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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fr. Tom Neitzke, SJ
President
Creighton Preparatory School

I know that many of the events that get Creighton Prep noticed by the 
larger community are the academic accomplishments of various students, 
the successes in our athletics program and initiatives such as the lunchtime 
dining service. For those of us who work here, however, what makes Prep 
just as special are the everyday wonders that involve moments such as 
twice daily prayer, students working together on classroom problems and 
our amazing faculty who dedicate themselves to helping these young men 
understand and become well versed in a range of subjects. 

In the following pages, my hope is that the section on “A Day in the Life 
at Creighton Prep” gives you a sense of what it’s like to be here, observing 
those wonderful moments that take place daily at the school. I’d also like 
to thank the outstanding photographers who worked on the project for us: 
James R. Burnett ‘70, the Rev. Don Doll, SJ and Daniel J. Murphy ’07.  
I would also like to thank student photographer James R. Heldridge ‘20 
and licensed drone pilot Mark J. Ramsey ‘17 for their contributions as well.

Of course, the photos represent a point in time, and Prep is always 
changing to better address our mission of forming men of faith, scholarship, 
leadership and service. Among the planned near-term changes is a project 
that will be led by Principal Jim Bopp to create ToMorrow Labs on the 
lower level. Jim brings a great deal of experience in this area from his time 
at Brophy Prep in Phoenix, and we’re excited about the problem-solving 
possibilities this space will create for students.

At the May 9 meeting of the Board of Trustees, we not only discussed  
this project but watched as Chairman Patrick J. Duffy ’90 directed  
his final meeting in that position, one that has been taken up now by  
Jeffrey C. Royal ’94. I am immensely grateful to Patrick for his tremendous 
service to Prep, and I know that Jeff will serve exceedingly well in the 
chairman’s role, too.

Also in May, it was inspiring to see the see the 139th graduating class of 
2017 as well as the 50th reunion class of 1967 reflecting on what Prep 
has meant to them and to witness the support of the school community 
once again during the annual Omaha Gives! campaign. Prep simply could 
not be what it is without such talented students and caring alumni as well 
as the family members and friends who support them and us so well.

When you have a moment going forward prior to fall, please take time 
to pray for the members of the freshman class of 2021 (one of the largest 
entering classes in Prep history) as they begin their own extraordinary 
journeys here in August.  

Sincerely,

Rev. Don Doll, SJ, Creighton Prep President Fr. Tom 
Neitzke, SJ, Jim Burnett ’70, and Daniel Murphy ’07
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 29
Mass of the Holy Spirit
The Heider Center at Creighton Prep

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
CP Trivia Night
Henry L. Sullivan, SJ Campus Center

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Men for Others Golf Classic
Omaha Country Club

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Creighton Prep Sports Night  
featuring Ronnie Lott
The Heider Center at Creighton Prep
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Reunion weekend for the classes of 
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MORNING 
A typical morning at Creighton Prep involves an all-school 
prayer to begin the day followed by classes. On certain days, 
a community period is scheduled where students can engage 
in various cocurricular activities, study or attend an all-school 
assembly like the one that happened on Friday, April 28, 
2017 when the annual Service Mass took place in the Heider 
Center at 9:45 a.m. Because of the event, the day’s schedule 
called for a more formal dress code that included button 
down collared shirts and ties.

At the Service Mass, students, faculty and staff were  
treated to an inspiring homily from Creighton Prep President  
Fr. Tom Neitzke, SJ, the principal celebrant, and remarks by  
Fr. Douglas W. Marcouiller, SJ, General Counselor at the Jesuit 
Curia in Rome for the USA Assistancy. Also concelebrating 
were Fr. Tom Lawler, Provincial of the Wisconsin Province,  
as well as Fr. Rob Kroll, SJ and Fr. Bob Tillman, SJ of the  
Jesuit Community at Prep. 

During Mass, many students who had performed a range 
of service work throughout the 2016-2017 academic year 
were recognized with medals presented by Fr. Neitzke and 
Principal Jim Bopp.

Afterward, sophomores and juniors moved to the Henry L. 
Sullivan, SJ Campus Center for lunch, as did freshmen and 
seniors after additional classroom time.



SUMMER 2017    7  6     CREIGHTON PREP

MIDDAY 
Midday at Prep is highlighted by lunch in the renovated 
Sullivan Center—also known as “the commons”—where 
students, faculty and staff choose from a variety of fresh foods 
including deli sandwiches, salads and hot entrees, all part of 
the new dining service that began with the school year  
in August. 

Students who finish lunch early might choose to visit with a 
teacher on a project for that class or with a fellow student 
at an elevated table above the dining area where they can 
review items on their iPads and charge them while carrying on  
those discussions. 

Just before the beginning of afternoon classes, another  
routine sight is the line of juniors and seniors in the Dean’s 
Office, signing out before traveling to service sites around  
the city, usually as part of community service for juniors in 
Catholic Social Teaching courses and seniors in Arrupe 
Experience courses. 

Finally, to close the midday activities and begin the day’s final 
class period, a student or Prep employee leads the school 
via the PA system in St. Ignatius’ Prayer for Generosity, which 
contains both a request for God’s help and a reminder that 
doing His will is of paramount importance.
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AFTERNOON 
On Friday, April 28, the block scheduling system at Prep 
called for a B Day, which meant an 85-minute Period 6 
complete with classes inside the building and the completion 
of a host of service commitments by the aforementioned 
juniors and seniors working throughout the Omaha community. 

After the final bell, students tend to socialize with friends for 
a bit before scattering in different directions based on their 
commitments to a cocurricular activity such as speech and 
debate or robotics, to work study, to an athletic endeavor or 
to cheering on their friends involved in sports. In the springtime 
at 74th & Western Avenue, that could mean baseball at 
Jurgensen Park, lacrosse or soccer in Carmen & Don Leahy 
Stadium or track practice just to the east of that facility.

A popular gathering spot for Prepsters immediately following 
classes is the Cassem Memorial Library where peer tutoring 
takes place under the watchful eyes of various faculty 
members who are also there to help students in need of 
assistance. Student artists will often stay after school as well 
to spend time on their projects in the main art room at the 
northwest corner of the building.
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Creighton Prep history is rich with stories of alumni who 
returned as faculty or staff members to give back to the 
institution that inspired them to participate in the truly 
formative work of the school. Among them is the story of 
Honors Physics teacher Michael J. Higgins ‘75 whose role 
models in teaching at Prep helped him shape a career of 
excellence on the 74th & Western Avenue campus. 

It was a group that included Mr. Rick Flagg, Ms. Tessie 
Edwards and Mr. Ron Bruno. “I’m not sure I’ve ever had a 
teacher that had such a command of a subject as he did,” 
noted Mike recently about Mr. Flagg and his extraordinary 
preparation. “In class, he taught so naturally, and it happened 
every single day. Really, a teacher of a lifetime for me.” He also 
fondly remembers the poise and command of Ms. Edwards in 
her World History class and the “incredible passion” that Mr. 
Bruno brought to teaching physics. “Those three people are 
some of the big reasons why I am a teacher now.” 

Also memorable was his role as a senior leader of Freshman 
Retreat, when the idea of becoming a teacher really took hold. 
“Leaders developed their own curriculum, and it was the first 
chance I had to put something together, present it and see: 
Does it click or not?”

With a strong aptitude for math and science, years in  
speech and debate and time as head of the student council,  
Mike went on to Dartmouth College then law school at  
Creighton University before a 10-year career as an attorney 

who also taught business law at Creighton, Metropolitan 
Community College and the University of Nebraska Omaha. 
When a heavier travel schedule for work eventually required 
him to quit teaching, he realized how much he missed it.  
“So I did framing and carpentry for a while and went back 
to school for about three years to get certified to teach high 
school physics.”

Once certified, he taught at Omaha North for three semesters 
then went on to a stellar career at Prep where his Honors 
Physics class is now well known for its annual bridge-
building and catapult-launching exercises. “Mr. Higgins 
keeps the tradition of Prep alive, to be men for others striving 
for academic excellence, passing this down to each of his 
students,” noted recent graduate Andrew J. Houston ‘17.

