robert D. Marcotte Sr. ‘43

Francis P. Maxwell ‘84, 
brother of John ‘82, Martin ‘83, Kelly ‘89, Daniel ‘98

Mac J. McAuliffe ‘73, 
son of Raymond ‘43 (deceased), brother of Andrew ‘86

Robert E. Motl ‘65

Stephen J. Narke ‘52, 
son of Stephen ‘23 (deceased), grandfather of Steven Sequenzia ‘04, 
brother of Louis ‘55 (deceased)

John D. O’Brien ‘86 (6/24/15)

Rev. Richard J. Parle, ‘49, 
brother of John ‘38 (deceased), Frances ‘40 (deceased),  
Jerome ‘43

Michael L. Peters ‘84 (2/9/16), 
brother of Robert ‘88, Lawrence ‘95

Rev. Edward I. Quinn ‘46, 

brother of James ‘55

James J. Regan ‘58, 

son of James ‘34 (deceased), father of James ‘87, Kevin ‘88, 
Andrew ‘89, brother of Stephen ‘67 (deceased)

David Rice ‘65

Gary P. Roach ‘74, 

son of F. Vinson ‘35 (deceased), brother of Robert ‘71

Robert E. Shafer ‘51 (1/26/15)

Thomas E. Smith ‘65, 

son of George ‘39 (deceased), brother of Jeff ‘68 (deceased), 
Patrick ‘73, Michael ‘78

John R. Sodoro ‘71, 

brother of Carl ‘67, Patrick ‘00, Thomas ‘04

Theodore J. Stessman ‘48, 

father of Theodore ‘74, grandfather of Theodore ‘07, 
Christopher Weber ‘00

Maurice R. Vandewalle ‘49, 

brother of Eugene ‘53

James M. Walters ‘63

Michael J. Weston ‘52 

FATHERS
Curtis S. Bjelland, 
father of Andrew ‘57, John ‘63

Michael W. Bilgere, 
father of Michael ‘81, Mark ‘84

James W. Brown, 
father of James ‘64, Thomas ‘72, William ’77,  
grandfather of Kevin ‘17

Daryl J. Bruening (2/19/16), 
father of Michael ‘92 

Albert L. Burk, 
father of Daniel ‘94

Jeremiah D. Childers, 
stepfather of Jackson Miles ‘20

Robert F. Cloninger, 
stepfather of Jack Billig ‘82, Joseph Billig ‘83, Samuel Billig ‘85

William R. Crowell, 
father of Daniel ‘85

Edward R. D’Agosto, 
father of Edward ‘67

Shawn M. Dungan, 
father of Drew ‘12

Richard J. Fangman,
father of Timothy ‘64 (deceased), Richard ‘67, grandfather  
of Benjamin ‘97, Matthew Suder ‘95, brother of Thomas ‘51,  
Terrance ‘55, Michael ‘65

John F. Fitzgibbons, 
father of John ‘73, Thomas ‘85, James ‘87

Thomas G. Hassett, 
father of Shaun ‘76 (deceased)

Glenn S. Jensen, 
father of G. Randall ‘73, David ‘75, Timothy ‘77

John Keblesh, 
father of James ‘97, Michael ‘01

Robert Q. Kelly, 
father of Joseph ‘77 (deceased), grandfather of Robert ‘09,  
Sean ‘11

Jerome G. Kramer, 
father of Edwin ‘74, grandfather of Gregory Tomka ‘08

Daniel R. Lohmeier, 
father of Daniel ‘87, Jeffrey ‘89

Michael E. London, 
father of Ted ‘87, grandfather of Corey O’Shaughnessy ‘86

Clark D. Long Sr., 
father of Clark ‘94

Jerry D. Lunsford, 
father of Judd ‘86

Michael McGill, 
father of Christopher ‘90, Matthew ‘93

Carl J. Nussrallah, 
father of Thomas ‘85, grandfather of Spencer ‘16, John ‘18

Daniel E. O’Doherty, 
father of Terry ‘75, Mark ‘78, Bernard ‘79, Joseph ‘86

Anthony R. Pantano, 
father of Ross ‘69, grandfather of Robb ‘93,  
great-grandfather of Ross ‘19

Robert P. Poggenpohl, 
father of Robert ‘83

Sebastian J. Ricceri Sr., 
father of Sebastian ‘78 (deceased), Benedict ‘81 

Maurice F. Quinlan, 
father of Vincent ‘82, Edward ‘84, Mark ‘88 

James A. Schemmer, 
father of James ‘79

Max A. Schmidt, 
father of Jeffrey ‘67

Robert L. Shewan, 
father of Brian ‘88

Fred Sgroi, 
father of Louis ‘89

Edward T. Sobczk, 
father of E. Gerald Subject ‘65, J. Michael ‘71, 
brother of Thomas Subject ‘44

Charles “Hap” Stein, 
father of Paul ‘87

James R. Thibodeau Sr., 
father of James ‘89, Charles ‘90 (deceased), William ‘91,  
Joseph ‘93, Michael ‘97 

Robert G. Townley, 
father of Peter ‘76 (deceased), Joseph ‘80, Martin ‘84, Robert ‘87, 
grandfather of Nicholas ‘02, Conor ‘13, Liam ‘14, James ‘19

Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, my understanding, and my entire will. 

All I have and call my own. Whatever I have or hold, you have given me. 

I restore it all to you and surrender it wholly to be governed by your will. 

Give me only your love and grace and I am rich enough and ask for nothing more.

