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Greetings
I hope all of you enjoyed a great holiday season, particularly through acts of kindness 
and generosity you may have shown to those close to you and to those you may not 
have known but who were clearly in great need. 

As St. Ignatius of Loyola said, “Love ought to show itself in deeds more than in words,” 
and I think it is especially important to show love in deeds during the season of giving, 
when so many in our community and around the world are celebrating the birth of 
our Lord while also trying to manage through dire circumstances that include poverty, 
disease, loneliness and other sufferings that call us to act on their behalf.

It is in this spirit that I am pleased to bring you an edition of the Creighton Prep Alumni 
News that highlights our students and alumni in the service of others. I hope the article 
on the service our students perform during their four years here reminds you of the spark 
that was lit for you at Prep in your formation as a man for others. I also hope you enjoy 
reading about the service-oriented lives of the alumni profiled in these pages from 
those actively serving in the Omaha Fire Department to the legendary Prep presence 
of Rev. Charles F. Mullen, S.J. ‘30.

As I mentioned in the last Alumni News, my main goal is to push the school to be better 
every day, again partly through nurturing the tradition that continues to serve Prep so 
well while questioning the possible elements of traditionalism at the school, the practices 
we may be engaged in out of convenience, comfort or control that are no longer helpful 
in our reach for the “magis,” or “the more,” as an organization in the service of Christ.

In my first steps toward this goal, I have met individually with each faculty and staff 
member as well as with groups of students, alumni and parents (both current and 
past). These meetings are providing me with insight on how to lead Prep to a closer 
representation of its full potential into the foreseeable future. In doing so, I also will be 
mindful to use the Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm of context, experience, reflection, 
action and evaluation.

In addition to the work I have begun with the Governing Board in looking strategically 
into the future, I will be focused in the near term on completing assessments of the 
President’s Leadership Team, the structure, organization and policies of faculty and staff 
personnel, and our branding and marketing efforts. Along the way, I will continue to 
build relationships with key Prep constituencies who can help us in a multitude of ways.

More than ever, your support of Prep is greatly needed and most welcome. In the 
Ignatian tradition, while we never get to cross the goal line or rest as if we’ve completed 
our work, I believe that pursuing excellence at Prep in all ways is an exciting journey 
to which we can all commit. It is also one where I look forward to celebrating the 
milestones we achieve together in support of our deserving students. Your continued 
support of Prep will enable us to respond fully to the call of Pope Francis to send them 
out into the world without fear to serve.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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You might know that Creighton Prep’s 
mission is to form men of faith, scholarship, 
leadership and service in the Catholic and 
Jesuit tradition. What you may not know is 
just how that formation takes place. 

In part, it happens through a combination of classroom study and real 
world application, where Prep students take concepts learned in their 
theology studies and apply them through the care they show others in 
and around Omaha and beyond. 

We hope the following gives you a sense for how a student’s formation as a 
man for others occurs over the course of their four years at Prep.

Freshman year – Service with  
their Big Brothers

The service work that helps Prep students learn to center their lives 
on the needs of others begins freshman year with the guidance of 
the seniors in the Big Brothers program, whose chairmen contact the 
incoming class by letter the summer before they arrive at Prep. They let 
them know their assigned Big Brothers will be there to help them during 
their first year and will be contacting them soon. The letter also lists the 
near-term activities that the Big Brothers program will sponsor for them 
and highlights the importance of Freshman Orientation in August and 
Freshman Retreat in February.

About midway through their first semester at Prep, the freshmen 
perform a service project alongside their Big Brothers, either helping at 

a designated service site or raking leaves for the elderly or people 
with disabilities outside various homes. In all, about 600 service 
hours are logged.

They gather in the Henry L. Sullivan, S.J. Campus Center for a 
morning prayer service where they also participate in blessing—
and being blessed by—their Big Brothers prior to their service 
work together between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. This is 
followed by a lunch where the freshmen and their Big Brothers 
discuss the experience.

For example, on Wednesday, October 16, 2013 following a prayer 
service at Prep, freshmen and their Big Brothers scattered to over 
30 sites across the city of Omaha for service. At one location, the 

Immanuel Fontenelle Home, Prepsters 
conducted a bowling tournament 
for the residents in a large room at 
the facility, guided by Chief Nurse 
Executive Cindi Leo-Gofta from 
Immanuel Fontenelle and teacher 
Gregory J. Glenn ‘70 from Prep. 

For the Prep students, this meant helping wheelchair-bound 
residents into the room and positioning them at the beginning of 
two makeshift “alleys” where they bowled. Scoring, pin resets and 
encouragement were then offered by other Prepsters at the end of 
the alleys.

Reflecting on this event and her eight-year experience at 
Immanuel Fontenelle with Prep volunteers, Cindi Leo-Gofta 
notes that, “Our residents look forward to the time the students 
spend here.” She also remarks, “I am so impressed by how kind 
and respectful the students are towards the residents. The faculty 
at Prep and the parents of these young men should be very proud.” 

Freshmen, as do the rest of the student body, can also choose to 
augment this service work by contributing in other ways such as 
working on mission collections or Operation Others, a school-
wide project where food that has been purchased and stocked 
in the few months prior to a December delivery weekend is 
transferred via many helpful hands and vehicles to approximately 
1,400 families in need in the Omaha area. 

Perhaps the most well-known of all the community service work 
performed by Prep students, Operation Others started at the 
school in 1967 and has expanded since then to include students 
from Duchesne, Gross, Marian, Mercy, Mount Michael, Roncalli 
and Skutt. “O.O.” leaders also work with Catholic Charities and 
other local agencies and parishes to avoid duplicating services 
and to serve more people during the critical holiday time period. 

Serving in Operation Others also helps introduce Prep freshmen 
to the concept of preferential treatment for the poor, one that 

is reinforced in the Gospel, in the Faces of Christ retreat they 
experience their sophomore year and in the Catholic Social 
Teaching curriculum they study and act on during junior year.

Sophomore year – Service in the  
Faces of Christ retreat

After being mentored by and performing service alongside their  
Big Brothers and other Prepsters during freshman year, 
sophomores at Prep serve in the Faces of Christ retreat, also 
known as the Streets of Omaha program directed by the Open 
Door Mission (ODM).

For 38 weeks each year, groups of 10 sophomores, some with 
sandwich-making food in tow and often after a reflection at Prep 
on the Gospel of Matthew, are driven on Friday mornings in Prep 
vans to the Open Door Mission complex just north of downtown 

and east of Abbott Drive. Once there (typically by 9:30 a.m.), 
they work with other volunteers in ODM’s large cafeteria to put 
together and bag over 1,000 lunches. The students then assist with 
packing the Prep and ODM vans with lunches, cases of bottled 
water and bags of personal items that include such basics as soap, 
shampoo and deodorant.

With the vans packed, the Prep students and the accompanying 
Prep staff or faculty members driving the Prep vans are given 
instructions and led in prayer by an ODM staff member. After 
that, they are sent out with a list of residential addresses in North, 
Central or South Omaha, where they stop over the next 2-3 hours 
to deliver the lunches, water and personal items to people in great 
need. Deliveries normally conclude by 2:00 p.m. and the students 
are returned by 3:00 p.m. to Prep, where they often end the 
service day with a discussion of the experience and more 
ref lection on Matthew’s word.

Service
to the COMMUNITY

PREP in
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The Faces of Christ retreat is an expanded service experience 
for sophomores compared to the morning-only service project 
they work on as freshmen with their Big Brothers. Like their 
freshman year service experience, the Faces of Christ retreat gives 
sophomores a chance to both bond with classmates and increase 
their comfort level with and sensitivity to the needs of many in 
the community. In the Faces of Christ retreat, the primary focus 
is the materially poor. 

“Open Door Mission is grateful for partnerships in the 
community like Creighton Prep,” says Amy Harvey, Open Door 
Mission’s Volunteer & Partner Director. “Creighton Prep students 
give of their time to make a difference in the lives of many hungry 
men, women and children right here in the Heartland through 
Open Door Mission’s Streets of Omaha program. I truly believe 
that the students are just as blessed as those they are serving. “

Junior year – Catholic Social Teaching  
(CST) and service 

During junior year, Prep students are required to take one of 
two courses, Catholic Social Teaching (CST) or Catholic Social 
Teaching Plus (CST Plus). Both incorporate classroom study of 
Catholic theology as well as reflection and discussion on a new 
set of service experiences they encounter, mostly helping mentor 
and tutor children at a group of area elementary schools. 

Though the semester-long classroom material and service 
experiences are similar in CST and CST Plus, juniors with extra 
busy schedules might choose a CST class that requires 20 hours 
of service performed outside the school day to a CST Plus class 
that meets more often and includes release time during school 
hours to complete a 35-hour service requirement. Most choose 
CST Plus.