In his roles as teacher, as coach of nine state champion tennis 
teams, as moderator of the school’s Habitat for Humanity 
chapter and as a faculty representative on the Board of 
Trustees, Mike has developed a reputation for the talents he 
once recognized so clearly in his Prep teachers. “Mr. Higgins  
was an absolute rock for me at Prep,” said former tennis  
great Stavros P. Piperis ‘15. “I’m amazed at a number of  
his qualities, but especially his steadiness. He was always  
the calmest voice in the room. That goes a long way when 
you’re not only trying to lead a team full of high school boys 
to victory but also pushing them to better themselves off  
the court.”

With the dawn of a new age in which the value placed on 
remembering and recalling information to do a job well 
may be prized much less than the ability of workers to solve 
complex problems collaboratively in a more competitive 
environment, Creighton Prep is moving forward with the 
development of the ToMorrow Labs project. The effort is a 
$1 million endeavor to create space and equipment for Prep 
students and members of the larger Omaha community to 
develop their talents for collaboration, creativity, critical 
thinking and innovation.

Construction begins this summer on a large studio space in 
the lower level of the school building that will be a center for 
self-directed learning by creating. Within the space, users 
will have access to laser cutters, Computer Numerical Control 
(CNC) routers and mills, 3D printers, microprocessors and 
other tools. In addition, there will be designated areas for 
digital, wood and milling work as well as the furniture and 
storage to support that work.

Whether Prep students or others in Omaha are taking a class 
in the facility or using it to help complete the design of a 
technology-based prototype or an artistic work, the hope is 
that many of the efforts will result in items that can be used to 
serve others while attracting those involved in their creation 
to careers where service plays an important role.

“ToMorrow Labs will be a place where, after people find a 
meaningful problem to tackle, they can work out the designs, 
test them and iterate, working a challenge from beginning 
to end,” said Creighton Prep Principal Jim Bopp who 
helped develop the Innovation Commons at Brophy College 
Preparatory in Phoenix, Arizona. “This represents a real 

revolution in teaching and learning,” noted Jim. “It will help 
Prep students better learn from their mistakes, collaborate 
rather than compete with peers and expose them to new ways 
of self-driven learning, all skills they will need to be fluent in 
to be well prepared for an increasingly dynamic future.”

Initial momentum for the project was helped greatly by the 
commitment to a lead gift from the family of Thomas J. 
Morrow ’65 (dec.), a technology business leader who was 
formerly president of Time Warner Communications. Prep is 
especially grateful to Chris and Sherese Morrow, his brother 
Mark Morrow and Gerry and Bruce Lauritzen for their vision 
and assistance during the formative stages that led up to the 
construction phase.

“With their phenomenal help and that of many others in the 
Prep community, we can build a program that challenges 
our students’ minds while serving as an example to other 
schools in and around the city,” said Director of ToMorrow 
Labs Candace Thompson. Among many other tasks, she will 
manage teaching resources there for courses in subjects like 
architecture, computer-aided design, computer programming, 
circuitry and robotics. The space will also serve as a hub 
for current student clubs such as the Architecture Club, 
CyberPatriots, IT Innovation Cup, Robotics Club and another 
in social entrepreneurship.

If you are interested in supporting the ToMorrow Labs 

project at Creighton Prep, please contact Vice President 

of Advancement Rick Berger ’76 at 402-548-6218 or 

rberg@prep.creighton.edu. Thank you!

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT:

MICHAEL J. HIGGINS ‘75

Image credit: Courtesy of Holland Basham Architects
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Soccer
METRO, DISTRICT A-2 AND STATE CHAMPION 

RECORD: 19-3

Wrestling
STATE: 2ND EAMON MORRISON;  

6TH JACK HASZ

Basketball
DISTRICT A-3 CHAMPION  

STATE QUALIFIER 
#3 AND #4 RANKINGS   |   RECORD: 21-4

Baseball
METRO CONFERENCE CHAMPION 

STATE CHAMPION 
RECORD: 23-12 

Track
METRO CONFERENCE CHAMPION 

STATE CHAMPION

Golf
METRO CONFERENCE: 5TH 

STATE: 5TH

Swimming
METRO CONFERENCE CHAMPION  

STATE CHAMPION 
11TH IN A ROW

SPORTS
CREIGHTON PREP

WINTER/SPRING

As many in the Creighton Prep community know, the idea 
of cura personalis or “care for the whole person” is a bedrock 
Jesuit educational principle behind the high quality experience 
provided to students at the school. Among other areas, it is 
manifested in a developing health and wellness program that 
includes mandatory and random drug and alcohol testing, 
concussion testing, the Fitness for Life course sequence and a 
lunchtime dining program with plenty of fresh, healthy food. In 
just a few months, a new component will be added to that list: 
top-of-the-line Riddell SpeedFlex football helmets that include 
technology to measure the number, force and location of hits.

“The concussion issue is at the forefront of football at every 
level, and everybody has concern about the impact of 
concussions, both short term and long term,” said Director of 
Athletics Dr. Dan Schinzel. “So the technology in the helmets 
has improved exponentially in the last decade.” With that  
has come careful study by Dan and Head Athletic Trainer  
William F. Kleber ‘98 on what would be the right product 
for the football program. From that came the preference for 
Riddell helmets and a proposal to Creighton Prep President  
Fr. Tom Neitzke, SJ. 

“His reaction was, ‘If we’re going to do this, let’s make sure we 
do it right and make sure we do it for everybody,’” noted Dan. 
The result was a purchase by the school of 200 helmets to cover 
all five teams in the program and a fundraising campaign still 
very much in progress to cover the costs.

The helmets have sensors wrapped around the padding that 
will record hits data and notify coaches or athletic trainers 
via pager-like devices that a student athlete has taken a hit 
above a threshold set by Riddell and that an examination of 
the player is warranted. “They haven’t found one threshold 
that means you’re going to have a concussion,” said Bill. “But 
it gives us a chance to say, ‘Okay, this kid took a hit above a 
certain threshold. Let’s check that kid out and make sure he’s 
okay before we put him back in harm’s way.’” 

Typically, that check will involve a putting the player through 
a full game day sideline concussion protocol that looks for 
abnormalities in cranial nerve function, vision, reaction and 
knowledge. If the athletic trainer makes a judgment that the 
player is showing concussion symptoms, he’s pulled out of the 

practice or game, the parents are notified and the student is 
sent home with instructions on what to watch for  
symptomatically overnight. 

If he’s still showing symptoms the next day, the student is put 
through a computer-based impact protocol. “It tests more 
cognitive things that we can’t see,” noted Bill. The results are 
then compared to the baseline measurements for the athlete 
that are taken during equipment checkout in freshman year 
and junior year. 

That information is used to determine any differences between 
their “normal” and where they are after concussion symptoms. 
The concussion team at Prep also emails the student’s teachers, 
letting them know about his symptoms and requesting 
academic accommodations, which follows the “return to learn” 
amendment to the Nebraska Concussion Awareness Act. 

One of the biggest benefits of the helmet sensor data is that 
it can help Bill and the coaches pinpoint the education that 
needs to be done with the student on tackling or hitting 
techniques, education that can reduce the role of the head 
in those activities going forward. “Everybody’s got a million 
ideas on how to fix the concussion thing,” remarked Bill. “And 
the one thing that keeps coming back is education. Teaching 
the kids how to play right. The proper tackling form, the 
proper body movement.” 

If you are interested in donating to help cover the costs of 
the new football helmets at Prep, please contact Director of 
Athletics Dr. Dan Schinzel at dschi@prep.creighton.edu  
or 408-548-3874 or Vice President of Advancement Rick 
Berger ‘76 at rberg@prep.creighton.edu or 402-548-6218. 
Thank you!

TWO GREAT SEASONS IN PREP ATHLETICS HISTORY 
Winter and spring 2017 were great seasons for Prep in NSAA sports with 
swimming, baseball, soccer and track winning state titles. Among the achievements 
in club sports, the powerlifting program brought home an eighth consecutive state 
title, the trapshooting team finished third in the state and lacrosse finished 13-1. The 
team also reached the semifinals of the Nebraska / Iowa Lacrosse Championships 
held at Carmen & Don Leahy Stadium. 
 
Congratulations to all the student athletes on these teams!