St. Ignatius of Loyola

PLEASE REMEMBER
MARCH 1, 2016 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2016

WIVES
Rosalie Becker (9/29/15),
wife of William ‘50

Jean M. Belford, 

widow of Daniel ‘73

Chris Cerveny, 

widow of John ‘56, mother of David ‘84, Stephen ‘88

Beverly J. Chladek, 

wife of Richard ‘64, mother of Brian ‘95

Mary Jo Dethlefs, 

wife of Henry ‘48, mother of Thomas ‘78, John ‘81, Henry ‘84, 
grandmother of Benjamin ’11, Christopher ‘14, Blake ‘16

Mary S. Grier, 

widow of Maurice ‘40, grandmother of Christopher David ‘91

Patricia G. Gross, 

widow of Joseph ‘40, mother of Joseph ‘63, Michael ‘66

Justine Jeffrey, 

widow of C. Robert ‘42, mother of Paul ‘74, Philip ‘76, Richard ‘77, 
grandmother of Jack ‘12

Gloria Justus, 

wife of William ‘50

Adelina E. Larkin, 

widow of Michael ‘33 (deceased), mother of Thomas ‘72,  
great-grandmother of David Chambers ‘14, Matthew Chambers ‘18

Margaret L. Livingston, 

widow of Thomas ‘51

Bette A. Lubischer, 

widow of Mez ‘38

Gloria A. Murante, 
wife of Samuel ‘63

Mary Kay O’Neill, 
wife of J. Patrick ‘60

Claire A. Sova, 
widow of John ‘45, mother of John ‘75, Ronald ‘80,  
grandmother of Andrew ‘02, Bryan ‘10, Adam ‘13,  
Kelly Zach ‘03, Patrick Zach ‘05 

Kathleen A. Sudyka, 
wife of Thomas ‘59, grandmother of Thomas ‘08,  
Stephen ‘10, Alexander ‘17

Ricki A. Valentino, 
wife of Vincent ‘68
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MOTHERS
Viola H. Becker, 
mother of Thomas ‘72, Robert ‘76

Vivian M. Berger, 
mother of Thomas ‘67, Kenneth ‘69, Richard ‘76,  
grandmother of Brett ‘15, Kevin Steiner ‘11

Arlene C. Borer, 
mother of Todd ‘84, Mark ‘86, Jody ‘92

Sheron L. Bozarth, 
mother of Mark ‘84, grandmother of Sean ‘08, Taylor ‘11,  
Eric Snoza ‘97, Adam Snoza ‘03

Donna M. Cortese, 
mother of Steven ‘74, grandmother of Joseph ‘13,  
Justin Daugherty ‘00

Justina M. Craig, 
mother of James ‘64

Josephine J. Elworth, 
mother of James ‘74

Peggy C. Fleming, 
mother of Edward ‘79

Loretta M. Garbina, 
mother of James ‘81, William ‘85, grandmother of William ‘10, 
John Lindsay ‘08, Patrick Lindsay ‘11, Robert Lindsay ‘15,  
David Lindsay ‘16

Josephine M. Gaeta, 
mother of Samuel ‘74

Joanne M. Healy, 
mother of Mark ‘87, grandmother of Collin ‘16, Grant ‘19, 
Christopher Lausten ‘94

Mary L. Higgins, 
mother of Blair ‘72, Jeffrey ‘81

Dorothy M. Hlousek, 
mother of Paul ‘72

Sherri L. Jensen, 
mother of Martin ‘98

Mary L. Jorgenson, 
mother of Denzil ‘79, Robert ‘81

Jean M. Kenny, 
mother of Thomas ’80, grandmother of Dylan Stafford ‘10,  
Bryce Stafford ‘13

Barbara A. Kratky, 
mother of John ‘79, Gary ‘83, Matthew ‘89

Beverly A. Kripal, 
mother of Edward ‘92

Bernadine M. Leas, 
mother of Philip ‘67, Paul ‘72

Mary L. LeClair, 
mother of Steven ‘88

Margaret E. Lowndes, 
mother of Ted ‘92

Rosemary J. Maynard, 
mother of John ‘84, grandmother of John ‘20,  
James Gudenrath ‘97, John Gudenrath ‘06

Ruth M. Medinger, 
mother of Patrick ‘87, grandmother of Michael Olson ‘08,  
Jonathan Olson ‘10, David Olson ‘12

Jody R. Moreland, 
mother of Timothy ‘86

Elizabeth M. O’Daniel, 
mother of Timothy ‘61 (deceased), grandmother of  
Christopher Mangan ‘81, Craig Mangan ‘88, Daniel Toberer ‘87

Arlene L. Pantano, 
mother of Ross ‘69, grandmother of Robb ‘93,  
great-grandmother of Ross ‘19

Kathie A. Perez, 
mother of Arturo ‘97, Ricardo ‘99

Patricia J. Podjenski, 
mother of David ‘79, Dennis ‘82, grandmother of Daniel ‘09, 
Matthew ‘16

Marcia Regan, 
mother of Christian ‘09 

Eleanor F. (Kennedy) Roslund, 
mother of Michael ‘75 (deceased)

Estella A. Sambasile, 
mother of Michael ‘69

Joan M. Schaefer, 
mother of Jerome ‘77

Anna B. Schafer, 
mother of Daniel ‘66, Gregory ‘76, grandmother of Michael ‘95, 
Joel ‘97

Bernadette M. Schultz, 
mother of Michael ’67, Paul ‘80

Zita M. Tesar, 
mother of J. Michael ‘66, grandmother of Joseph ‘01

Helen M. Tjaden, 
mother of Gregory ‘84, grandmother of William ‘17

Mary L. Vaccaro, 
mother of Peter ‘65

Edith M. Villone, 
mother of Michael ‘64, Lawrence ‘67

Mary Beth Weber, 
mother of Johnathan ‘12

CHILDREN
Mary C. McKernan, 
daughter of Mary and William Tracy ‘40 (deceased)

Maureen M. Murray, 
daughter of Helen and Harold ‘30 (deceased),  
sister of Hal ’52 (deceased), James ‘54 (deceased)

James A. Smith, 
son of Alyce and Carl ‘29 (deceased)

Sarah E. Pizinger-Yoakum, 
daughter of Charmaine Swanson  
and Warren Pizinger ’46 (deceased), sister of David ‘77

PLEASE REMEMBER MARCH 1, 2016 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2016

Michael J. Hogan ‘46
February 1, 1929 – August 7, 2016

Michael J. Hogan ’46, a giant in the history of area real estate 
development and Creighton Prep, passed away on Sunday 
August 7, 2016 at the age of 87.