CST

In the CST class taught by Sean P. Joyce-Whipp ‘96, students 
take one 85-minute classroom period per week to study concepts 
such as human dignity—where key issues such as abortion, the 
death penalty, euthanasia and reproductive technologies like 
stem cells are discussed in the context of the Church’s position—
and preferential treatment for the poor, where current events 
and the teachings of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) develop their understanding. “I want them 
to understand what the bishops teach and why, and what the 
implications are,” says Sean.

To drive home the concept of preferential treatment for the poor, 
one of Sean’s late October CST class exercises involved a “food 
stamp challenge,” where students had to shop for, prepare and 

serve a healthy evening meal for four people using no more than 
$7.15 then report back to the entire class on the experience. And 
that $7.15 number is generous. According to Sean, “A 2002 study 
by the Appleseed Center for Law in the Public Interest found that 
a poor family of four in Omaha would only be able to spend about 
$6.15 on a meal, but I allow the students to spend an extra dollar 
because that’s about the average food stamp allotment per meal.”

In their 20 hours of service work outside the classroom, CST 
students assist a number of people in need, including children 
with disabilities at the Munroe-Meyer Institute and the elderly at 
the Rose Blumkin Jewish Home.

Sean notes, “At Prep, we want to expose students to both direct 
action, such as volunteering in places of need in the community, 
and social action, like supporting the passage of laws that would 
help people in need. Pedro Arrupe, the former Superior General 
of the Society of Jesus who coined the term ‘men for others,’ really 
believed that taking these two types of actions was central to 
being a man for others.”

To practice social action, Prep students participate in events such 
as the March for Life and the Ignatian Family Teach-in for Justice, 
both held annually in Washington, D.C. At the March for Life, 
Prep students learn about life issues at the Cardinal O’Connor 
Conference on Life, participate in the National Vigil for Life, and 
join hundreds of thousands of others on a march that starts on 
the National Mall and finishes in front of the Supreme Court 
Building. At the Ignatian Family Teach-in for Justice, Prepsters 
join students from other Jesuit high schools and universities to 
learn about social justice issues important to the Catholic Church 
and meet with our nation’s leaders to advocate on those issues.

CST Plus

Like their classmates in CST, juniors in CST Plus study papal 
encyclicals, scripture, USCCB statements and the book “Catholic 
Social Teaching” from St. Mary’s Press, “which is written to work 

with the USCCB’s theology curriculum framework for Catholic 
schools across the country,” according to CST Plus instructor 
Tom Murray. 

Throughout the semester, two periods per week are devoted 
to classroom study and two others are scheduled for service 
outside of Prep, mostly at a range of elementary schools in need 
of volunteer help such as Liberty Elementary and Franklin 
Elementary.

At Liberty, Prepsters from CST Plus classes mentor students 
and tutor in reading. “The Prep volunteers have an assigned 

task every day they are here, 
working with students non-stop 
and really helping them close 
that achievement gap,” says Luisa 
Palomo, a Liberty teacher and the 
2012 Nebraska Teacher of the Year. 
“A lot of our children don’t have the 
fortune to have somebody at home 

who can take the time to work with them one-on-one so they do 
that work at school with the Prep students.”

Luisa goes on to say that, while the Prep volunteers are initially 
nervous when they first arrive at the beginning of a semester, 
they quickly adjust and, within a few weeks, are making 
recommendations and developing a sense of ownership in the 
teaching process. She also notes, “They are so respectful and we 
just love them. You can tell on their faces that they love being here 
and it’s an asset to our school to have the extra help.”

Matt Holland, an instructional facilitator to Franklin Elementary, 
says the relationship between his school and the Catholic Social 
Teaching students from Prep “has been really positive” over 
the six years he has witnessed it. He also notices a “deer-in-the-
headlights” look on the faces of the Prep students when they begin 
the semester but, as the weeks go by, their comfort level grows and 
they develop a good rapport with the teachers, staff and students.

At the beginning of the process, Matt reaches out to teachers who 
would like to have Prep students help in their classrooms, then 
he sets up a volunteer schedule and provides the Prepsters with 
an orientation to the school. Prep students then assist at both 
the K-2 level and in grades 4-6, often working with one or more 
younger students on sight words and math facts and, with the 
older students, on reading fluency or a science project, all at the 
discretion of the teachers in the rooms where they are assigned.

During the orientation with each Prep student, Matt also asks 
about their interests and passes that information to the teachers 
they will work with, resulting in some memorable moments. He 
recalls one class throwing a party for their Prep volunteer after 
he won state doubles in tennis and another, made up partly of 

students from Burma and Thailand who were very interested in 
soccer and elated to find out that their assistant from Prep was 
also a member the highly regarded Prep soccer team. So they 
were let out during one class period to play soccer with him.

Senior year – The Pedro Arrupe Experience or 
other service opportunities

In the summer prior to their last year at Prep, many seniors 
expand their idea of “community service” beyond the borders 
of Omaha by taking service trips to places such as the Rosebud 
Indian Reservation in South Dakota, where they might do home 
repairs or work in a food pantry for a week. To central Mexico, 
where they live part of their eight-day experience with a family, 
tutoring or helping with an environmental sustainability project 
such as an efficient oven. Or to the Dominican Republic, where 
they live with a family and build latrines.

Once school begins, seniors have the option to continue in the 
Pedro Arrupe Experience, an Ignatian spirituality course with 
a service component that helps solidify their focus on being 
contemplatives in action who can find God in all things. Or 
they may choose to round out their other-centered natures 
through service opportunities such as guiding the planning  
and execution of key events such as Freshman Retreat and the  
Junior Encounter retreats, becoming active in the Big Brothers 
program or being a project leader in Campus Ministry activities 
such as school liturgies. 

Service and Social Justice Director David A. Lawler ’95 teaches 
the Pedro Arrupe Experience and says that students spend one-
third of the semester in class—discussing, reflecting and using 
texts such as the “The Jesuit Guide to Almost Everything: A 
Spirituality for Real Life” by Fr. James. Martin, S.J. and “Tattoos 
of the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion” by Fr. Greg 
Boyle, S.J.—and the other two-thirds in service to the elderly, the 
homeless, people with disabilities or refugees. In all, a different 
set of service experiences than students have during junior year.
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Sixty Prep students signed up this past fall to serve the community through the Habitat 
for Humanity chapter at Creighton Prep, which was started at the school in fall 2011 by 
Bob W. Leddy ’13. Bob had previously been active in the organization and thought it 
would be a great fit at Prep.

Prep physics teacher and chapter moderator Michael J. Higgins ’75 says, “Every year, 
the goal is to have six build days. So we typically have a build day every Friday we’re off 
school and maybe one Saturday beyond that.” A few months ago on a Friday off, Prep 
students helped with demolition work on a house near 47th and Maple streets, taking a layer 
of plaster and lathe off the walls. “Habitat for Humanity requires that volunteers be 16 years 
old or older so, typically, it’s juniors and seniors,” notes Mike.

He also says that Habitat for Humanity of Omaha has been “super supportive” and provides 
staff to help coordinate the involvement of Prep students in projects. Student leaders in the 
Prep chapter are also tasked with generating enthusiasm for the builds among fellow students 
through word of mouth, email and Facebook.

Each year, Prep signs a covenant with Habitat for Humanity that chapter leaders make sure 
the group adheres to, and fundraising is done to support the cause. In 2013, Mission Week 
funds helped support the chapter, and the group has applied for a matching grant.

Habitat for 
  Humanity

At JP Lord School, Arrupe Experience students work with kids 
who may have multiple disabilities, helping them with motor 
skills or playing games with them, and they “do an excellent job,” 
says Principal Michael Dotson. “Throughout the years, I have 
found them to be very courteous and respectful to each other as 
well as to our students and staff members.”

At Yates Elementary, adult 
ESL teacher Amina Mejdoubi 
has worked with Prep 
volunteers in her classroom 
for two years and says, “In my 
class, the Prep volunteers, they 
want to help. I don’t have to 
tell them and I love that about 

them. I really don’t have to tell them that somebody needs help.” 
Amina also notes that the Prep students will sometimes even 
help her translate instructions to a Spanish-speaking student. 
“It’s awesome,” she remarks. “And I speak three languages but 
not Spanish.”

Also helping at Yates are students from the new Prep class 
“International Studies: Conflicts and Refugees,” taught by Mrs. 
Katy Salzman. Prep volunteers from her class are assigned as 
teaching assistants in classrooms where Bhutanese refugee 
children and adults focus on reading. Katy and her students also 
partner with Lutheran Family Services to help welcome and 
furnish a home for a refugee family new to Omaha.