SPRING SPORTS

WINTER SPORTS
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whose late twin brother and fellow Jesuit, 
Bob, graduated with him and Fr. Kalamaja. 
“It was a really impressive education.” 
For others, it was the way Prep brought 
together people from all walks of life. “The 
experience at Prep is so special,” explained 
Fr. Burnell “Burnie” Bisbee, SJ, a 1962 
graduate. “We didn’t have a lot of money, 
but I had terrific experience because I had 
worked on my grandfather’s delivery truck. 
[There was a] mixing of different people’s 
experiences at Prep and knowing the 
wealthier kids needed just as much from 
me as I needed from them.”

All, however, were enthralled by their 
Jesuit teachers at Prep. “That group of priests and scholastics 
were obviously happy at what they were doing,” recalled  
Fr. Stohrer. “They were enthusiastic, they were caring, and they 
made a very impressive group I could relate to.” Fr. Bisbee also 
noted, “The real-life experience the Jesuits exuded was really 
invigorating.” 

In his own way, each of these Jesuits sought to make the kinds 
of opportunities they had accessible to others. Fr. Fitzgerald 
worked in fundraising at Red Cloud Indian School on the  
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. Fr. Bisbee led Prep’s financial  
aid program, growing it from a budget of roughly $35,000  
in 1977 to about $870,000 in 1993. Fr. Bisbee’s classmate,  
Fr. George Sullivan, SJ, also came back to Prep, first as a 
theology and history teacher and later as president. The fact  
that he coincidentally shared a name with legendary Prep 
president Fr. Henry Sullivan, SJ was not lost on residents in 
the nursing home next door. “These neighbors said, ‘Isn’t it 
wonderful that Fr. Henry’s son has come back to Creighton 
Prep?’” laughed Fr. Sullivan.

The Jesuits at St. Camillus remain active, 
traveling to churches throughout the 
community to preside at Mass and praying 
for the intentions submitted via FaithCP, 
Prep’s daily app, website and email 
featuring Scripture, Ignatian reflections 
and Ignatian prayer.

While their time as students may have 
ended many years ago, Creighton Prep  
is never far from their minds. “We’re 
coming up on 70 years out of Prep,” 
reflected Fr. Stohrer. “Over the passing 
years, I’ve come to appreciate what really 
happened in those four demanding and 

sometimes stormy years in high school. The appreciation gets 
deeper with the passing of the years.”

“The friendships that endure from those days are 
extraordinary,” added Fr. Sullivan. “Every time I’m in Omaha, 
I catch up with different classmates. It’s been just a tremendous 
way of being able to have people you depend on through life.”

The Midwest Jesuits—like others with aging relatives—face 
the challenge of caring for the largest number of senior Jesuits 
in their history; more than 100 seniors are receiving care. To 
meet these needs, the province is embarking on an essential 
$25 million campaign that will include the expansion of the 
St. Camillus Senior Jesuit Community near Milwaukee to 
complement the Colombiere Senior Jesuit Community near 
Detroit. This bold initiative will provide a continuum of care  
for generations of Jesuits to come. 

To learn more about the project and to support it, please visit  
www.jesuitsmidwest.org/ForOthersCreightonPrep.

Six Senior Jesuits Reflect on  
Their Days at Creighton Prep.
by Brian Harper 
Communications Specialist 
Midwest Jesuits

“You can take a boy out of Creighton Prep, but you can’t take 
the Creighton Prep out of the boy.”

These words have remained with Fr. Wally Stohrer, SJ  
ever since he heard them at his 1947 graduation from  
Creighton Preparatory School. The same can be said for his 
Jesuit brothers and fellow Creighton Prep graduates living 
today at St. Camillus, a senior Jesuit healthcare community in 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. Though these men left Prep anywhere 
from 55 to 70 years ago, each vividly recalls his time there, 
citing it as the place where God’s call became their vocation.

Though all of them entered the same Society of Jesus, the call 
was different for each. Fr. Ted Kalamaja, SJ, a 1953 graduate and 
descendant of the Creighton family, remembered his vocation 
arriving after the priest left the altar during a high school retreat 
at St. John’s Parish. “I’m sitting there, looking at the cross, and a 
voice came up behind me and clearly said, ‘Go with him.’” 

For Fr. Kalamaja, a self-professed troublemaker who “never 
went home at 2:20; I had to go to Jug,” following Christ meant 
spending 27 years working in New Orleans prison ministry 
with incarcerated adolescents. For Fr. Tom McShane, SJ, a 1947 
graduate and another Creighton family descendant, it meant 
teaching physics at Creighton University and leading students 

through research projects at Brookhaven National Laboratory 
in New York and Berkeley Lab in California.

So, what was it about Prep that changed the trajectory of these 
Jesuits’ lives? For some, a Prep education ran in the family. “My 
father had gone there,” remembered Fr. James Fitzgerald, SJ, 

AN EXPERIENCE THAT ENDURES
“The friendships that 

endure from those days are 
extraordinary,” added  

Fr. Sullivan. “Every time 
I’m in Omaha, I catch up 

with different classmates. It’s 
been just a tremendous way 
of being able to have people 
you depend on through life.”

(From left) Jesuit Frs. James Fitzgerald, Burnie Bisbee, Wally Stohrer, Ted Kalamaja,  
George Sullivan and Tom McShane at St. Camillus (Photo by Quentin Maguire)
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WORKPLACE GATHERINGS
CREIGHTON PREP

Creighton Prep alumni, parents, past parents and friends who 
reside in the Omaha area have a significant presence in the 
workplace community. Many are leaders in a variety of area 
industries including healthcare, business, technology, law, 
public service and many others, and the strong relationship 
between Prep and the Omaha workforce community is a vital 
part of “the Prep network.”

Keeping and strengthening that connection to Prep is 
accomplished in part through Creighton Prep Workplace 
Gatherings with area organizations and the Prep community 
members located there. Several gatherings were held during 
the 2016-2017 academic year including at the offices of 
AECOM, Koley Jessen P.C., L.L.O., Lutz and  
Physicians Mutual.

Creighton Prep President Fr. Tom Neitzke, SJ, Principal Jim 
Bopp and members of the Advancement Office very much 
enjoy meeting with organizations that have ties to Prep, and 
these 60-to-90-minute receptions typically start with a social 
followed by a school update from Fr. Tom and Mr. Bopp then 
a Q & A session. Feedback on the gatherings to date has been 
very positive.

If you would like to host a Creighton Prep Workplace 
Gathering at your place of business, please contact 
the Advancement Office at 402-548-6218 or 
advancement@prep.creighton.edu. Thank you!

(L-R) Rick Berger ‘76, Fr. Tom Neitzke, SJ, David Granger ‘10, Phil Kreski ‘77, Tony Beard ‘73, Tim Reed ‘89. Chuck Svajgl ‘92, Evan Friel ‘10,  
David Blair ‘12, Michael Thompson ‘73, Jim Bopp, Ed Mullen ‘83, Bob Gunia ‘89, President and CEO Rob Reed, Taylor Stormberg ‘09

MIKE BEACON ‘85

MATTHEW JADLOWSKI ‘13

TOM HOOVER ‘81

DAVE LAWLER ‘95

PAT NEARY ‘78 JIM SWANSON ‘82

BOB GEHRINGER ‘67

SEAN JOYCE-WHIPP ‘96

DAVE LEAHY ‘76

CHRIS SEARL ‘83

KEVIN VAN WINKLE ‘02

KEVIN FLINT ‘79

TREVOR HERRON ‘94

BILL KLEBER ‘98JAMES JUSTICE ‘07

DAVE STUVA ‘74

RICK BERGER ‘76 TJ FYFE ‘99

MAX HUERTER ‘09

PAUL LAWLER ‘01

JOE RYBERG ‘84

ERIC THOMPSON ‘00

ANDREW FISHER ‘08

CHRIS GUZIEC ‘09

JERRY KINNEY ‘95

JOSH LUEDTKE ‘90

TAYLOR STORMBERG ‘09

JEREMY CANIGLIA ‘88

CHRIS GOODRICH ‘98

ANDY KING ‘06

JONAS LUEDTKE ‘99 JON MAGRUDER ‘12

JEFF WELLWOOD ‘98

PHIL FRANCO ‘76

MIKE HIGGINS ‘75

JERRY KOWAL ‘79

STEVE MONZU ‘92

NICK SVEHLA ‘99

Just ask these current Creighton Prep employees!
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THE HON. WILLIAM M. CONNOLLY ’56 (RET.)