Mike was raised in Papillion, Nebraska and was a member 
of sodality all four years at Prep. He then attended Creighton 
University and the University of Nebraska Omaha before serving 
in the U.S. Air National Guard and returning home to help 
develop Papillion. He would go on to become a recognized 
leader in the development and property management of 
commercial and residential properties, including a Bellevue 
shopping center and many apartment buildings and homes.

On October 10, 2012, Mike was honored at Prep for his 
support of the school with the naming of Mike Hogan Drive 
for the road just east of Carmen & Don Leahy Stadium that 
connects the west parking lot to North 74th Street. 

Numerous friends and Hogan family members attended the 
ceremony that included a ribbon cutting by Mike, a blessing 

by former Creighton Prep president Fr. Tom Merkel, SJ, and a 
stirring rendition of “The White and the Blue” performed by the 
Creighton Prep Concert Band and sung by members of the Prep 
varsity football team who also gave Mike three rousing cheers.

To notify Creighton Prep of the passing of a Prep community member, please contact Terri Haller at 

402.548.3845 or thall@prep.creighton.edu.

AMDG Annual Fund
With the holiday season in full swing and the end of the calendar year upon 
us, now is a great time for alumni, parents, past parents and friends to donate 
to the 2016-2017 AMDG Annual Fund. 

Your gift to the AMDG Annual Fund helps us succeed in developing students in 
mind, body and spirit, and supports key components of the school’s operating 
expenses in areas such as financial assistance, the lunchtime dining service, 
academic programs & activities, campus ministry and the arts & sciences.

To give today, visit creightonprep.org/giveonline and select “AMDG Annual 
Fund” from the Gift Designation menu. Or contact Director of Annual Funds 
Taylor Stormberg ‘09 at 402-548-3830 or tstor@prep.creighton.edu. 

Thank you!
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PLANNED GIVING PROFILE 

JOHN F. DALY ‘33 
Including Creighton Prep in your 
planned giving through a bequest 
in a will, an income-producing gift, 
a retirement account or another 
giving opportunity is a great way 
to show your support and help the 
future deserving young men of 
Omaha get the chance you or your 
son may have had to be formed in 
the Catholic and Jesuit tradition at 

Prep. It’s how a proud member of the class of 1933, John F. Daly, 
chose to make his recent gift of $2,370,000.

The foundations of John’s life that led to this generosity were his 
faith and his Catholic and Jesuit education that allowed him to 
live both simply and selflessly in the image of Christ. He grew 
up in Holy Cross Parish as the only child of J.A. “Jack” and 
Mary Ellen “Mabel” Daly, who also modeled for him the value 
of hard work and a love for the Church and learning. 

After attending Holy Cross Catholic School, he went on to 
excel at Creighton High School as a member of “A” class 
before matriculating with degrees in philosophy and law from 
Creighton University. John then served in the Air Force before 
returning to Omaha where he practiced law briefly at the firm 
of Spielhagen & Spielhagen. He later joined the Yellow Cab and 
Baggage Company where his father had gone from a bookkeeper 
with a correspondence school education to the president’s office. 

John eventually succeeded his father in that role and stayed 
until the Yellow Cab Company was dissolved. Along the way, 
he married Anne Marie Hanighen in 1955 and maintained a 

regimen that included daily Mass at Boys Town near his home. 
He also watched his parents support the growth of Christ the 
King Parish when his father purchased the altar for the church 
and his mother sewed all the vestments using thread laced with 
real gold.

Like his father who invested faithfully in stocks even during 
the Great Depression, John developed a talent for making 
his own portfolio selections that would later benefit Prep. He 
also became even closer with his only cousin and fellow Prep 
alumnus Joseph S. Daly ‘63 after Anne passed in 2003.

Their relationship gave Joe an opportunity to return the favor of 
great care that his Uncle Jack and Aunt Mabel had once provided 
for him. “They helped raise me, and I spent a lot of time at their 
home in the Rockbrook neighborhood,” said Joe recently. “I’d 
also go there on Saturdays from our house in midtown and mow 
their lawn. I just couldn’t mow it on Sunday, because Aunt Mabel 
said I couldn’t work on Sunday,” because that is the Lord’s Day.

As time went on, John had to give up driving and moved to 
New Cassel Retirement Center on north 90th Street because it 
met his only criteria for a new residence: that it offer daily Mass. 
At the same time, Joe became more involved in managing his 
affairs, and the two enjoyed frequent visits, up to four times per 
week. They also watched Creighton basketball games together. 
“And whenever my oldest daughter and her husband and kids 
would come in to town, we’d all go out there for Mass and have 
lunch with him,” noted Joe.

Though healthy for nearly all of his 98 years, John suffered a 
stroke that ultimately led to his demise in 2014, leaving Joe to 
settle his estate in the ways that John wanted. And though they 
did not talk a lot about their experiences at CP, of the following 
Joe is sure: “He loved Prep.”