These service site choices are very intentional on Prep’s part, says 
Dave Lawler. “We choose sites where our students get to work 
with marginalized people and build relationships. That we release 
them during the school day for service shows the Prep students 
and the sites that we’re committed to this.”

Like the legions of Prep graduates who serve quietly 

in important roles, often on the fringes of society and 

with little fanfare, those serving today in the Omaha Fire 

Department are working to help those in great need in a 

myriad of ways – ways that would make their classmates 

and the rest of the Prep community very proud. We 

know of 25 Prep graduates currently serving in the OFD, 

helping protect 192 square miles and over 468,000 

citizens in the city of Omaha. 

ALUMNI  
IN THE  
WORKPLACE
Serving in the Omaha  
Fire Department
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The following are snapshots of eight of those 25 who shared what 
Prep meant to them, what it taught them, and how they have carried 
that forward in their jobs. They regularly witness incredible suffering 
and do their best to relieve it through their orientation as men for 
others and their training in the Department. 

Captain David R. Kirchofer ’85 says he chose the career of a 
firefighter “as a young lad, about age 7” and works “a dream job” 
every day of his life, one that has allowed him to provide for his 
family, “enjoy a great life serving others, and to stay involved 
at Prep,” where he helps coach the freshman football “B” team 
and co-moderates Freshman Retreat. He notes that the biggest 
challenge in his job is the human suffering he deals with, seeing 
people and families “in peril, loss and tragedy,” and that his biggest 
accomplishment is being able to provide a good life for his family. 
In summarizing how Prep has affected his life, David says, “I got 
not only an education in the academic sense, but an education in 
life, service and compassion. That is priceless.”

David’s classmate, Fire Apparatus Engineer Jerome M. Hall 
’85, says Prep taught him “that life is bigger than just me” and 
that “everything you do affects people in one way or another.” 
Jerry provides ventilation at fires so heat and smoke can escape 
structures, assisting the firefighters working inside them. He also 
serves the Department and the public as an emergency medical 
technician (EMT). The biggest challenge in Jerry’s job involves 
“seeing the pain and suffering in people’s faces” and the reward is 
“seeing the happiness in people when their emergencies are taken 
care of.” One of his favorite memories is being part of an effort that 
saved an elderly woman who was trapped in a house fire. David 
notes that “the couple continues to come to the station on the 
anniversary of the fire to bring treats and to say thanks.”

Heading up the OFD is another former Prepster and 22-year 
department member, Interim Fire Chief Bernard J. Kanger ’87, 
who was appointed to his post by Mayor Jean Stothert in August 
2013. Bernie continues the Prep tradition of OFD leadership 
established by predecessors such as Robert S. Bosiljevac ’61 and 
Robert C. Dahlquist ’77. Prior to his appointment, he served 
as a firefighter, fire apparatus engineer, captain and battalion 
chief. From his days at Prep, Bernie has fond memories of his 
Freshman Retreat and participating as a grounds crew member 
and group leader. The 28-year Air Force veteran also notes, “The 
Omaha Fire Department, as well as other public service positions,  
fosters the Prep mentality of being a ‘Man for Others.’” In short, 
Bernie feels blessed in his current role, calling it “an honor 
to oversee the three different shifts of 651 quality firefighters 
through seven battalions.”

Captain John F. Coniglio ’90 says Prep was helpful in his career 
choice because, after his experience at the school, he wanted to do 
something that would not only make him a living but allow him to 
serve others. He was always interested in being a firefighter, with his 
father a fireman who also served as a “tremendous role model” for 
him in so many ways. John was hired in July 2002 and moves around 
to many different area fire stations, filling in for captains who are on 
vacation or ill. He says that the biggest challenge in the job is “always 
remaining ready for the next call.” John also remembers a “horrible” 
2006 house fire near 22nd and K streets in South Omaha, where 
there were some fatalities and where he and other responders “were 
able to rescue and save many people that night.”

How did Prep inspire Captain Thomas R. Oehler ’91 in his work 
as part of the OFD? “It’s pretty simple,” he says. “The emphasis has 
always been given to being ‘a Man for Others.’ That goal helped 
encourage me to become a firefighter.” Tom notes other similarities 
between the missions of Prep and the OFD as well: Prep emphasizes 
service and the Fire Department stresses helping people. Prep 
athletics teach teamwork, something also prized in the OFD. And, 
since Prep deemphasizes the importance of material wealth, he 
felt prepared for the financial sacrifice he made later in choosing a 
career in civil service. Tom goes on to say, “I decided that providing 
a stable place for my family was more important than personal 
gain. I learned that at Prep. I greatly value my experience there and I 
deeply appreciate everything they have done for me.”

Also a current OFD captain, Ken P. Estee ’92 says that Prep 
taught him to care for others and shaped his mindset to help his 
fellow man first. A veteran of the department who started as a 
volunteer 16 years ago, he notes that the role of firefighter was “the 
right fit” for his career. In his current role as captain/paramedic, 
he works at each firehouse. More specifically, his job is to lead and 
supervise a set number of firefighters, ranging from 4-20 firemen 
at any given time. While his work does not allow him as much 
time as he would like to attend family events and his children’s 

L-R: Dave Roller ‘95, Jon Coniglio ‘90, Tom Oehler ‘91, Jerry Hall ‘85,  
Dave Kirchofer ‘85, Drew Gerken ‘97, Jesse Georges ‘00
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activities, he is very proud to have achieved the rank of captain 
after preparing four years for the exams.  

Like John Coniglio, firefighter and paramedic David J. Roller ’95 
was influenced in his career choice by his father and his work as 
an OFD firefighter, noticing “the joy that his career brought him.” 
David says his years at Prep helped him learn accountability for 
his actions and responsibility for carrying out assigned tasks and 
goals. He is currently with Engine #5 on Florence Boulevard. “E5” 
is also part of the Special Operations Program, which includes 
HazMat and Technical Rescue response. His daily work involves 
“responding to every type of rescue call that OFD responds to, 
from medical emergencies to structural fires.” He also notes that 
his biggest challenge involves “being aware of the dangers that each 
response we make may bring” and that he feels the greatest reward 
in successfully resuscitating people who were in cardiac arrest.

“Prep taught me the importance of social justice, the necessity 
in seeking to ensure that all people are treated with the dignity 
and love that Christ showed to all,” says Firefighter Andrew  
W. Gerken ’97, who wanted to be a firefighter since he was  
a young boy. He is assigned to Truck 34 and stationed near  
Saddle Creek and Leavenworth. His job involves basic  
maintenance of equipment on the truck, and his team  
performs occupancy inspections in the area, installs fire/carbon 
monoxide detectors in homes and gives fire safety talks at  
schools, all on top of the responses they make to many  
emergencies. Drew says the biggest challenges and rewards 
in his role often occur within one call. In other words, “The  
opportunity to help someone who is scared. To comfort a child 
while the medics work on their mother and father.” And so on.

OMAHA FIRE DEPARTMENT FACTS

There are 24 fire stations placed  
strategically around the city

OFD EQUIPMENT

24 Engines
8 trucks

15 paramedic units
2 specialized rescue units

CALLS IN 2012 – 45,986  
The breakdown is as follows:

EMS – 25,774
False Alarms – 2,852

Fire – 1,330
Good Intent Call – 2,559
HazMat (no fire) – 743
Rupture/Explosion – 25
Service Call – 12,670
Severe Weather – 4
Special Incident – 29

Station Information (based on 2012 annual report)
Busiest Fire Station: Downtown (Central) – 11,533 calls

Busiest Engine Company: E5 – 2,982
Busiest Truck Company: TR1 – 2,912

Busiest Medic Unit: M1 – 4,414
Busiest Battalion: B3 – 20,580

Busiest Battalion Chief: B1 – 1,260

Jeremy Alukonis ‘92

Nicholas Babe ‘93

Thomas Bartek ‘92

David Beda ‘85

Timothy Benak ‘10

Robert Bryl ‘80

John Coniglio ‘90

Kenny Estee ‘92

Jesse Georges ‘00

Andrew Gerken ‘97

Jerome Hall ‘85

Joseph Healy ‘83

Thomas Hernon ‘99

Bernard Kanger ‘87

David Kirchhofer ‘85

Steven Le Clair ‘88

Matthew Mathouser ‘00

John McCann ‘89

M. Shane McClanahan ‘88

John Moore ‘83

Martin Morrison ‘97

Thomas Oehler ‘91

Frederick Pollack ‘93

David Roller ‘95

Chris Sachs ‘92

ALUMNI CURRENTLY SERVING IN THE  
OMAHA FIRE DEPARTMENT 

(that we are aware of)

Interim Fire Chief Bernie Kanger ‘87 with Ignatian Leadership  
Institute members
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Theodore J. Parks ’76 was inducted into the Nebraska Black 
Sports Hall of Fame on August 1, 2013. Ted was the first 
African-American All-Nebraska player from Prep, where the 
team was state champion his senior year after finishing second 
in the ratings the previous two seasons.