When you sit for just a few minutes in conversation with the 
Hon. William M. Connolly ’56 (Ret.), it’s easy to see in his calm 
demeanor, reasoned reflection and thoughtful replies not only 
his Jesuit educational background but also how he became one 
of the most respected legal minds in the state of Nebraska.

Yet as a Creighton Prep freshman in D class in the fall of 1952, 
a future career filled with great accomplishment in the state’s 
highest courts looked far from a certainty. “I was kind of 
overwhelmed at first,” said Bill. “It was a lot of work, and there 
were a lot of bright kids. But after being a there a few weeks, I 
thought I could cut it.” Chief among the early memories of his 
time at Prep was the discipline and compassion of the Jesuits, 
whom he readily admits had “a real effect” on his outlook  
on life. 

Among them was freshman Latin teacher Fr. Mario Puricelli, 
SJ, who once gave him a good shaking after Bill cracked wise 
in class, a shaking that tore one of only two shirts he had for 
school. Soon after, he received $50 from the priest with this 
instruction: “Buy a couple of shirts and put the rest on your 
tuition.” (This when tuition for the entire year was $100.) 
He also remembers Assistant Principal Fr. C.T. Shinners, SJ 
enforcing order in the Prep hallways. “He could bring a fist 
down on your shoulder and say, ‘That’s for the next time you 
step out of line,’” noted Bill.

After Prep, Bill attended Creighton University then the 
Creighton University School of Law before taking a job in the 
Adams County Attorney’s Office in Hastings, Nebraska in 1963, 
first as deputy county attorney then county attorney, serving in 

the office until 1974. Why Hastings? “It was an opportunity, and 
there weren’t many opportunities in Omaha,” Bill said. “I also 
wanted to be a trial attorney, and I thought it would be a great 
opportunity to get in the courtroom immediately, and I did.” 

That was followed by a career in private practice then a 1992 
appointment by then Governor Ben Nelson to the Nebraska 
Court of Appeals, established a year earlier to help relieve a 
backlog of cases in the Nebraska Supreme Court. Just two years 
later, he received another appointment from Governor Nelson, 
this time to the Nebraska Supreme Court.

Among the many interesting cases he recalls from his 22 
years on the Nebraska Supreme Court is one where the 
court determined that the method of electrocution in death 
penalty cases violated the 8th Amendment on cruel and 
unusual punishment, a determination that generated “a lot of 
controversy, a lot of criticism.” 

Since retiring from the Court in August of last year, Bill has 
enjoyed reviewing cases with the students in the Practical Law 
class taught by Daniel M. (Mike) Shreves ‘75 and his new role 
at Omaha law firm Erickson | Sederstrom P.C., L.L.O. where 
he specializes in arbitration and mediation. In reflecting on 
the role that his Jesuit education at Prep played in his life since 
then, Bill said, “I think it taught me to look at a fellow human 
being and not be so judgmental because maybe I had the breaks 
that somebody else didn’t, somebody who might be fighting 
something like addiction or poverty.”

PREP
GRADS
LIVING
THE
MISSION

Living a life of 

LEADERSHIP
RASHEEN L. COLEMAN ‘96
Rasheen L. Coleman ‘96 has many great memories from his 
time at Prep, including Freshman Retreat (which he calls a 
“pivotal moment” in his life as a teenager), going on field trips 
with the Creighton Prep Science Club, being part of Young 
Democrats, enjoying Senior Skip Day, learning from teachers 
Thomas E. Hoover ‘81 and Sharon D’Agosta, and making 
friends in the midst of what was a very challenging home life 
and early struggles with math and U.S. History. But the most 
memorable lesson he took away from his Prep experience? “I 
learned that it doesn’t matter how far you go in life,” he said. “It 
matters how many you reach back to bring along with you.”

Being a man for others and cultivating a strong faith have 
guided most everything in Rasheen’s life since then. After Prep, 
he went on to Morehouse College, receiving a bachelor’s degree 
in urban studies in 2001. He was then awarded a George H.W. 
Bush Fellowship to attend the Bush School of Government and 
Public Service at Texas A&M University, where he graduated in 
2003 with a master’s in public service and administration. Then 
came his selection as a Capital City Fellow followed by strategic 
planning and performance management work for the District of 
Columbia Department of Motor Vehicles. 

In 2009, he married wife Desiree and they welcomed daughter 
Zoe a year later. In 2011, the family moved to St. Louis so 
Rasheen could pursue a career in the nonprofit sector. Since 
arriving there, he has taught teen pregnancy prevention at 
Better Family Life, provided health education to 8th grade 
students at Fanning Middle School and put together a jobs 
development program for 19-to-21-year-olds in which he 
managed employer partnerships as part of the effort. Rasheen 
and Desiree also welcomed a second daughter, Hailey, in 2012.

He went on to serve as assistant director of development for 
City Garden Montessori School, where he worked for Prep 
alumnus John M. Carroll ‘03 and, in response to the 2014 
outcry in Ferguson, Missouri over a police shooting, founded 
Young Men Inspired, an after-school group for young African-
American students with a mission to cultivate leadership skills 
and character while instilling a sense of responsibility for and 
a commitment to their academic success, their families and 
community, and their future. 

His tireless volunteer work in the St. Louis area has included 
service with the Charmaine Leadership Society of the United 
Way of Greater St. Louis, the Urban League of Metropolitan 
St. Louis, Inc., the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater St. Louis and 
Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Eastern Missouri. Rasheen is also 
a minister at Power of Change Christian Church and helped 
organize Clean Slate Day to assist hundreds of people with 
getting bench warrants removed in St. Clair County. 

Today, he serves as the director of development for Maryville 
University, working to secure financial support from donors. “I 
do this by developing relationships and discovering if there is a 
connection between the amazing things happening at Maryville 
and their passion,” said Rasheen. He cites his greatest challenge 
as making the best decisions for his family, and he looks 
forward to becoming an executive director of a nonprofit or the 
pastor of an urban ministry.

His advice to the Prep students of today? “Embrace the moment. 
Embrace every student retreat, every basketball and football 
game, participate in volunteer opportunities and become 
friends with those who are different from you.”

Living a life of 

SCHOLARSHIP
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RICHARD S. MOCKLER ‘78
Like other Creighton Prep graduates who have gone on to 
greatness in their respective fields of endeavor, Richard S. 
Mockler ’78 has carried with him not only the life skills he 
honed during his time at the school but the understanding 
that a life well lived is inextricably linked to the use of one’s 
gifts in the service of others, especially the underserved.

On the 74th & Western Avenue campus, Rick excelled in 
speech and debate, from which he double-qualified as a senior 
for the National Speech & Debate Tournament in Original 
Oratory and Student Congress, though he downplays the 
accomplishment today while pointing out the wealth of 
talented individuals on the Prep squad at the time including 
James M. Connor ‘78, James M. Crotty ‘77, Thomas M. 
Dethlefs ‘78, Eric L. Myers ‘78 and James C. O’Brien ‘78. He 
also credits now retired speech teacher and coach Linda Mead 
for recruiting him from a freshman speech class to his four-
year tenure in the program.

A heavy schedule of classes as well as the extra study and 
practice required to perform at a high level in speech and 
debate proved to be helpful training for the challenges of 
college and adult life. Rick noted, “At Prep, I pushed up 
against my limits which was a great thing because I had to 
come to terms with the reality that, while I wasn’t the smartest 
kid in the room, I could appreciate the gifts I did have and still 
make a contribution.”

He went to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln where he 
majored in political science and became student body 
president. Then he joined the Jesuit Volunteer Corps for a 
two-year assignment in the Bay Area that was life-changing. 
“I worked for a community organization that advocated for 

families of state prison inmates around visiting conditions 
and trying to support the relationship between inmates and 
their children to hopefully facilitate a more successful reentry. 
Working with these people who have had so many obstacles 
and so many disadvantages was pretty eye opening.”

So eye opening that Rick deferred entry to law school at 
Georgetown University, eventually choosing to work for 
Catholic Charities in the Bay Area, where he developed, 
among other projects, a victim/juvenile offender mediation 
program that allowed juvenile offenders the opportunity 
to meet with their victims and make arrangements for 
restitution. “Our restitution rates were over 90 percent versus 
traditional court-ordered restitution, which was much lower,” 
said Rick. “The volunteers would also tell me that, oftentimes, 
it helped the kids change how they thought about themselves.”