If you would like to explore a planned giving opportunity with the school, please contact  

Principal Gifts Officer Diane Crowley at 402.548.3803 or dcrow@prep.creighton.edu. 

Graduates from the 1950s classes were also treated to lunch 
from Flik Independent School Dining in the Sullivan Center 
on Friday, September 23. Among the attendees were Bernard 
L. Kratochvil ’50, Lee F. McNamara ’50, Hon. Richard J. 
Spethman ’50, Thomas M. Fangman ’51, James J. Hughes 
Jr. ’51, Thomas A. Klammer ’51, Ramon M. Nasr ’51, Owen 
G. Neary ’51, Bruce E. Haney ’52, John J. Frenking ’53, 
Robert E. Huber ’53, Thomas F. McGowan ’54, Bradley K. 
Speer ’57 and Gerald P. Laughlin ’59.

1950s

The 1940s classes were treated to lunch from Flik Independent 
School Dining in the remodeled Henry L. Sullivan, SJ Campus 
Center on Friday, September 23. At the lunch, they were led 
in prayer by the Rev. William S. Whelan ’48. The group 
also received an update on the school from Creighton Prep 
President Fr. Tom Neitzke, SJ and a presentation by James D. 
Fogarty ’63 and John Dechant on the Prep legacy project as 
well as the book “Scoreless” that was written by John about  
the 1960 Prep vs. Central football game.

Among the other attendees from the 1940s classes were John R. 
Gahan ’46, Thomas P. Heafey ’47, Richard E. Peters ’47 and 
Leonard T. Higgins ’48. 

1940s

Alumni from the 1960s classes had lunch in the Sullivan 
Center on Wednesday, October 19 courtesy of Creighton Prep. 
Like the 40s and 50s lunch in September, Creighton Prep 
President Fr. Tom Neitzke, SJ updated the group on the latest 
news at Prep, and representatives from Legacy Preservation 
discussed the Prep legacy project. Among those spotted at 
the event were James M. Bausch ’62, Charles N. Caniglia ’62, 
Arthur H. Coate ’63, Gary F. Marasco ’63, Charley A. 
Bacon ’64, Michael F. Leahy ’64, Thomas F. Hoarty ’66, 
William J. Moeschler ’66, Thomas A. Ruma ’68 and  
Paul M. Delgado ’69. 

Gathering for a 2016 College World Series game between 
the University of Arizona and Coastal Carolina University 
were Frank A. Spenceri ’61, John D. “Jack” Diesing Jr. ’63 
(chairman, president and treasurer of College World Series of 
Omaha, Inc.), John C. Bjelland ’63 and Sandy C. Buda ’63.

Ronald T. Hansen ’66 is the Gerard Manley Hopkins, SJ 
Professor in the Arts and Humanities at Santa Clara  
University. His most recent novel “The Kid” about outlaw  
Billy the Kid was published in October by Simon & Shuster.

In September, Thomas A. Brown ’68 published his book 
“De Minimis: Law, Humor, Aging and Other Little Things” 
that contains common sense advice for seniors. Tom’s advice 
has appeared in the Seniors Sunset Times newspaper in 
Washington state for many years.

Patrick B. Donahue ’68 was highlighted in a September 
Omaha World-Herald column by Michael Kelly for his work 
to help make possible a trip to the University of Notre Dame 
campus for a class of Stockton, California fourth-graders. 
The students are from low income families who, much earlier, 

1960s
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Frank A. Kreifels ’70 is the founder and president of Kreifels 
Retirement Planning, Inc. He holds bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in business administration from Creighton University 
and a Juris Doctor degree from Hamline University School of 
Law in St. Paul, Minnesota.

Michael J. Ambrose ’74 is the president of Travelex Insurance 
Services, an Omaha company that is a leading provider of 
travel insurance products sold through travel agencies, tour 
operators and the internet. The firm was profiled in the 
Midlands Business Journal in spring 2016 and was honored 
by the Virtuoso luxury travel network in August 2016 as Best 
Specialty Travel Partner, the ninth time it has received this 
award symbolic of travel industry excellence. 

Michael L. Shonka ‘75 is the president and chief executive 
officer of Omaha firm Solar Heat and Electric, which is 

involved in the design and installation of solar power systems. 
Michael’s firm also offers consulting services, maintenance 
services and energy audits. 

Gerald J. Tomka ’75 is executive vice president and chief 
operating officer at Security National Bank in Omaha.

Patrick J. Barrett ’76 is an attorney at Fraser Stryker PC 
LLO, specializing in labor and employment law. He received 
his bachelor’s degree from Creighton University and his Juris 
Doctor degree from the University of Nebraska College of Law. 

Patrick J. Coyle ’76 is an actor, writer and filmmaker based 
in the Twin Cities where his 2015 film “Public Domain” told 
a story of the 2007 Interstate 35W bridge collapse and its 
aftermath. This fall, Patrick acted in the role of Willy Loman in 
the Yellow Tree Theatre’s production of the Arthur Miller play 
“Death of a Salesman.”

Christopher J. Johnson ’85 is vice president and managing 
principal for Leo A Daly, the Omaha firm known for its 
excellence in planning, architectural and engineering services. 
One of its current projects is in downtown Omaha’s Capitol 
District, in a development spearheaded by Michael T. Moylan 
’82 of Shamrock Development.

James A. Fisher ’85 retired from teaching mathematics at 
Creighton Prep and recently helped new nonprofit Nebraska 
Ataxia arrange to hold its inaugural fundraiser in the Sullivan 
Center. Son Andrew J. Fisher ’08 is now a math teacher at 
Prep, and Andrew’s brother Luke J. Fisher ’10 works at the 
school in the facilities department.