Michael F. Coyle ’77 of Fraser Stryker PC LLO has been 
honored by his peers with his inclusion in the 2014 edition of 
The Best Lawyers In America®. Mike was selected for his work 
in commercial and personal injury litigation. 

C. Alexander Payne ’79 was honored 
by the Omaha Press Club on Friday, 
November 22 at its “Face on the Barroom 
Floor” event where a newsmaker, often 
with Nebraska or Western Iowa roots, 
is celebrated and a caricature of the 
honoree is walked on then later framed 

for hanging at the Club. Among the roasters was actor Will 
Forte, a star in Alexander’s most recent film “Nebraska,” and 
his Prep classmate Michael J. Decker ‘79.

80s
Rev. Thomas M. Fangman, Jr. ’80 was 
inducted into the 2013 Ak-Sar-Ben Court 
of Honor this past October. Father Tom 
has served the North Omaha community 
for over 20 years, interrupted only by a 
brief assignment to Sacred Heart Parish 
in Norfolk from 1996-1998. He currently 
serves as the pastor of Sacred Heart Church in Omaha, the  
CEO of CUES, and as an ex-officio board member of Heart 
Ministry Center. 

Charles F. “Chip” Maxwell III ’80 joined Treynor State Bank 
as a trust officer. Prior to this, he served as executive director 
of the Fatherhood-Family Initiative and the Omaha Alliance 
for the Private Sector. Over the past four years, Chip held an 
adjunct professor role with both Bellevue University and Grace 
University, teaching political science. He also hosts a weekend 
call-in radio show on Omaha legacy news/talk station KFAB.

James W. McCarthy ‘82 started his own leadership consulting 
firm earlier this year to help companies learn how to build high-
performance teams. In parallel, he conducts a workshop entitled 

“Work, Life and Death in Silicon Valley – An Insider’s Journey to 
Happiness.” The workshop helps participants reflect upon their 
livelihood, legacy, relationships and fulfillment. To his work, Jim 

brings a unique perspective as a Stanford MBA, Internet pioneer, 
world traveler, Buddhist and person living with a cancer diagnosis.

John H. Scribante ‘83 was named chief executive officer of 
Orion Energy Systems in September 2012. Previously, as 
president of Orion Engineered Systems, he grew the division 
into a multimillion-dollar operation. Prior to joining  
Orion Energy Systems, he co-founded and served as CEO 
of Xe Energy LLC, a distribution company that specialized 
in marketing energy reduction technologies. John earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in finance, with an emphasis on 
economics, from Creighton University in 1989.

Thomas J. Pritchard ’84 has joined Core Bank as a vice 
president in commercial lending. A finance graduate of 
Creighton University, Tom’s extensive experience in the 
commercial lending field includes previous work for Mutual of 
Omaha Bank.

Andrew A. Jabro ‘85 is a realtor in La Jolla, California and 
works for Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California 
Properties, formerly known as Prudential California Realty. 
Andrew is among the top seven percent of agents in the network.

Bernard J. Kanger ’87 was named interim chief of the Omaha 
Fire Department by Mayor Jean Stothert in August 2013. In the 
announcement, Mayor Stothert cited his “training, skills and 
experience” as just some of the reasons for his appointment. 
Bernie has served the Omaha Fire Department since 1991,  
most recently as Battalion Chief, and is also a veteran of the 
United States Air Force.

Jeremy E. Caniglia ’88 created much of the artwork and 
archival material for the critically acclaimed independent film 

“Devoti,” which tells the story of the Italians who immigrated 
to Omaha, the struggles they 
faced and the traditions they 
brought with them, such as the 
Santa Lucia Festival. He also 
was selected to the Advisory 
Board for the Department of 
Integrated Studio Art at Iowa 
State University and will be the 
main advisor on their Board of 
Fine Arts for the next three years. 
Jeremy is the new art teacher at 
Creighton Prep, and he and his 
wife Jacqueline have two children, 
Caravaggio (16) and Vivian (14).

THEREHERE
Michael J. Jackson ’50 was instrumental in raising funds for 
the Walsh Scholarship Fund, which benefits a current Notre 
Dame student from Omaha, by auctioning off over 114 Notre 
Dame football programs from his personal collection during a 
recent Notre Dame Club of Omaha meeting. The program years 
ranged from 1938 to 2012. He also auctioned off more than 40 
Notre Dame memorabilia items, seven bowl programs, 46 various 
media publications and 37 annual Notre Dame football reviews.  

John J. Frenking ’53 made his first hole-in-one this past summer. 
The event occurred at The Field Club of Omaha on number 12, a 
140-yard par three. John has been golfing for 52 years.

Rift Fournier ’54 completed his 65 credit hours and earned a 
Masters of Fine Arts in Studio Art and Digital Video Art at the 
age of 77 from Lindenwood University near St Louis, where 

he became a faculty member in 2007 
after a successful career as a writer and 
producer in Hollywood. During his 
career, he was honored with a Peabody 
Award and two Emmys for his work in 
television, a Cannes Film Festival Gold 
Medal, a Chicago Film Festival award 
and an International Film Festival Gold 

Medal. Sadly, Rift lost his battle with cancer in October just days 
after returning to Omaha to visit family and friends. 

J. R. “Jack” Atkins ‘56 and Thomas F. Kawa ‘57 contributed 
to a recent book by author Jon Blecha titled “Cigars and Wires: 
The Omaha Underworld’s Early Years.” Promotional material 
for the book states that the “activities and movements in key 
figures in Omaha’s underworld are documented” and that 

“connections made to other cities are also exposed.”

60s
Stephen H. Joern ’60 retired from IBM several years ago and 
lives in Wyckoff, New Jersey. During the past few years he has 
remained engaged in strategy consulting work, most recently 
in Saudi Arabia advising on leadership development. Steve 
also worked on a November 2013 reunion of former Xavier 
University football players. He and his wife Joan enjoy traveling 
the world, spending time with old Prep classmates and visiting 
their five children and five grandchildren. 

Gordon E. Yager ’60 is chairman of the Omaha chapter of 
the Service Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE), a nonprofit 
organization of dedicated volunteers working to help small 
businesses achieve success. 

Dr. William A. Kathrein ‘65 received the Academy of General 
Dentistry’s highest honor, the Lifelong Service Recognition 
Award, at their annual meeting in Nashville, Tennessee on June 
29. He and his wife, Dr. JoAnn R. Kathrein, practice dentistry 
together at 90th and Dodge Family Dentistry and recently 
celebrated their 41st wedding anniversary.

John C. Brownrigg ’66 retired from the law firm of  
Erickson | Sederstrom, PC, LLO on December 31, 2013 after 33 
years with the organization. He will continue to offer mediation 
and other dispute resolution services after his retirement, having 
served as mediator in nearly 1,750 disputes since 1995. 

Gary J. Hanus ’66 hosted German 
foreign exchange student Narciss 
Goebbel ‘64 50 years ago. Upon his 
graduation in 1964, Narciss moved back 
to Germany and lost contact with his 
host family until one year ago, when the 
two men reconnected on the Internet and 

paid their alma mater a visit this past fall. Gary and his wife 
Trudy live in Minneapolis while Narciss and his wife Inga live 
in Worpswede, Germany near Hamburg.

Mark J. Daly ’67 has joined the litigation group at Fitzgerald, 
Schorr, Barmettler & Brennan, P.C., L.L.O. His 30 years of 
experience in the legal field includes work in general and 
insurance defense litigation as lead trial counsel. Mark has 
also worked on commercial and real estate transactions and 
probate issues.

Dr. F. Edward Waechter ‘69 has relocated to Payson, Arizona 
after practicing in ob-gyn and serving as chairman of the board 
of Memorial Multispecialty Associates in Livingston, Texas. He 
practiced in Omaha for 25 years before moving to Texas in 2005. 
Ed and his wife Betty have been married for 35 ½ years, and he 
is looking forward to his 50th Prep reunion in 2019.

70s
John J. Borghoff ’74 has joined Union Bank & Trust as vice 
president and senior trust officer, working in personal trust and 
wealth management at the bank’s 177th & West Center Road 
office. John was previously vice president and trust officer at 
First National Bank.