Rick went on to become the executive director of Catholic 
Charities of California, helped create innovative, community-
oriented neighborhoods through work for CoHousing 
Partners and managed the California Head Start Association, 
an organization preparing at-risk youth for success in school. 
Today, he is the chief quality improvement officer for the 
National Head Start Association, a position that allows him to 
work on programs and policy to elevate outcomes for children 
across the country.

“I think our real challenge isn’t figuring out how to make 
a living but figuring out how to make a difference,” he 
remarked. “That takes some real thought and reflection, and 
I feel like that’s what I got from Prep: the ability to be self-
reflective, to think for myself and to take initiative. For me, 
that’s what made all the difference.”

Living a life of 

SERVICE

Alumni
Basketball
The 2016-2017 Alumni Basketball League recently finished its sixth year, continuing the tradition of exciting Sunday night 
games at Creighton Prep. The league is typically comprised of 20 teams separated throughout three divisions.  
 
Congratulations to the following teams that were crowned tournament champions this past season.

RECREATIONAL LEAGUE CHAMPION:
TEAM SPORTING DONNIES
(Front row L-R) Dan Swanson, Joshua Livingston ‘96 and Kris Abrahamson ‘96
(Back row L-R) Ryan Jensen ‘96, Josh Stover ‘96, Sean Douglas and JT Savoie

VARSITY LEAGUE CHAMPION:
TEAM THE DONES
Tom Pryor ’99, Nick Svehla ’99, Caleb Steffensmeier ’10,  
Don Steffensmeier, Chad Burger

JUNIOR VARSITY LEAGUE CHAMPION:
TEAM POTTER
Zac Potter’05, Jason Trummer, Brett Potter ’09, Adam Heimes, Adam Potter ’06,  
Dan Potter ‘81 (Not pictured: Dave Potter ’74, Mike Walter ‘09)

If you would like to put a team together for the 2017-2018 winter season,  

please contact the Alumni Office at 402-393-1190.
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Titus Adams ‘01
FOOTBALL, BASKETBALL

Mike Culver
FOOTBALL, BASEBALL

Jim Haller
FOOTBALL, BASEBALL, BASKETBALL

Jack Jackson ‘54
SWIMMING

The family of Mike Jackson ‘62 (dec.)
SWIMMING

The family of Bob Koraleski ‘44 (dec.)
FOOTBALL, BASEBALL

Joe Wieland ‘99
SOCCER

1960 Football Team

The Henry L. Sullivan, SJ Campus Center was the setting on Monday evening,  
March 6 for approximately 300 guests as seven individuals and one team were  

inducted in the 2017 Athletic Hall of Fame class.

Among the five former student athletes honored were baseball standout Bob Koraleski ‘44 (dec.), 
champion swimmer Mike Jackson ‘62 (dec.), pitching sensation Jim Haller ‘70, soccer great  

Joe Wieland ‘99 and football star Titus Adams ‘01. Former Prep coaches Mike Culver  
and Jack Jackson ‘54, were honored at the event as well. In addition, David Kirchofer ‘85  

received the Dineen Award for coaching excellence.

Also inducted were the members of the 1960 football team that played Central to a 0-0 tie in 
what is considered by many as the greatest high school football game ever played in the state of 

Nebraska. Both schools would go on to share the state title later that season.

20
17
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Robert J. Hladik ‘65 has been working in 
semiretirement at the Hitchcock Nature 
Center in Honey Creek, Iowa where he 
is involved in outdoor education. He 
also continues to teach at Metropolitan 
Community College following a career in 
education that included work as principal 
at St. Thomas More Catholic School.

In March 2014, Kenneth A. Stobbe ‘65 published his book 
“Things I Wanted My Grandson To Know Before I Leave,” a 
compilation of quotations, observations and lessons learned 
that he wanted to preserve for him. The book is available on 
Amazon.com and Walmart.com. 

Dr. James L. Vacek ‘69 delivered the annual James F. Sullivan 
Visiting Professorship lecture at the Creighton University 
School of Medicine on March 8, 2017. The lecture was titled 
“Timeline of an Invention: The Hot Tip Catheter Project.” He 
is Professor of Medicine in the Division of Cardiovascular 
Diseases at the University of Kansas Medical Center and 
received the Legacy Award for Lifetime Achievement in 
Cardiovascular Diseases from the Kansas Chapter of the 
American College of Cardiology in October of last year. 
Jim and his wife Cathi live in Olathe, Kansas and have four 
children: Meredith, Shannon, Brian and Patrick.

Robert J. McDonald ’80 and 
Andrew P. Ryba ’92 (pictured at 
right) have joined the Steier Group 
as campaign managers. Prior to 
working at the Steier Group, Bob 
spent 30 years in many roles as a 
journalist at the Omaha World-
Herald. He also has served as a 
stewardship consultant for  
St. James Parish, a prior Steier 
Group client and where Andy  
and his family are parishioners. 

Christopher W. Anderson ’83 was promoted to full  
professor at the University of Kansas School of Business  
in Lawrence, Kansas, where he is the Anderson W. Chandler 
Teaching Fellow in Business. In July 2017, he will begin  
work as undergraduate programs director for the  
business school.

The Harry A. Koch Co. promoted David G Jesse ’83 to 
the position of Chief Operating Officer. Dave has been with 
company since 1989 when he started his career there as a 
financial analyst. He most recently served as a senior  
vice president.

John J. Cavanaugh ’84 is chief nurse anesthetist in the 
Department of Anesthesia at the Omaha VA Medical Center. 
He was recently appointed to the national Field Advisory 
Committee on anesthesia, reporting to the group about  
current anesthetic practices.

James P. Minge ’87 and Michael T. Gilloon ’03 have 
been hired by Bozell, an Omaha advertising and public 
relations agency. Still the publisher of The Dispatch, a weekly 
e-newsletter focused on Omaha area entertainment news, 
Jim is developing content at Bozell while Mike joins the firm 
as director of strategic communications after working for 
Starcom in Chicago for many years. Prior to working at Bozell, 
Jim wrote for the Omaha World-Herald, served as editor of 
The Reader, City Weekly and Shout magazines, and was a 
copywriter for Omaha Steaks and Hayneedle.

Jeffrey S. Monzu ’88  
is vice president and 
senior project manager 
at Leo A Daly. He has 
been responsible for 
leading the design 
efforts of many of Prep’s 
recent projects including 
the renovations to the 
Henry L. Sullivan, SJ 
Campus Center and 
Skinner Chapel. Jeff has also worked on the designs for Prep’s 
exterior signage. In April of 2016, he received the Outstanding 
Alumni Award from the College of Architecture Friends 
Association at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Matthew E. Ellis ’91 has been appointed executive vice 
president, secretary and general counsel at WoodmenLife. He 
started with the company in 2006, and, prior to that, received 
both his MBA and law degrees from Creighton University.

Matthew J. Boever ’93 was promoted to the leadership  
team at Home Instead Senior Care where he will direct 
government affairs in support of the company’s North 
American network. Matt joined Home Instead in 2013  
as government affairs manager. 

The Steier Group promoted senior campaign manager 
Matthew W. Vuorela ’94 to the position of executive 
vice president. A graduate of Creighton University as well, 
Matt brings more than a decade of fundraising and project 
management experience to his new role.

On Friday, January 27, 
2017, David A. Lawler 
’95 and his wife Kelly 
welcomed Matthew 
Anthony Lawler (6 lbs. 
14 oz.) to their family.  
Dave works at Creighton 
Prep as a teacher and as 
the director of Campus 
Ministry, where he 
coordinates much of the 
service work performed 
by Prep students. 

Veridian Credit Union announced earlier this year that 
Sean M. Miglini ’95 joined the firm as a senior commercial 
loan officer. His prior experience in the commercial lending 
business included work for SAC Federal Credit Union.

1960s

1980s

1990s

Thomas J. Sanders ’70 
helps veterans as a 
volunteer at the Robert J. 
Dole VA Medical Center in 
Wichita, Kansas where  
he was the executive 
director for 10 years. 
On Saturday, February 
25, 2017, he received the 
Ivonne Goldstein Award 
for Community Volunteer 

at the Difference Makers for Wichita Awards Banquet held at 
Newman University. The award recognized his volunteer work 
for a number of organizations in the Wichita area.