Timothy M. Kerrigan ’86 is a vice president at Investors Realty 
in Omaha and holds both a Certified Commercial Investment 
Member (CCIM) designation and a Society of Office and 
Industrial Realtors (SOIR) designation. 

Daniel M. McGill ’86 was promoted to vice president, assistant 
treasurer at American National Bank in Omaha. In his new 
role, he is responsible for asset-liability modeling, reporting 

and validation. Dan received an economics degree from 
Creighton University and his MBA from the Mendoza College  
of Business at the University of Notre Dame.

Blake A. Simmons ’86 was named Division Director of 
Biological Systems and Engineering at the Joint BioEnergy 
Institute. Blake holds a bachelor’s degree in chemical 
engineering from the University of Washington and a Ph.D. 
in chemical sciences from Tulane University. Prior to his 
appointment at the JBEI, he was a senior manager at Sandia 
National Laboratories and worked as an adjunct professor  
at the University of Queensland in Australia.

Timothy B. Neary ’89 is an associate professor in the history 
department at Salve Regina University in Newport, Rhode 
Island. His book “Crossing Parish Boundaries: Race, Sports 
and Catholic Youth in Chicago, 1914-1954” was published in 
October by the University of Chicago Press.

1970s

1980s

1990s

Sean T. Everson ’10 received his bachelor’s degree in 
meteorology at Saint Louis University and is currently  
a meteorologist with KETV in Omaha.

Paul Stephen Cervantes ’15 is attending Harvard University 
and plays the tuba in the Harvard Wind Ensemble.

“adopted” Notre Dame as part of their efforts to imagine 
higher education for their future. Patrick is a 1975 graduate  
of Notre Dame Law School.

Daniel J. Wintz ’68 and his wife Margaret Badura have formed 
Badura & Wintz Law where they are focused on estate planning.

J. Andrew Sibbernsen ’69 is a senior vice president for  
The Harry A. Koch Co. of Omaha, where he works in business 
development, the design and implementation of programs,  
and large account management. The company is celebrating  
its 100th anniversary in 2016.

Thomas O. Kelley ’94 is president and chief executive officer 
of Five Points Bank and serves on the Creighton Prep Board 
of Trustees. Five Points Bank is the current sponsor of the 
American Legion baseball team of Creighton Prep players that, 
this past summer, advanced to the American Legion World 
Series in Shelby, North Carolina.

Matthew V. Dwyer ’94 and Jay P. Lund ’98 of Greenslate 
Development are working to develop properties in the 
Blackstone district of Omaha and were recognized for their 
work in that area with the Development of the Year award at 
the CRE Summit on April 8, 2016 at the CenturyLink Center.

Nicholas M. Neneman ’95 is the founder of and clinic 
director at Neneman Chiropractic near 120th and Blondo 
Street in Omaha. Nick and his wife Ashley have two children.

William R. Schindler ’95 and 
his wife Gina welcomed daughter 
Cecelia Mae this past March. Bill 
also reports that older sister Gianna 
and older brother Joseph are excited 
to welcome her to the family as well.

Nathan B. Driml ’96 is the alumni director for the Creighton 
University School of Dentistry as well as the College of 
Nursing. He formerly served for nine years in a similar 
capacity at Creighton Prep. 

Travis J. Schmitz ’96 is an accountant and partner at Frankel 
Zacharia, LLC, which was named in 2016 by Accounting Today 
as one of the top 100 firms for accounting professionals.

Coley M. Stickels ’96 is the head coach at Canyons Aquatic 
Club in Santa Clarita, California. A former Prep and University 
of Arizona swimming great, he has coached many swimmers 
to great performances including Abbey Weitzeil, who won the 
50- and 100-meter freestyle events at the 2016 U.S. Olympic 
Swim Trials at the CenturyLink Center in Omaha. At the 
Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, she was part of the 
gold medal winning 4x100 medley relay team for Team USA 
and won a silver in the 4x100 freestyle relay event.

In fall 2015, actor Andrew S. Rannells ’97 played King George 
in the wildly successful Broadway hit “Hamilton” while fellow 
actor Jonathan Groff worked on a film for HBO. Andrew was 
also nominated for a 2016 Tony Award in the category of Best 
Performance by a Leading Actor in a Musical for his portrayal 
of Mormon missionary Elder Price in “The Book of Mormon.” 
In fall 2016, he returned to Broadway at the Walter Kerr Theatre 
in the musical “Falsettos,” playing the character of Whizzer.

Jonathan J. Wegner ’97 is a partner at Baird Holm LLP 
in Omaha where he specializes in work with clients in the 
financial sector on issues related to mergers, acquisitions, 
governance and regulation. 

John D. Millea ’98 recently founded John’s Analytical Advice 
in Pueblo, Colorado, a business focused on providing insight 
and opinions on website performance. He is also the owner 
of automobile dealerships Millea Mitsubishi, Saab, Merkur 
and Hummer of Pueblo, Colorado. John and his wife Juli also 
welcomed their fourth child, Mark William Millea, in August.

Kevin Van Winkle ’02 
and his wife Liz welcomed 
daughter Eleanor Therese to 
their family this past August. 
Kevin teaches in the Social 
Studies department at Prep 
and also coaches football.

Philip T. Goodro ’05  
and his wife Julia welcomed  
son Eli into their family this 
past April.

Andrew J. Fisher ’08 and 
his wife Jessica welcomed 
son Beckham Andrew 
this past August. Andrew 
teaches mathematics and 
coaches wrestling at Prep. 

2010s2000s

If you have an update for the Here & There 
section of the Creighton Prep Alumni News, 
please contact Max Huerter at 402.548.3851  
or mhuer@prep.creighton.edu.