Patrick J. Barrett ’76 of Fraser Stryker PC LLO has been 
honored by his peers with his inclusion in the 2014 edition of 
The Best Lawyers In America®. Pat was selected for his work in 
employment law, labor law and litigation.

50s
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THEREHERE
90s
Patrick J. Duffy ’90 was the General Chair for the 2013 U.S. 
Senior Open. This premier event was held at the Omaha 
Country Club in front of an estimated 157,000 fans this past 
July 11-14. Pat oversaw a team of more than 3,000 volunteers that 
raised a tour record of $5.6 million in corporate sponsorship and 
sold over $2 million in tickets.   

Michael J. Kennedy ’90 is the co-founder and CEO of 
clearXchange, the largest bank-focused, person-to-person 
payments network in the United States. Previously, Mike was 
an executive vice-president at Wells Fargo, representing the 
company to the payments industry, and he worked with financial 
services firms as a consultant for McKinsey & Company.

Paul G. Kulik ’92 has opened the French comfort food bistro 
Le Bouillon at 1017 Howard Street, the Old Market site of the 
former French Café. Paul, who has extensive training in French 
restaurants, is also chef and owner at the popular Boiler Room 
Restaurant and a James Beard Best Chef Midwest semi-finalist.

F. Dominic D. Longo ‘93 was promoted in 2013 to Engagement 
Manager at McKinsey & Company, a global management 
consultancy firm. He finished his Ph.D. in Arabic & Islamic 
Studies at Harvard University in 2011. Nick’s dissertation, 
entitled “Spiritual Grammar,” was a comparative theological 
study of two spiritual texts—one Christian and one Islamic—
written in the literary genre of grammar handbooks. He lives in 
the East Village neighborhood of New York City.

Michael S. Schultz ’93 began competing in 
triathlons three years ago and, on August 4, 
2013, completed his first Ironman 70.3 race 
in Boulder, Colorado, finishing his 1.2-mile 
swim, 56-mile bike and 13.1-mile run in a 
combined 7:00:01. He hopes to compete in 
his first full Ironman race in the next one to 
two years. 

Todd A. Andrews ’94 is the director of district communications 
for the Omaha Public Schools. Todd was previously a reporter 
and news anchor at KETV Channel 7.

David A. Lawler ’95, his wife Kelly and sons Andrew (6) and 
Thomas (3) welcomed Joseph Fitzpatrick into their family this 
past summer. Dave works at Creighton Prep in the Campus 
Ministry Office and in the Theology Department.

Joseph T. Sullivan III ’95 was recently promoted to Omaha 
market president for U.S. Bank. Joe joined the organization 
in 2003 and was vice president of commercial banking prior 

to his promotion. In the Omaha metro area, U.S. Bank has 35 
branches and ranks as the fourth-largest bank in deposit share.

Sean M. Cawley ‘96 is a real estate agent in Beverly Hills, 
California with the first Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
brokerage firm in the world and is a licensed REALTOR® in 
three states: California, Arizona and Nebraska. 

David F. Fell ’96 married Roneja Galvan this past April. 
Dave’s Prep classmate, Rev. Jeffrey J. Mollner ’96, presided 
over the ceremony that was held in Omaha. Dave and his 
family live in San Diego.

Adam S. Simpson ’96 and his wife Betsy welcomed Victoria 
Rose into their family this past summer. Adam is a project 
manager for Darland Construction Co. in Omaha.

Coley M. Stickels ’96 and his wife Lindsay welcomed Cal 
Jackson into their family this past summer. The couple lives in 
Valencia, California, where Coley is head swimming coach for 
the Canyons Aquatic Club in Santa Clarita.

Benjamin J. Levy ’98 plans to launch a video production 
company called Jingle Bells, Jingle Video where he will 
videotape the best Christmas decorations around Kansas City. 
He and his wife Noelle have two children, Sam and Sydney. Ben 
is also a full-time teacher in the Kansas City area.

John P. Beehner ’98 and his wife Erin welcomed daughter Edie 
into their family this past summer. John also placed third in 
the Greater Milwaukee CrossFit Games, winning the pull-up 
contest with 135. He will also be making his cable TV acting 
debut in the Cinemax Series “Forbidden Science,” playing 
Walter, a mysterious man of science with a huge secret that 
people are dying to uncover. 

Mark W. McGuire ’98 welcomed Conor Riley (named after 
Prep classmate Conor Riley) into his family this past year. Mark 
also completed his 1000th skydive, making him one of 10 living 
Nebraskans in the “1K Club.”

Michael D. Misterek ‘98 works as the chief of staff to 
Congressman Rick Nolan of Minnesota. He married his wife 
Carolyn this past fall. The couple lives in Washington, D.C.

William F. Kleber ‘99 and his wife Danielle 
welcomed Ruby Grace into their family this 
past fall. Bill is the head trainer and assistant 
PE teacher at Prep.

Nicholas A. Svehla ’99 was inducted into the University 
of Nebraska Kearney’s Athletic Hall of Fame on September 
20, 2013. A two-time Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference 
Player of the Year, he led the 2003 team that finished 30-3 to 
a conference title, an NCAA regional title, and a spot in the 

NCAA Elite Eight. Nick was also a first-
team NCAA Division II All-American 
and an Academic All-American. He is 
currently a math teacher and the junior 
varsity basketball coach at Prep. He and 
his wife Meg live in Omaha.

00s
Michael E. Nicola ‘00 is an assistant athletic trainer at the 
University of Nebraska Omaha, working with the baseball and 
basketball teams. Michael and his wife Mary live in Bellevue, 
Nebraska with their son Ben (6) and daughter Paige (2).

Christopher J. Vondra ’01 is a mortgage consultant for 
Guaranteed Rate, Inc. in Chicago, Ill. Guaranteed Rate was ranked 
the #10 mortgage bank in the country and Chris’ immediate team 
was ranked #3 in the country in total loan volume.

Nicholas A. Wilwerding ’01 has been promoted to vice 
president-private client advocate at Westwood Trust, a 
subsidiary of Westwood Holdings, Inc. Nick is a member of 
the CFA Society of Nebraska and graduated cum laude with a 
Bachelor of Science degree and a concentration in finance from 
Creighton University.

Robert H. Grennan ’02 joined the Omaha office of Kutak Rock 
LLP and works in the intellectual property and information 
technology group. He earned a B.A. from Creighton University 
in 2006 and a J.D. from the Creighton University School of Law 
in 2010.

Terrence W. Huntington ’02 has been promoted to trust officer 
in the Wealth Management division of Security National Bank.  

Nathan J. Waechter ’02 is a consultant with Brain Juicer, a 
market research firm, and is based in Shanghai China where he 
recently relocated. After graduating from St. Louis University 
in 2006, Nathan moved to Beijing, China and learned to speak 
and write Mandarin. 

Michael J. Jenkins ’03 joined the Army in 2005 and served a 
tour in Iraq. He married his wife Valerie in 2007 and finished 
his military service in 2009. He is currently attending the 
University of Nebraska Omaha and is working toward a degree 
in economics. Michael and his family purchased McKenna’s 
Blues, Booze & BBQ restaurant in May 2013.

Benjamin J. Mancuso ‘04 graduated from the Creighton 
University School of Dentistry and has joined the dental practice 
of Drs. Mancuso and Mancuso P.C. He is in practice with his 
father Dr. John Mancuso ‘74 and sister Sarah. The office is 
located in Omaha at 7930 Blondo.

Michael A. Ramirez ’04 graduated from Boston College in 
2008 then taught English in Madrid, Spain, for a year before 
attending the Washington College of Law at American 
University. Mike graduated in 2012 and is now practicing law 
in Washington D.C. He is also engaged to Rachel Lookadoo, a 
law school classmate.

Nathan G. Vaughan ’04 is an Omaha-based project engineer 
for The Weitz Company. He worked previously at the company’s 
headquarters in Des Moines, Iowa and studied construction 
management at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Dr. Richard J. Bloomingdale ‘05 completed his degree at  
St. Louis University School of Medicine and began his 
residency in internal medicine at the Detroit Medical Center 
in June 2013. Following residency, he plans to specialize in 
cardiology. Rick is also engaged to Dr. Caroline Dowers, who 
has started her residency in emergency medicine at Henry 
Ford Hospital in Detroit. The couple is planning to wed in 
June 2014 and reside in Grosse Pointe, Michigan.

Jordan M. Bullington ‘05 recently moved back to Omaha 
from Phoenix, Arizona, where he earned his degree in business 
administration from Arizona State University. He is home-
officed in town and works for AFS Technologies Holdings, Inc. 
He and his fiancée, Amy Bolamperti, plan to marry in 2014.