Already a member of the Kansas City chapter of the Institute 
for Real Estate Management, Michael T. Lanning ’78 is 
currently serving as president of the IREM in 2017. The  
IREM is an international group of real estate professionals  
who are concerned with practicing in an ethical way and 
developing management through education. Mike is also a 
senior vice president in the Cushman & Wakefield office in 
Kansas City, Missouri.

1970s

The Nebraska State Bar Foundation bestowed its 2017 Lifetime 
Achievement Award on J. Terry Macnamara ’54. According 
to the Bar Foundation’s website, the award is given to recognize 

“significant contributions” by an attorney to the organization, 
the legal profession and the community. 

The Indiana University School of Medicine dedicated the Leo 
J. McCarthy M.D. History of Medicine Room at the Ruth 
Lily Medical Library on February 17, 2016 in honor of Leo J. 
McCarthy ‘57. The room holds valuable collections that are 
used in the study of medical history. The dedication follows 
a May 2015 announcement of a gift that Leo made to the 
school to endow the Leo J. McCarthy History of Medicine 
Lectureship. In May 2017, he was honored by the IU School 
of Medicine Alumni Association with the Glenn W. Irwin Jr., 
M.D. Distinguished Faculty Award.

1950s



26     CREIGHTON PREP

1990s Continued …

Former Prep swimming great Coley M. Stickels ‘96 began 
work on July 1, 2017 as associate head sprint swimming coach 
at Indiana University. Coley arrived at IU after a very successful 
club coaching career at Canyons Aquatic Club in Santa Clarita, 
California, where he led a number of swimmers to age group, 
high school, national and international success.

Douglas M. Peter ‘97 wed Lauren Childers on May 6, 2017. 
The service took place at St. Boniface Catholic Church in 
Elgin, Nebraska and was followed by a reception at the Divots 
Conference Center in Norfolk, Nebraska.

Actor Nicholas L. D’Agosto ’98 is currently playing attorney 
Josh Segal in the NBC comedy “Trial & Error,” which was 

recently renewed by the network for a second season. In his role, 
he works a murder case in South Carolina where he defends 
suspect Larry Henderson, played by famed stage and screen actor 
John Lithgow. 

Now in his fourth year at Football Championship Subdivision 
powerhouse North Dakota State University, Conor M. Riley ’98 
coaches the offensive line and is the running game coordinator. 
During his time at NDSU, the Bison have won three national 
championships. Away from the football field, he is involved in 
the effort to relocate California condors to more eco-friendly 
habitats, work that he began while serving as a football coach  
in California.

Commercial real estate executive Matthew J. Edney ’01 began 
work at OMNE Partners Omaha in 2016 as an executive vice 
president in the brokerage department. He was most recently a 
vice president at Colliers International.

After working for YMCA chapters 
in Wichita, Kansas and Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, Brandon J. Brugger ’03 
was hired in 2017 as the executive 
director of the Downtown YMCA in 
Omaha. In addition to a range of work 
experience, he has a master’s degree in 
exercise science from Western Kentucky 
University and is a certified strength 
and conditioning specialist.

Zachary T. Carlisle `06 is a second year Ph.D. candidate at 
Oklahoma State University, studying and teaching sociology. 
Among his primary interests in the field are sociological theory 
and social psychology. Also a graduate of the University of 
Nebraska Omaha, Zac and his wife Theresa reside in  
Stillwater, Oklahoma.

Thomas S. McQueen ’06 was promoted from analyst to 
associate at Acclaro Valuation Advisors, which specializes in 
valuing businesses of various sizes and industries across the 
country. Tom brings with him a bachelor’s degree in business 
management from the University of Iowa and a master’s 
degree in investment management and financial analysis from 
Creighton University.

Spencer R. Murphy ’07 is an attorney in the litigation 
department at Lamson, Dugan and Murray LLP. He is a 2016 
graduate of the Creighton University School of Law where he 
worked on the Creighton Law Review as editor-in-chief.

Architect Matthew J. Neaderhiser ’07 of Holland Basham 
Architects has been working on a student housing project for 
the campus of the University of Nebraska at Kearney. Matt is 
also certified as a remote pilot and can operate HBA’s drone. 

Congratulations to Connor T. O’Neill ’07 and his wife Ellie 
who welcomed McKenzie Camille O’Neill to their family on 
March 10, 2017.

Matthew R. Elston ’08 and his wife Micaela Malloy Elston 
celebrated their first anniversary on May 7, 2017. They were 
married at Sacred Heart Church in Omaha, and all nine of 
Matt’s attendants were Creighton Prep graduates. 

Congratulations to Christopher L. Snyder ‘09 and his wife 
Kailey who welcomed Isla Rose Snyder to their family on 
January 6, 2017.

Ryan P. Spellman ’09 is a project manager for J Development 
Co. and has been working on the transformation of the historic 
100 Block district in Council Bluffs, Iowa.

Nicholas G Fischer ’13 graduated from Creighton University 
in May of 2017 and received the Spirit of Creighton Award at 
the commencement event. The Spirit of Creighton Award is the 
highest honor that the school confers annually on a student. 
Among his many other honors, he was recognized for the best 
oral presentation at Creighton Research Day in 2016.

Jacob P. Molacek ’14 set a meet record of 19.08 seconds in 
the 50-yard freestyle at the 2017 Region VII Spring Sectionals 
at the University of Missouri in Columbia. Last year, he 
participated in the U.S. Olympic Swimming Trials at the 
CenturyLink Center in Omaha.

Stavros P. Piperis ’15 organized a December 2016 dinner at 
Boston College for those at BC who had either graduated from 
or worked at Creighton Prep. Pictured standing (L-R) are 
William P. Leahy, SJ, the president of Boston College, Vincent 
L. Strand, SJ, Luke Michael Douglas Ramos ’13, Thomas J. 
Schembari ’16, Colin J. Piti ’15, Mark R. Schembari ’13, 

Chad M. Witecy ’15, Andrew J. Hansen ’13 and Casey 
Beaumier, SJ. Seated (L-R) are Mark T. Nichting ’15, Davis C. 
Erker ’14, Nikolaos P. Piperis ’13, Liam P. Townley ’14 and 
Stavros P. Piperis ’15. (Not pictured: James T. Bretzke, SJ, 
Conor R. Townley ’13 and Stephen N. Wolfe, SJ.)2000s

2010s

To update your contact information with Creighton Prep, 
please visit www.creightonprep.org/reconnect today.

Are you a Creighton Prep alumnus interested in supporting your alma mater, helping with class reunions and spreading the  
word about the mission of the school? Then please consider becoming a Creighton Prep Alumni Class Ambassador!

The Advancement Office at Prep is actively looking for class ambassadors for the following alumni classes: 

1951, 1953, 1954, 1955, 1958, 1959, 1960, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1966, 1968, 1969, 1970, 1972,  
1973, 1975, 1978, 1979, 1981, 1982, 1983, 1984, 1987, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2002 and 2006.

Visit www.creightonprep.org/aca to learn more about the role of class ambassadors or contact Director of Alumni Relations  
Max Huerter ’09 at 402.548.3851 or mhuer@prep.creighton.edu. Thank you! Thank you as well to the more than 30 class  

ambassadors who attended the Tuesday, March 28, 2017 kickoff meeting in the Carta Hall of Fame Room.