1960s Continued…
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JAMES D. FOGARTY ‘63
In early 2016, Creighton Prep embarked 
on a two-year project to publish a book 
on the school’s history. The search for 
leadership on such an important endeavor 
was also completed at that time with the 
selection of Legacy Preservation LLC, a 
ten-year-old Omaha-based firm co-owned 
by Prep alumni James D. Fogarty ‘63 and 

David F. Harding ’70 that specializes in writing and publishing 
history books for families, businesses and institutions. 

Among the firm’s 70 publications to date across 11 states  
is “Scoreless,” written by Legacy’s John Dechant and recently 
published by the University of Nebraska Press. The book details 
the famous 1960 Prep vs. Central football game that was a battle 
to a 0-0 tie of Central’s explosive offense — featuring future Pro 
Football Hall of Fame running back Gale Sayers — against a 
stout Prep defense. 

Jim is the point person from Legacy on the Prep history book 
project and has been working with school representatives 
as well as volunteer archivist Gerald M. Harrington ’57 to 
gather materials for the book and conduct interviews. Both 
are helping to crystallize story lines that will be expanded on 
during the writing phase just getting underway. The process  
of writing the book may last upwards of 12 months before it  
is edited, designed and scheduled for promotion and sales.

After graduating from Prep in 1963, Jim studied journalism 
and English at Creighton University before serving for six 
years as a commissioned officer in the U.S. Army, including 
two on active duty as part of the general’s staff at the U.S. 7th 
Army headquarters in Heidelberg, Germany. He later became 

a Pulitzer Prize-nominated writer at the Omaha World-Herald 
then worked in communications at Union Pacific, where he 
was the editor of a company magazine published to 78,000 
employees and the senior manager of a 28-station satellite 
television network called UPLINC. Along the way, he served as 
president of the Omaha Press Club, as a member of the board 
of trustees for the Omaha Public Library and as a participant 
on the inaugural Creighton Prep Alumni Board. 

His best memories of Prep involve the students, faculty, staff 
and families associated with the school. And the tennis team, 
where he competed with teammates such as Dennis P. Circo 
’65 and future Athletic Hall of Fame member William L. 
Brown ’63 who never lost a match on his way to capturing 
four state singles titles. 

Especially important to his education at Prep were four of the 
school’s Jesuit legends that he fondly remembers. “I learned 
algebra from Fr. Henry Sullivan, S.J., Latin from Fr. Charles 
Kanne, S.J., leadership from Fr. Joseph Labaj, S.J. and behavior 
modification from Fr. C.T. Shinners, S.J. Education doesn’t get 
any greater than that — anywhere.” Seared into memory as well 
was the unexpected loss of high school friends. “Our toughest 
challenge was losing two classmates during our four years,” said 
Jim. “Sophomore Bill Pycha and junior John McDermott. R.I.P.”

Today, when he isn’t working on history books for clients such 
as Prep, Jim and his wife Colleen enjoy spending time with 
their four children Tess, Erin, Adam ’92 and Ben ’94, their 
spouses and seven grandchildren. He also looks forward to 
seeing a fourth generation of Fogarty men graduate from Prep,  
a line that began with his father Hugh A. Fogarty ’24.

PREP
GRADS
LIVING
THE
MISSION

Living a life of 

LEADERSHIP
PETER D. BAILIS ‘07

For organizations of all sizes today, 
harnessing the power of cloud computing 
and all types of data that flow in, out and 
around large scale computing systems 
is perhaps the challenge of the day in 
information technology, especially where 
security is concerned. And squarely at the 
center of understanding these issues and 

advancing the research involved in the technology itself is  
Dr. Peter D. Bailis ’07, an assistant professor of computer science 
in the School of Engineering at Stanford University and a member 
of the 2016 Forbes “30 Under 30” list for enterprise technology.

Peter’s interest in studying and researching complex questions 
was first developed at Creighton Prep where Dr. Chris Goodrich, 
his teacher in Multivariable Calculus and Differential Equations, 
taught him and a few other students in a lunch hour seminar 
on real analysis and statistics. “He encouraged us to push 
ourselves, really,” said Peter. “He had us reading math research 
papers, and it was never a question of ‘Why should seniors 
in high school be reading math research papers?’ Of course, 
you should be able to. That empowerment was valuable, and 
it taught me that maybe I could do things that I shouldn’t 
otherwise be able to do.” Peter also had his first experience with 
coding software. “I wrote these programs to plot fractals, these 
mathematical shapes we were studying,” he said. 

Also important as Prep mentors were his English teacher 
Jeannie Brayman and swim coach Thomas R. Beck ‘84. 
“She really stressed the development of the whole person, 
intellectually,” he noted. “In college and even now, having that 
appreciation for more than what I am working on is really 
valuable for creativity.” As an elite high school swimmer,  

Peter remembers Coach Beck as “a great motivator” in getting 
the team to work toward a common goal. “It was a time when I 
learned to work really hard.” He also offered, “I hope Prep has  
a Beck Aquatics Center someday.”

As an undergraduate student at Harvard, he thought he would 
focus on mathematics and economics but, over time, delved 
deeper into computer science. He also did research “under some 
wonderful people” that helped him decide to concentrate on 
the field. From there, he went on to the University of California, 
Berkeley where he completed his Ph.D. in 2015 before accepting 
the position at Stanford. 

When he’s at Stanford, a typical day involves lecturing and 
meeting with students for three to four hours “then probably at 
least that much for prep.” A good portion of the rest of his time 
involves meeting with students, writing code, thinking, talking 
to colleagues and getting grants. 