Zachary P. Potter ‘05 and his wife Tyeler welcomed daughter 
Finley Beth into their family this past winter.

Zachary T. Carlisle ’06 completed his last semester of graduate 
work at the University of Nebraska Omaha, where he earned his 
M.A. in December. He intends to pursue a Ph.D.

Daniel A. Belatti ’07 is a research associate in the Department 
of Orthopaedic Surgery at the University of Iowa Hospitals & 
Clinics and expects to complete his doctor of medicine degree 
at the Roy J. and Lucille A. Carver College of Medicine at the 
University of Iowa in 2016.

Thomas R. Belatti ’09 graduated sum cum laude from Villanova 
University in May 2013 with a major in mechanical engineering 
and minors in business, finance, math and honors. He and 
three other Villanova students also developed a smartphone 
application for runners that took the top prize in the 2013 
Villanova Student Entrepreneurship Competition. Tom is an 
investment banking analyst with the Bank of Montreal in their 
New York City office in Manhattan.

15WINTER 201414 CP ALUMNI NEWS



Like other Prepsters who have faced a 
great challenge somewhere along the 
road of life, George Baca ’59 used his 
experience to enrich not only his own 
life, but the lives of many others he never 
dreamed he would have the opportunity 
to meet and influence. 

George was working in medical educational sales in 1995 when 
he was diagnosed with idiopathic cardiomyopathy, a disease of 
the heart with no known cause that can result in a weakening and 
enlarging of the heart muscle, affecting its ability to speed blood 
to the rest of the body. “I was told to quit my job and get my affairs 
in order and that I had 3-4 months to live,” says George. He also 
learned that just 12 percent of his heart was working properly and 
that the only cure for his condition would be a new heart. 

So he joined the rehab program at the Creighton Cardiac 
Center and waited. During the next 10 years, George lived on a 
low-salt diet, incorporated walking and treadmill exercise, was 
monitored closely and took medications. Even with treatments to 
address his condition, he had three “sudden deaths” during this 
time when his heart stopped. 

While his wife Joan worked as a nurse to keep the family af loat, 
George focused his days on helping others, too. Through a 
program at the University of Nebraska Omaha, he opened his 
home to foreign exchange students, hosting them during their 
time of study at UNO, cooking for them and driving them to 
school. Over those 10 years, a total of 59 college students from 
foreign countries stayed at the Baca home. 

“It’s what I could do,” remarks George. “It was real important 
for me to stay busy and help others. Prep really makes us aware 
at a very young age that it’s a big world we live in and that we’re 
not the center of the world. We’re the servants of the world. And 
with God’s gifts you have a responsibility to give back.” 

Near the end of his 10-year wait for a heart, George became a 
patient at Loyola Chicago Hospital. It was there that two retired 
Jesuit pastoral caregivers—Fr. Matthew Creighton, S.J. and  
Fr. Jack Coakley, S.J.—visited with him, gave him Communion 
and kept his spirits up for the better part of a year. “They were my 
life support system, and it’s amazing what it meant to me,” notes 
George. Father Creighton and others also reminded him not to 
give up hope. That miracles do happen. 

Sure enough, just after his wife had arrived in Chicago in the 
spring of 2005 to spend time with him in what appeared to be 
his final days, the hospital found a heart for George from a donor 
whose organs ended up saving the lives of four people. After 
surgery and months of additional care in Chicago, he returned 
to Omaha to the news that the heart transplant program at the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center had been revived and 
that he could be cared for there. 

As George recovered, UNMC representatives asked him if he 
would be willing to talk with other patients who were eligible for 
heart operations or transplants and needed someone to talk to. 
In the more than seven years since then, through his membership 
in the local New Hearts support group and in Mended Hearts, a 
national organization, George has talked with over 500 families 
and 120 transplant patients about his own journey and the 
resources available to them at Creighton and UNMC. 

To put it mildly, the work George is doing has changed his life. 
Today, he talks to five to seven people per week, as do two other 
volunteers from Mended Hearts who were also recruited after 
their successful heart procedures. At UNMC, he meets with 
nursing staff members who direct him to the patients who need 
his help. As to why he chose the path he did after recovery, George 
has a simple answer: “I remembered the care from those two 
priests and having the opportunity to be a ‘man for others.’ So I 
got involved.”

George E. Baca ’59
Advisor in Matters of the Heart

There are many well-documented stories of 
Prepsters who returned to their alma mater 
to serve long term in community with the 
Jesuits to make the school what it is today. 
And then there are the stories of those who 
returned in virtual silence to help over time 
in ways both important but known only to 
a relative few. The story of Jim Mekiney 
‘58’s service to Prep is one of these.

Jim grew up in Benson the son of a barber and attended St. 
Bernards. “Some of my buddies there asked me if I was going to 
take the Prep exam. I didn’t even know about Prep but I went and 
passed it.”

With barbering in his blood and a dream to cut hair like his dad, 
Jim completed barber training at 15th & Dodge his freshman 
year, after Prep let out at 2:20 p.m. and before his bus boy job six 
nights a week at a restaurant at 50th & Center. On bus trips to the 
restaurant then back home to his Benson neighborhood, he did 
his homework.

After working at his dad’s 
shop at 45th & Military 
through the rest of high 
school, he graduated from 
Prep and, just a year later, 
opened his own shop at 
83rd & Blondo. Soon after, 
former classmates such as 
Al Draney and Kent Lyons 
started showing up for 
haircuts and, along with 
former teachers, became 
regular customers. Then, 
in 1961, the rector at Prep 

hired Jim to cut hair one evening per 
week at the school, where he would go for 
the next 31 years as barber to the Jesuit 
community. 

Using an old pre-World War I barber 
chair, a sink, a mirror and a bulletin 
board “where the guys could sign up 
in 15 minute blocks,” he worked in 
the lower level of the residence, often 
after a plate of food from a Prep cook. 
“Myrtle made great southern food and, 
one time, Kirk even brought me baked Alaska,” notes Jim.

Through discussions with customers such as Frs. Auer, Daugherty, 
Hindelang, Kanne, Lubbers, Strange and others, he rediscovered 
the Jesuit philosophy centered on “logic and the demand to think” 
and saw the “spartan existence” of his mentors up close. Jim fondly 
recalls cutting Fr. Sullivan’s hair “up until the week he died,” Fr. 
Labaj working the New York Times crossword puzzle, Fr. O’Leary 
wearing the same t-shirt to his haircuts and Fr. Dressel’s interest 
in Model A Fords. (Jim’s son Pat is a barber as well and also cut 
hair at Prep for a time.)

In 1992, with the Jesuit population shrinking at the school, the 
community held a dinner in honor of Jim and his wife Sandi, 
presenting a plaque in gratitude to their “Faithful Clipper.” Today, 
Jesuit customers still visit his shop at 91st & Bedford, where, until 
recently, the state champion in the 1963 flat top competition still 
logged 40 hours per week (he’s at 20 now). Also at that location is 
his daughter Cathy Murphy, who has cut hair alongside her dad 
for 16 years, and a third barber, Lorraine Craig, who has worked 
at the shop for nine.

James R. Mekiney, Jr. ‘58
“Faithful Clipper”

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
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Charles F. Mullen was born on January 2, 1913, to George 
and Norah Holland Mullen in Creighton, Nebraska, a small 
rural community approximately 150 miles northwest of 
Omaha, where the family would eventually make a new 
home near Saint Cecilia Cathedral, just off of 35th and 
Cuming streets.

After graduating from Creighton Prep in 1930, “Charlie” 
Mullen entered the Jesuits at St. Stanislaus Seminary in 
Florissant, Missouri, and took his first vows in August of 
1932. In 1935, he earned his Ph.L. degree from St. Louis 
University and began his regency at Rockhurst High School 
in Kansas City, where he stayed until 1940. 

Fr. Mullen was ordained in June of 1943 and went on to earn 
his S.T.L. degree from St. Mary’s College in Kansas before 
returning to Rockhurst to teach Greek, Latin and theology. 
He took his final vows on August 15, 1947. He was assigned 
to his high school alma mater during the 1954-1955 school 
year, teaching Latin and theology, then proceeded to a five-
year assignment at the Jesuit Mission Bureau in Milwaukee. 

In his first year back at Prep in 1961, Fr. Mullen started the 
freshman-parent visiting program, which consisted of two 
Jesuits visiting the families of current parents during the fall 
months. He was missioned to the Oshkosh Retreat House in 
Wisconsin in 1964, where he would serve as Retreat Director 
until 1975. That same year, Creighton Prep President  
Fr. Thomas McKenney, S.J. announced that Fr. Mullen would 
join the Development Office and assist the president in event 
planning and alumni work. 