BECOME A CREIGHTON PREP ALUMNI
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ALUMNI
Paul C. Bast ‘76, 
brother of William ‘66 (deceased), Joseph ‘69

J. Robert Bohacek ‘43

Doro L. Bortolotti ‘58

William “Bill” George Boyd, Jr. ‘60 

Francis E. Brosnihan ‘68

Timothy J. Burke ‘98 

Gary F. Byrne ‘58, 
father of Erin ‘86, Brendan ‘89 

Luciano H. Cappellano ‘77, 
brother of Dean ‘79

Richard “Dick” Chleborad ‘51

Thomas J. Circo ‘68, 
brother of Daniel ’67, Richard ‘73

John E. Connolly ’41, 
brother of Edward ‘52 (deceased) 

Thomas J. Decker ‘83, 
father of Braxton ‘20

W. Patrick Dolan ‘57, 
brother of Michael ‘61 

Robert G. Fraser Jr. ‘70, 
son of Robert ‘33 (deceased), brother of Francis ‘65,  
William ‘67 (deceased)

Jeffrey P. Gaule ‘79, 
son of John ‘38 (deceased), brother of Michael ’65,  
J.T. ’69, Dennis ‘70

Jerry T. Gill II ‘56, 
brother of John ‘66

John J. Higgins ‘Jr. ‘50, 
brother of Daniel ‘55, Michael ‘59, grandfather of  
Benjamin Micek ‘06, Andrew Micek ‘09, Arthur Egan ‘17

Michael T. Hoesing ‘71, 
brother of John ‘59 (deceased)

Ronald A. Hopkins ‘55, 
brother of John ‘63 

Thomas L. Houlton Jr. ‘44, 
grandfather of John ‘08, Tyler ‘17

Benjamin C. Hull ‘46

Patrick J. Hyland ‘53, 
brother of Robert ‘54

Michael R. Jones ‘68

Joseph B. Kaufmann ‘63 

Joseph A. Kinney ‘19, 
brother of Max ‘13, Samuel ‘15, Peter ‘20

Ray C. Krejci ‘53 

Richard J. Lambert ‘49,
brother of Robert ‘47 (deceased)

Michael J. Lynch ‘60, 
father of Michael ‘82, brother of James ‘67

William C. McCarten ‘42, 
brother of Robert ‘37 (deceased)

Kevin M. McNulty ‘76, 
brother of Thomas ’74, James ‘84

R. David Miller ‘65

Matthew Ryan Oberst ‘92, 
son of Matthew ‘71, brother of Justin ‘97, Conor ’98

Patrick M. O’Donnell ‘63

John E. Passarelli ‘02, 
brother of David ‘01, Michael ‘05, Patrick ‘06, James ‘08

Michael Thomas Peters ‘14

Matthew L. Pistillo ‘90, 
son of John ‘61, brother of Thomas ‘94

John B. Rapier III ‘60, 
father of Brian ‘02

George R. Rieth ‘44

Adam J. Rokes ‘10, 
son of Adam ‘83, brother of John ‘16

Michael L. Schemmer ‘77

William C. Schnobrich ‘49 (8/13/16), 
brother of John ‘47

Robert A. Sobraske ‘47

Richard J. Spethman ‘50, 
father of Richard ‘79, Martin ‘81, grandfather of Malachy Sullivan 
‘06, Colin Sullivan ‘10, Seamus Sullivan ‘13, Michael Pallesen ‘19, 
brother of Edward ‘48 (deceased), Gerald ‘53 (deceased)

Arthur F. Stolinski ‘40, 
brother of Theodore ‘36 (deceased)

John F. Tusa, Sr. ‘60, 
son of Francis ‘33 (deceased), brother of Edward ‘63, Richard ‘65

Daniel R. Tweeton ‘80

Delmar W. Weidner ‘41, 
father of John ‘83, James ‘84

FATHERS
Joseph J. Barmettler, 
father of Joseph ‘77, Gregory ‘79, Richard ‘81, Timothy ‘86, 
Michael ‘88

David A. Barton Sr., 
father of David ‘83, grandfather of Ryan ‘12, Matthew ‘12, William ‘17 

Richard J. Bene Sr., 
father of Richard ‘78, Thomas ‘80, grandfather of Anthony ‘18

Timothy S. Cacioppo, 
father of Salvatore ‘20, son of Richard ‘61 

Gerald G. Coufal Sr., 
father of Terence ‘82, Raymond ‘83 

Michael G. Deacon, 
father of Aaron ‘94, Jesse ‘00

Gedeminas J. Drazdys, 
father of Algimantas ‘75 (deceased), Danukas ‘83,  
grandfather of Andrew ‘12

Dennis Edward “Denny” Dunn, 
father of Robert ‘85, Cass ‘91, G.W. Colin ‘95 

William P. Egan, M.D., 
father of William ‘85 

Edward P. Garriott, 
father of James ‘85, grandfather of James ‘15 

Leo H. Gent, 
father of Peter ‘01

Ronald L. Gotto, 
stepfather of Michael VanderWilt ‘93

Ralph J. Gross, 
father of Michael ‘67

H. Kevin Happe, 
father of Nathan ‘07, Leo ‘10 

Michael D. Headlee, 
father of David ‘99

Douglas E. Hiner, 
father of Jamison ‘96

Paul W. Hartigan, 
father of Thomas ‘74, Timothy ‘76,  
grandfather of Paul Godberson ‘13, Owen Godberson ‘16 

Robert Patrick Horgan, 
father of Robert ‘97

James M. King, 
father of Michael ‘86, grandfather of Alex ‘17

Michael A. Lemmers, 
father of Patrick ‘68

Marvin R. Limbeck, 
father of Richard ‘67, Ronald ‘69, Randal ‘72, Robert ‘79 

William Drewry Lyons, 
father of W. Drew ‘76, grandfather of Robert Burke ‘99,  
Alex Baldwin ‘03, Samuel Burke ‘07, Benjamin Lyons ‘09

William V. “Billy” Musick, 
father of Brecken ‘20

Joseph J. Nigra, 
father of Dana ‘66 (deceased) 

James P. O’Connor, 
father of Dennis ‘69 

Lloyd M. O’Neill, 
father of Sean ‘09

Anthony Procopio, 
father of Todd ‘79

William E. Ramsey, 
father of Mark ‘78, James ‘85, grandfather of William ‘03,  
Joseph ‘05, John ‘07, Adam ‘10, Nicholas ‘12 

Craig T. Reisser, 
father of Kelvin ‘10

William E. Schulte, 
father of William ‘73, Robert ‘76 

Marlan J. Simpson, 
father of Michael ‘65, Thomas ‘81, grandfather of Robert ‘88, 
Timothy ‘12 

Victor E. Solano, 
father of Steven ‘80

Chester M. Stefanski, 
father of Thomas ‘70 (deceased), James ‘77

William G. Stockdale, 
father of Michael ‘01, David ‘03, Mark ‘12

Stephen J. Sulentic, 
father of Stephen ‘76, Michael ‘81 

Duane L. Thelen, 
father of Stephen ‘82, grandfather of Michael ‘09

Gerald T. Toohey, 
father of Jeffrey ‘79, Michael ‘82, grandfather of Colin ‘10,  
Sean ‘17

Cleveland Vaughn, Jr., 
father of Derek ‘92

Daniel A. Vermillion, 
father of Daniel ‘71, David ‘87, grandfather of Philip Dougherty ‘01, 
Jonathan Kallhoff ‘13 

F.J. Wiles, 
father of Thomas Lund ‘67, John Lund ‘69,  
grandfather of Jay Lund ‘98, Nick Lund ‘05, Connor Lund ‘08, 
Joseph Ficenec ‘00, Benjamin Baltimore ‘19

Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, my understanding, and my entire will. 

All I have and call my own. Whatever I have or hold, you have given me. 

I restore it all to you and surrender it wholly to be governed by your will. 

Give me only your love and grace and I am rich enough and ask for nothing more.

St. Ignatius of Loyola

PLEASE REMEMBER
OCTOBER 1, 2016 TO APRIL 30, 2017

WIVES
Patricia A. Atwood, 
wife of Edward ‘43

Theresa M. Bellus, 
wife of John ‘58

Kathleen “Kay” (Calvert) Bohacek, 
wife of J.Robert ‘43

Marta A. Caniglia, 
wife of Gerald ‘58, mother of Casey ‘93

Catherine Casey, 
wife of Joseph ‘53, mother of Joseph ‘80, Brian ‘81, Patrick ‘82, 
Daniel ‘84, grandmother of Sean ‘12, Robert ‘13

Patricia F. Dunning, 
widow of Jerome ‘44, mother of Timothy ‘67, Mark ‘71 

Jo Ann Forman, 
wife of Edward ‘48

Adrianne L. Geppert, 
wife of Michael ‘78, mother of Andrew ‘07, John ‘07

 
 

JoAnn Goodland, 
widow of Charles ‘55, mother of Kevin ‘89, Bryan ‘92

Helen Jenkins, 
widow of Harry ‘46, mother of Thomas ‘70, John ‘72, Joseph ‘75, 
Michael ‘76, Richard ‘77, Timothy ‘81, grandmother of Henry ‘06, 
John ‘08, Samuel ‘14, Robert Kizer ‘93, Richard Kizer ‘94,  
John Walsh ‘19

Rita A. Kessler, 
widow of Joseph ‘47, mother of Theodore ‘74, Anthony ‘76, 
Timothy ‘77, Jerry ‘79, Daniel ‘81