Wherever his work takes him, the experiences and people from 
his Prep days and beyond help guide his work to become the 
best researcher and computer science professor he can be. “One 
of the things that stuck with me from Freshman Retreat was our 
motto: ‘Character is what you do when no one is watching,’”  
he said. “In growing my own research group at Stanford, I try  
to emulate the examples of empowerment that, at many stages  
of my career, my mentors and supervisors provided me.”

What advice would Peter give to today’s Prepsters? “When  
you come across something that makes you think ‘This sounds 
interesting.’ Or ‘Maybe this is something I want to try out.’ 
listen to that voice. It might push you to do something you 
didn’t think was possible.”

Living a life of 

SCHOLARSHIP

Photo credit : Courtesy  
of Stanford University

Photo credit : Courtesy of Stanford University
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of Honor and Distinction
October 26, 2016

Loyola Dinner20
16

(l–r)
Michael J. “Mike” Morrison, M.D., Doug R. Wilwerding ‘81, Margaret A. “Peggy” Grennan, Fr. Tom Neitzke, SJ,  

Rev. Thomas M. Fangman Jr. ‘80, Sean T. Mullen ‘74

The Alumnus of the Year award is given each year to an 
individual who embodies the values Prep aspires to instill in 
its graduates through a commitment to living a life devoted 
to serving others. Doug R. Wilwerding ’81 was honored as 
Creighton Prep’s 2016 Alumnus of the Year. 

The Hall of Fame award is given each year to individuals who 
have displayed distinguished service to Prep as teachers, staff, 
coaches, alumni, parents or friends of Prep. The primary 
consideration is to honor individuals who have provided direct 
service to Prep and who are good examples of living personal 
lives of faith and service. Michael J. “Mike” Morrison, M.D. 
and Sean T. Mullen ’74 were inducted into the 2016 Creighton 
Prep Hall of Fame. 

The Ancilla Domini award is given each year to a woman 
characterized by her caring, nurturing and unselfish 
dedication to her faith, family and community. The celebrated 
life is an example of how to use to the fullest the gifts given 
to her by God. The 2016 Ancilla Domini award recipient was 
Margaret A. “Peggy” Grennan. 

The Sword of St. Ignatius award is given to honor a person 
who has striven to demonstrate exemplary service for the 
Greater Glory of God (AMDG). This sword symbolizes  
the unique spiritual virtues associated with St. Ignatius of  
Loyola: courage, loyalty and service to the Catholic Church.  
Rev. Thomas M. Fangman Jr. ’80 received the 2016 Sword  
of St. Ignatius award.

Congratulations to the Loyola Dinner of Honor  
and Distinction Class of 2016

HENRY J. “HANS” DETHLEFS IV ‘84
Dr. Henry J. “Hans” Dethlefs IV ‘84 
remembers his time at Creighton Prep 
as one where he developed both “a love 
for math” and the desire to become a 
physician and that “part of that vocation 
was to focus on serving the poor.” Since 
then, he has gone on to live that vocation 
fully through his work both in Omaha 
and in a number of countries abroad.

As an undergraduate at Creighton University, Hans majored 
in math while taking liberal arts and pre-med courses, and 
was struck there by how well Prep had prepared him for a 
college curriculum. He also spent a semester working with a 
group of Franciscan Sisters in Tijuana, Mexico before moving 
on to the College of Medicine at the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center where, over the course of three summers, he 
performed service work as part of Creighton’s program in the 
Dominican Republic.

At the conclusion of medical school, Hans married his 
Creighton classmate Andrea Nigro and, after residency in 
Wichita, Kansas and work as a family physician in Omaha, 
they spent three years in Honduras as volunteers for the 
Christian Foundation for Children and Aging while raising 
two children. In Honduras, Hans practiced medicine and, 
with the help of family, friends and Omaha area parishioners 
from Saint Robert Bellarmine and Saint Columbkille, 
developed an inpatient center for malnourished children. 

He and Andrea had their third child in El Salvador and 
eventually moved back to Omaha where he joined the Indian-

Chicano Health Center, known today as OneWorld Community 
Health Center, practicing there for the past 16 years.

Even with a busy schedule serving those in need in South 
Omaha, Hans still travels “several times per year” to the 
Dominican Republic with the Omaha-based nonprofit 
Chronic Care International, an organization of folks working 
to improve the lives of poor individuals with chronic diseases 
such as diabetes and high blood pressure. He also spends part 
of each week serving as the director for an electronic health 
record network of nine community health centers.

“The foundation for learning and the value system that I 
walked away from at Prep have been woven into everything 
I’ve done since,” noted Hans while also expressing 
appreciation for the education and formation that his son 
Christopher R. Dethlefs ’14 received at the school. 

“In a typical day, I try to find an integrated balance between 
prayer, work, family, learning, and exercise.” He also said that, 
while the most challenging part of his days is to watch people 
struggle with poverty and illness, “this same struggle of the 
poor has served as a constant source of inspiration for me.”

Hans looks forward to many more years serving in the 
developing world and would remind Prep students that, while 
many forces can draw them away from faith, “all those things 
fail to satisfy our deepest longing which is for God.” His top 
priority in life? “Growing deeper in faith, hope, and love so that  
I can be a better father, husband, son, sibling and servant.”