Former longtime BASH secretary Pat Kern started at Prep 
in 1976, shortly after her father passed away, and recalls 
Fr. Mullen as “a father figure, because both he and my 
father were very Irish and both were very nice men. It was 
comforting to work for him during a difficult time in my 
life.” Pat also notes that Fr. Mullen was the best author 
of letters and that he never misspelled a word. She also 
remembers Fr. Mullen dropping off a fruit cake to her family 
every Christmas and that he would travel with her family to 

all of her son’s baseball games. “Everybody knew and liked 
him. He always smiled and he never took vacation even 
though it was offered.”

Fr. Mullen was instrumental in making Prep’s annual 
fundraiser Building a Scholastic Heritage (BASH) a success, 
working 19 of the 44 events (1978 through 1997), and is 
often credited as the “godfather” of the modern day BASH. 
Former major gifts BASH chair and past parent Frank Codr 
describes Fr. Mullen’s inf luence on soliciting donations as 
follows: “All you had to do was say you were calling on behalf 
of Fr. Mullen and Creighton Prep, and the donation usually 
appeared a day or two later.” 

Prep alumnus A. Michael Foley ’73 recalls, “My younger 
brother and I were there helping our mom set up the table 
decorations for what was the first BASH, a creation of  
Fr. Mullen in the old Prep basketball gym in the mid-1970s. 
It was a fundraising idea only that first year, and no one 
knew if it had the legs to make it a long-running occasion. 
I guess history has solved the question.” Mike also says, 
“Much of the success of BASH can be traced back to Father 
Mullen and his army of volunteers and supporters. He had 
so many; it assured the success of BASH.”

During the 1989 BASH, a bidder for the privilege of naming 
the gym for one year raised his paddle on the condition that 
the facility permanently be named the Charles F. Mullen, 
S.J. Gymnasium. In 1992’s “BASH Under the Big Top,”  
Fr. Mullen even auctioned off his 15-year-old Chevrolet Malibu.

Fr. Mullen retired in 1997 as special assistant to the 
president, a very fitting title for a truly special man that gave 
so much of himself to others. In remembering him, John C. 
Foley ’72 notes that Fr. Mullen “had a smile larger than life 
accompanied by a great handshake, a friendly nod of the 
head and, often, a pat on the back. He was incredibly popular 
because so many understood that he cared about them and 
their families. He also worked really hard behind the scenes 
to help those who were struggling to make the tuition.” 

Sadly, Fr. Mullen passed away on November 28, 2000. In the 
funeral homily for his longtime friend, Fr. Jim Clifton, S.J. noted, 
“Above all else, you welcomed us and so many others because you 
did it so faithfully and genuinely and so well. You were a sign of 
God’s welcome of us, of God’s acceptance of us. You expressed 
that welcome with the way your eyes would sparkle when you 
caught sight of someone you knew, or found a friend you had 
not yet met.”

REV. CHARLES F. MULLEN, S.J. ‘30
J E S U I T  S P O T L I G H T

Marie Ryan DeMott (September 1, 1918 – October 14, 2013)

When Marie Ryan DeMott was hired by Fr. Vincent 
Decker, S.J. as the drama and speech teacher 
in 1966, she became the first female teacher at 
Creighton Prep in its 88 years. Along with chairing the 
speech department, she was the driving force behind 
a popular series of Prep theatrical productions. She 
produced the “Fantasticks” in a circus tent using a 
flatbed truck as the stage and worked alongside 
Fr. Jonathan Haschka, S.J. in 1971 during the very 
successful production of “Yellow Submarine.” 

Her 1965 production of “A Christmas Carol” was 
broadcast on WOWT Channel 6. According to the 
1966 Jay Junior, “Christmas season found Mrs. 
DeMott turning on her persuasive charms on 

Channel 6, WOWT. The channel’s unprecedented gift of an hour of taped program was used to 
produce Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol,’ which was taped in two hectic days and aired December 
17…The tape was turned into a 16mm movie for future showings.”

Marie passed away on October 14, 2013 at the age of 95. She was the mother of four Prep 
students: Peter ’64 (dec.), Joseph ’67, Michael ‘71 and Charlie ‘74 (dec.).

Rev. John H. Rainaldo, S.J. (March 4, 1929 – August 10, 2013)

Rev. John H. Rainaldo, S.J. was called to eternal life on August 10 in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. 
He was 84 years old, a Jesuit for 62 years, and a priest for 49 years.

Born in Ironwood, Michigan, on March 4, 1929, Jack attended grade school and high school in 
Hurley, Wisconsin, then Marquette University in Milwaukee. On August 17, 1951, he entered the 
Society at St. Stanislaus Seminary, Florissant, Missouri, was ordained on June 16, 1964, made 
tertianship in Decatur, Illinois, and pronounced his final vows on August 15, 1967.

Jack had many years of active ministry in a variety of assignments, many of them involving 
leadership positions. After tertianship, he returned to Creighton Prep, where he had done regency, 
and served there as assistant principal, rector/president, and alumni director until 1973. 

After three years on the staff of the Jesuit Retreat House in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, he spent four 
years serving as spiritual director of the diocesan priests in the Archdiocese of Omaha. Jack was 
rector of the Marquette High Jesuit Community from 1981 to 1983, director of the Oshkosh 
Jesuit Retreat House from 1983 to 1990, and director of the Jesuit 
Seminary Guild in Milwaukee from 1990 to 1994. He was national 
director of the Apostleship of Prayer from 1995 to 2003.

As Jack began to experience a number of serious health problems, 
he continued to do pastoral and retreat ministry in the Milwaukee 
area, moving to the St. Camillus Jesuit Community in 2006, where 
he lived until his death.

Please Remember

Pictured: Standing L-R: Fr. John Auer, S.J., Fr. Phillip J. Dougherty, S.J.   

In car L-R: Fr. Charles Kanne, S.J. ‘31, Fr. Charles F. Mullen, S.J. ‘30, Fr. Michael L. Hidelang, S.J. ‘25
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May 10, 2013 to  
October 31, 2013

WEDDINGS
Michael J. Bezousek ’00, 
married Kristi Marie Pogemiller

Michael Buse ‘95, 
married Jayme Tichauer

Peter H. Cavanaugh ‘03, 
married Stacy S. Brown

Paul T. Dushinske ‘04, 
married Emily Brazeal

Christopher M. Leahy ‘95, 
married Lindsay Spaans

Mark A. Sweigard ‘06, 
married Nichole Redington

Kevin Van Winkle ‘02 
married Elizabeth Crowley

ANNIVERSARIES
40 Years

JoAnn and William Kathrein ‘65
 
50 Years

Daryl Ann and Dick Bayer ‘55
Linda and James Hansink ‘59
Marjean and Michael Lynch ‘60
Mary and James Morrison ‘52
Joan and Harold F. Stuben, Jr. ’54
 
65 years

Jeanne and Steve Hoody ’45

Alumni
E. Stephen Adams ‘71, 
brother of Mark ‘73

Phil A. Anania ‘69, 
father of Phil ‘94

Gerald S. Bahun ‘61

Msgr. Charles F. Brodersen ‘40

James C. Buell ‘59

Rev. Robert L. Burns, S.J. ‘43

John P. Callaghan ‘44

Fil J. Catania ‘59

Ross J. Cavaleri ‘34, 
father of Jack ‘64, grandfather of Dustin  
Heng ‘97, Eric Novotny ‘98, Adam Heng ‘99, 
Joseph Novotny ‘07

Marion J. Coppola ‘43, 
brother of Nunzio ‘42 (deceased), grandfather of 
Matthew Ellis ‘91

John E. Danze, ‘40, 
brother of Bernard ‘46 (deceased)

James R. Egan, Sr. ‘50, 
father of James ‘77, Patrick ‘78, John ‘81, Daniel 

‘83, grandfather of Matthew ‘03, Peter Witt ‘12, 
Benjamin Witt ‘13, Charles Witt ‘14, Dominic Witt 

‘15, brother of Robert ‘54 (deceased)

Rift Fournier ‘54, 
brother of J.B. ‘55, John ‘58

Anthony J. Fucinaro, Sr. ‘49, 
father of Anthony ‘72, Joseph ‘74, grandfather 
of Stephen Bartlett ‘96, Jonathan Bartlett ‘01, 
Vincent Boulay ‘03, Thomas Boulay ‘15

Michael A. Gasnick ‘72, 
son of Joseph ‘49, brother of Joseph ‘71,  
Terrence ‘74