Margaret M. Kranda, 
widow of C. Marvin ‘40, grandmother of John Rice ‘95,  
Matthew Rice ‘97

Margaret A. McMahon (8/19/16), 
wife of Raymond ‘48, mother of Daniel ‘78 (deceased)

Rosemary A. Nolan, 
widow of William ‘42, mother of William ‘71, James ‘75, 
grandmother of William ‘02, Michael ‘04, Joseph Byam ‘03,  
John Byam ‘05 

Judith Ryan, 
wife of George ‘57 

Elisabeth Singh, 

wife of Ralph ‘73

Joan Stuben, 

wife of Harold ‘54 

Helen L. Svoboda, 

widow of James ‘51, mother of Terrance ‘82 (deceased), 
grandmother of John Sutko ‘04, Paul Sutko ‘06,  
Michael Gregory ‘06

Susan C. Toberer, 

widow of Jeffrey ‘61, stepmother of Daniel ‘87

Joanne F. (Thompson) Trobough, 

widow of James ‘52

Gail F. Vulje, 

wife of George ‘64

Leona M. Weidner, 

widow of Delmar ‘41, mother of John ‘83, James ‘84

Carol L. Wessling, 

wife of Kenneth ‘57, grandmother of John Donahue IV ‘20
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MOTHERS
Patricia A. Bantner, 
mother of Christopher ‘88

Margherita M. Bartolomei, 
mother of John ‘72, Robert ‘75, Mark ‘77, grandmother of  
Stephen ‘99, Matthew ‘10, Joseph ‘11, Thomas Thibodeaux ‘08 
Patrick Thibodeaux ‘10

Tanya M. Becker, 
mother of Jason ‘16

Alice Flearl Bedore, 
mother of Robert ‘75 (deceased), Warren ‘77 (deceased) 

Elaine C. Carney, 
mother of Thomas ‘82, Daniel ‘85, grandmother of Adam ‘04

Eleanor M. Carrington, 
mother of Brian ‘96 

Elizabeth A. Domalakes, 
mother of Richard ‘67, Thomas ‘80

Glenna J. Ferrante, 
mother of Ronald ‘69

Mary E. Friedl, 
mother of Raymond ‘64 

Shirley R. Gleason, 
mother of John ‘67

Ellen Anne (Hamilton) Greene, 
mother of John ‘73, James ‘75, grandmother of  
Matthew Smith ‘99, Andrew Smith ‘02 

Kathleen J. Hansen, 
mother of Damon Halverson ‘94, Michael Hansen ‘10,  
Stephen Hansen ‘11, Andrew Hansen ‘13, David Hansen ‘15 

Amity B. Hinchey, 
mother of Maurice ‘68, Thomas ‘80

Rita R. Howell, 
mother of Robert ‘70, grandmother of Robert ‘94, Phillip ‘96, 
Joseph ‘99

Mary Ann Jackson, 
mother of William ‘69, Dennis ‘70, James ‘75, grandmother of 
Benjamin ‘99, Bernard ‘02 (deceased), Patrick ‘08 

Donna M. Johansen, 
mother of Robert ‘75 

Jan M. Kirke, 
mother of Brian ‘90

Susan Denis Laughlin, 
mother of Mark ‘99 

Rosemarie Lee, 
mother of Patrick ‘03

Virginia L. Lefler, 
mother of Steven ‘69, Henry ‘72, step-grandmother of  
Matthew Burns ‘00

Mary Ann Maxey, 
mother of James ‘67 (deceased), W. Lee ‘70, Jon ‘71 

Judi A. Messina, 
mother of Michael ‘86, Daniel ‘95 

Amy S. Mezzacappa, 
mother of Frank ‘10, Michael ‘11, Marc ‘14

Susan C. “Kanger” Mitzlaff, 
mother of James ‘74, David ‘81, grandmother of Lucas ‘07,  
Nicholas ‘10, Brian Smith ‘94, Taylor Smith ‘09 

Lucille Franco Mullin, 
mother of John ‘75, Richard ‘79

Mary Ellen Myers, 
mother of Richard ‘62 (deceased), Thomas ‘63,  
grandmother of Steven ‘96 

Neva Orsi, 
mother of Eugene ‘71 (deceased), Lawrence ‘73

Mary E. “Betty” Pakes, 
mother of Donald ‘65 

Tamera J. Parsons, 
mother of Brent ‘99

Kathleen S. “Kay” Platter, 
mother of Mitchell ‘81 (deceased), M. Phillip ‘83

Mary “Arlene” Rustand, 
mother of Douglas ‘81 

Lisa A. Schembri, 
mother of Jacob ‘16 

Alberta J. Schulte, 
mother of Ronald ‘67, John ‘69 (deceased), David ‘71 

Doris L. Sledge, 
mother of Theodore ‘69, James ‘72

Mary T. Sokolik, 
mother of Thomas ‘87 

Cathleen A. Vanhauer, 
mother of James ‘06

Ruby A. Venditte, 
mother of Louis ‘88 

Josephine C. Witt, 
mother of Paul ’83, grandmother of Dan ‘92, Andrew ‘01,  
Matthew ‘05, Henry German ‘03

Mary Ann Wurtz, 
mother of Dennis ‘77, grandmother of Nathan ‘02

Violet M. Zorad, 
mother of Michael ‘65

CHILDREN
Kelly L. (Mackevicius) Cuevas, 
daughter of Marilyn and Algird Mackevicius ‘64

Angela Christine (Lefler) Fereday, 
daughter of Steven and Eileen Hearty Lefler ‘69,  
half-sister of Matthew Burns ‘00

Dennis Glenn Hoffman, 
son of Rosalan and Robert Hoffman ‘37 (deceased),  
brother of Robert ‘61, Timothy ‘66

Michael A. Scherr, 
son of Janice and Stephen Scherr ‘57

PLEASE REMEMBER OCTOBER 1, 2016 TO APRIL 30, 2017

Edward G. Warin ’65
February 16, 1947 – May 20, 2017

Prominent Omaha area attorney and Creighton Prep alumnus 
Edward G. Warin ’65 passed away on Saturday, May 20 at 
the age of 70.

After arriving at Prep from St. Cecilia Grade School, Ed 
participated in debate, football, sodality and student council 
during his four years on the 74th & Western Avenue campus, 
becoming president of the council during his senior year. 

After graduating, he went on to earn degrees from Creighton 
University and Georgetown Law before working for the office of 
the Douglas County Attorney in Omaha. A few years later at the 
age of 29, he was appointed by U.S. Senator Edward Zorinsky 
to the position of U.S. Attorney for the District of Nebraska 
where he served four years until moving to private practice for 
the majority of his legal career, first at Gross & Welch, P.C., 
L.L.O. then McGrath North and Kutak Rock LLP. Among many 
career highlights was his selection by Best Lawyers® 2014 as 
Lawyer of the Year in Omaha for white collar criminal defense.

Ed also provided his time and talent to Prep as chairman of the 
Governing Board and as a member of the Council of Regents. 

To notify Creighton Prep of the passing of a Prep community member,  

please contact Terri Haller at 402.548.3845 or thall@prep.creighton.edu.

The Advancement Office at Creighton Prep will be hosting a regional 
gathering for Denver, Colorado area alumni on Thursday, August 31, 2017 
from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Wynkoop Brewing Company at 1634 18th 
Street in downtown Denver. Visit www.creightonprep.org/denver to register!



7400 Western Avenue
Omaha, NE 68114-1878

www.creightonprep.org

Be sure to gather your classmates and friends for the  
Prep vs. Benson varsity football game to be held on 
campus at Carmen & Don Leahy Stadium on  
Friday, October 6, 2017 at 4 p.m.!

The classes listed above are still scheduled for reunions 
in 2017 on the dates listed at right. If you haven’t 

already made arrangements to spend time with your 
classmates from Prep, renewing your friendships and 

catching up on the events in your lives since your 
days as Junior Jays, please contact Director of Alumni 

of Alumni Relations Max Huerter at mhuer@prep.
creighton.edu or (402) 548-3851.

CLASS OF 1992
CLASS OF 1997
CLASS OF 2002

CLASS OF 2007
CLASS OF 2012

CLASS OF 1957
CLASS OF 1962

CLASS OF 1982
CLASS OF 1987

CLASS REUNION

DATES
SEPT. 29-OCT. 1, 2017

OCT. 20-22, 2017