Living a life of 

SERVICE
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Spring

SPORTS
CREIGHTON PREP

SPRING/SUMMER/FALL

Baseball
STATE CHAMPION 

RECORD: 28-4

Baseball
AMERICAN LEGION STATE CHAMPION 
AMERICAN LEGION CENTRAL PLAINS 
REGIONAL CHAMPION

AMERICAN LEGION WORLD SERIES 
PARTICIPANT (ONE OF EIGHT TEAMS)

RECORD: 59-5

Soccer
STATE RUNNER-UP 

RECORD: 20-2

Golf
3RD IN STATE 

ALEX SCHAAKE, INDIVIDUAL STATE RUNNER-UP

Track
8TH IN STATE

Cross Country
SECOND IN DISTRICT A-2  

THIRD IN STATE COMPETITION

Football
STATE SEMIFINALIST 

RECORD: 9-3

Tennis
METRO CHAMPIONS 
STATE CHAMPIONS

Summer

Fall
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Among the many superb teachers at the school who 
consistently examine what they teach and how they teach it 
to keep the subject matter engaging for students is Spanish 
teacher Tami Suprenant. In working toward this goal over 
the past year, Tami has had her Spanish III students reading 
stories to students at Fontenelle Elementary who know 
Spanish as their first language. These are students who need 
extra support in that language to eventually excel in English 
and score better on standardized tests.

Tami worked with Fontenelle ELL teacher Molly Davies to 
implement the program, one she hoped would not only help 
the Fontenelle students but also encourage the Prep students 
to stay with Spanish after level II. “I think with this one-on-
one attention and actually seeing the language being used for 
a real-life activity, my students would be more interested in 
learning Spanish at the upper levels,” said Tami. Prep requires 
two years of language studies for graduation and offers 
Spanish language education from levels one to five.

Once the academic calendar for the year was consulted 
at both schools and the schedule set, Tami and Assistant 
Principal for Professional Development Jackie Lesiak drove 
classes of students to and from Fontenelle Elementary this 
fall for their work. During the fall semester, Tami had two 
sections of Spanish III classes reading three books each to 

Fontenelle students. So each Fontenelle student had six books 
read to them.

She noted, “It’s very meaningful to watch both groups of 
students interact because everyone is getting something out 
of this opportunity. Our guys are absolutely great with all the 
elementary school students. The elementary school students 
love the small group or individual instruction in their native 
language and everyone learns a lot of new vocabulary.”

Tami majored in Spanish and biology at Mount Marty College 
in Yankton, South Dakota. She also spent eight weeks in Costa 
Rica working in an internship at the oldest hospital in the 
country for medical technology and then turned to life as an 
educator. Tami first taught at Cedar Catholic High School in 
Hartington, Nebraska then at Omaha North High School and 
Ralston High School before joining the faculty at Prep nearly 
ten years ago. 

She is very grateful to Prep and the culture of teaching 
professionalism that’s well established at the school. “We are 
allowed to do what we find most valuable to students and 
most engaging for each level.” Tami also prizes the high level 
of collaboration with her four Spanish teacher colleagues 
and that all are encouraged to “rotate through any level” of 
Spanish education offered at Prep.

A collaboration to paint the patron saint  
of youth using a technique developed  
in the Renaissance period. 

As mentioned in the cover story for this Creighton Prep 
magazine, part of the plan for the recent renovation of the Lloyd 
Skinner Student Chapel included the incorporation of student 
artwork. First among these was the painting of St. Ignatius 
laying his sword at the feet of the Black Madonna statue, 
symbolizing his transition from soldier to a man of peace. 

That was followed by a collaboration between art instructor 
Jeremy E. Caniglia ’88 and five of his AP Studio Art students 
to create a portrait of the Renaissance-age Jesuit saint Aloysius 
Gonzaga using a difficult and slow process called the Verdaccio 
technique that was developed in that historic period.

The process started with the time-consuming work to “grid out 
the proportions of the saint,” noted Jeremy. “The portrait then 
grew and deepened as each artist worked on it. Each personal 
touch added to the wonder at the heart of Gonzaga’s portrait.”

After that, Jeremy drew in the initial paint, working at a first 
layer (also known as the underpainting). A student artist then 
wiped out the lights and highlights and the others worked to 
approximate the characteristics of the shadows contained in 
the main photo they worked from.

The next step involved building up a white base to add depth 
and lighting. Then the forms in the painting were fully 
modeled using temperature variations in color between “blue-
browns and red flesh tones.” In this stage, it was set to be “too 
light,” according to Jeremy, so that when the piece was glazed, 
it would be toned down.

The group then further defined the contrast between the 
brighter image of Aloysius Gonzaga in the foreground and 
the rest of the painting. After that, the piece was glazed and 
finishing touches were applied.

The students who worked on the project were seniors Irving 
Delgado-Arellanes, Kevin Freestone, Spencer Kearney, Hunter 
Parry and Nic Thurman.

ST. ALOYSIUS 
GONZAGA 
ART  CASE  STUDY

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT:

TAMI SUPRENANT
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SAVE THE DATE 
Saturday, April 22 for Havana BASH 2017,  
Celebrate the Experience 

BASH plays a very important role in Prep’s ongoing commitment to 
deliver educational excellence to over 1,000 young men. The monies 
raised during BASH are a key component in our ability to keep tuition 
affordable for everyone, as well as to provide more than $2 million 
in financial assistance annually to approximately 45 percent of  
our students.

BASH is a big undertaking, but with the support of our Prep 
community members, we come together each year to create  
a successful event … and have a little fun along the way! 
If you are interested in VOLUNTEERING in any capacity, 
donating an AUCTION ITEM, advertising in our CATALOG  
and/or being a PREMIER SPONSOR, please contact Amy 
Knight at 402.548.3858 or aknig@prep.creighton.edu.

BASH 2017 Executive Committee: Cindy and Scott Heider ’81, Todd Johnson ’84, Staci Mueller, 
Dawn Neujahr, Trish Olsen, Kathleen Pallesen, Ann Tjaden and Karen Van Dyke

Printed on recycled paper