John M. Hanna ‘45, 
father of Michael ‘85, Patrick ‘91

James J. Hannigan ‘49, 
father of Timothy ‘83

Edward L. Iwersen ‘64, 
brother of James ‘63, Lawrence ‘67, Matthew ‘74, 
Robert ‘76

Thomas A. Jelinek, Sr. ‘39, 
father of Thomas ‘70, brother of Wenceslaus ‘33, 
John ‘34, Joseph ‘36, Frank ‘38 (all deceased) 

Philip B. Kirkwood, Jr. ‘56

James L. Koley ‘48, 
father of John ‘78, Patrick ‘82, grandfather of 
Benjamin ‘16

Thomas G. Kuehl ‘68, 
father of Aaron ‘96, brother of Chris ‘63, David ‘66, 
Terence ‘68, Stephen ‘69, Kevin ‘74, John ‘77

Gerald L. Lavey ‘56, 
brother of Robert ’49, James ’54 (deceased)

Eugene J. Messmer ‘47, 
brother of Robert ‘51

Anthony Joseph Militti, ‘65, 
brother of Thomas ‘66

Richard F. Myers ‘62, 
brother of Thomas ‘63

Jerome E. Olsen ‘53

Gregory J. Otterberg ‘66

Michael E. Payne ‘71, 
son of Pat Payne ‘35 (deceased), brother of 
George ‘59

Richard F. Podraza ‘71
(September 2012)

Robert P. Rayer ‘57

Richard F. Reynek ‘43, 
brother of Stanley ’43, Walter ‘45 (both 
deceased)

Thomas “Ty” Salistean II ‘92, 
son of Thomas ‘68

John C. Schultz ‘49

James R. Skryja ‘33 
(December 2012)

Frank J. Smith ‘41 
(December 2012)

Donald E. Sterba ‘51, 
brother of Edward ‘55

Robert L. Teal ‘61

Charles D. Thibodeau ‘90, 
brother of James ‘89, William ‘91, Joseph ‘93, 
Michael ‘97

Richard W. Tighe ‘40, 
grandfather of Benjamin Kalhorn ‘03, William 
Kalhorn ‘06, John Clauff ‘10

Franklin “Joe” Visek ‘53

Eugene P. Welch ‘52, 
son of Harry ‘22 (deceased), father of Michael ‘81, 
Jeffrey ‘84, brother of John ‘51

James A. Wheeler ‘56

Anton C. Zeman ‘42, 
grandfather of Logan White ‘09

Wives
Martha A. Bendon, 
wife of Michael ‘72

Kelly R. Di Giorgio, 
wife of Michael ‘67

Barbara J. (Begley) Gillin, 
wife of Edward J. Gillin ’54 

Patricia A. Gradoville, 
wife of William ‘70

Dolores (Gasson) Hahn, 
widow of Charles Gasson ‘48, grandmother of Kyle 
McGinn ‘05

Joan T. Hautzinger, 
wife of Richard ‘46, grandmother of John Berigan 

‘07, Luke Hautzinger ‘11

Mary Kay McCormack, 
wife of Michael ‘57

Janet I. Noble, 
wife of Richard ‘54

Florence Iola Payne, 
widow of Pat ‘35, mother of George ‘59, 
Michael ‘71

Jean L. Peterson, 
widow of Henry ‘32, mother of Henry ‘84

Maureen M. Regan, 
wife of Andrew ‘89

Martha Roh, 
widow of Roman ‘35

Louise Waller, 
wife of Thomas ‘50

CORRECTIONS
Susan Hartigan, 
wife of Timothy ’76 (passed away 10/9/12 and 
was omitted last issue)

Fathers
Joseph J. Bahun, 
father of Joseph ‘79

James L. Becher, 
father of Christopher ‘99

Joseph J. Bellinghiere, 
father of Ross ‘69, David ‘74 (deceased), Stephen 

‘79, grandfather of Andrew ‘00, Adam ‘05

William J. Cunningham, 
father of Thomas ‘71, James ‘72, Robert ‘73, 
David ‘75, William ‘78, Steven ‘80, grandfather 
of Dustin ‘01

Anthony P. Cyronek, 
father of Daniel ‘78

Paul J. Gibilisco, 
father of Joseph ‘07

Robert T. Hooks, 
father of Robert ‘72

William C. Huerter, 
father of William ‘70, Mark ‘73, Joseph ‘77, 
grandfather of Matthew Morgan ‘09, Benjamin 
Huerter ‘17

Patrick M. Kennedy, 
father of Michael ‘88, Matthew ‘93

Robert J. Leahy, 
father of John ‘07, Ryan ‘09

Richard O. Markley,
 father of Gary ’70

Charles F. Maxwell, Jr.,
 father of Charles ‘80, James ‘84, Timothy ‘85, 
Jeffrey ‘89, grandfather of Tomas ‘08, Otoniel, 

‘10, Michael ‘12, Patrick ‘14, Timothy ‘15

John “Red” McManus, 
father of John ‘82, Kevin ‘84

Thomas B. McNulty, Sr., 
father of Thomas ‘74, Kevin ‘76, James ‘84

Donald F. Olechoski, 
father of Craig ‘98

John R. Pesavento,
 father of Tony ‘75, Daniel ‘80 (deceased), 
grandfather of John ‘03

Louis J. Pribyl, 
father of Gerald ‘71

Joseph A. Salerno, 
father of Michael ‘71, Mark ‘76

Arthur D. Skalak, 
father of Doran ‘86

James D. Slaven,
 father of David ‘79

Julius V. Sonderman,
 father of Dennis ‘78, Michael ‘80, John ‘81, 
grandfather of Connor ‘12, Matthew Emodi ‘08, 
Michael Emodi ‘14, Andrew Emodi ‘17

Thaddeus M. Sweatte, 
father of Ralph ‘73

Francis A. Tuttle
father of Thomas ‘78

Leonard L. Van Liew,
 father of James ‘62

Peter J. Vaughn, 
father of Daniel ‘79

Richard J. Ward, 
father of John ‘93

Mothers
Jean Marie Bodner, 
mother of Chad ‘94, Ryan ‘95

Genevieve Bruno, 
mother of Ron ‘66, Joseph ‘67 (deceased), 
grandmother of Samuel Ferraro ‘95

Darlene M. Burns, 
mother of Charles ‘70

Anna J. Burton, 
mother of Patrick ‘72, Thomas ‘73, grandmother 
of Christopher ‘06, Peter ‘09

Maureen Clauff, 
mother of John ‘10, daughter of Richard Tighe ‘40 
(deceased)

Louise T. Dalhoff, 
mother of Steven ‘72, David ‘78

Kathleen C. Doyle, 
mother of David ‘76, Christopher ‘86, 
grandmother of Christian ‘05, Michael ‘11, Daniel 
Glasgow ‘00

Rosemary P. Fitzgibbons, 
mother of John ‘73, James ‘87

Donna M. Hogan-Kelley, 
mother of Timothy ‘03, Matthew ‘06

Dorothy L. Kielty, 
mother of Thomas ‘57

Mary R. King, 
mother of Brian ‘87

Lenka R. Knowski, 
mother of Michael ‘94

Marjorie E. Loughran, 
mother of David ‘72, grandmother of  
John ‘16

Joan A. Pitner, 
mother of Mark ‘79, Scott ‘87, grandmother of 
Michael ‘10, John ‘12

Kathleen Quinn-McMillan, 
mother of F. Dominic Longo ‘93, daughter of 
Courtney Quinn ‘44

L. Jane Sesto, 
mother of Michael ‘06

Lucille J. Showalter, 
mother of Paul ‘84, Steven ‘85

Rosemary M. Skrupa, 
mother of Francis ‘80

Alice R. Sterba, 
mother of Joseph ‘60

Margaret Struyk, 
mother of Raymond ‘62

Rose H. Vosik, 
mother of Robert ‘58, William ‘60, great 
grandmother of Jack and Brett ‘16 

Josephine P. Wagner, 
mother of James ‘63 (deceased)

Lauretta M. Williams, 
mother of John ‘71

Bernice M. Zakaras, 
mother of Ronald ‘65

Lucille D. Zezulak, 
mother of James ‘58, great-grandmother of 
Joseph Rodino ‘15

CORRECTIONS
Anna J. Bur, 
mother of Patrick ‘72, Thomas ’73, grandmother 
of Benjamin ’04, Christopher ‘06, Peter ‘09

Children
James B. Bloomindale, 
son of Lee ‘48 (deceased), brother of John ‘75, 
Michael ‘77

Erich J. Bohringer, 
step-son of James Toman ‘67

Erin C. Ellefson
daughter of John F. Corcoran ‘44

Vincent G. Gasson, 
son of Lorrie Gasson and Charles Gasson ‘48 
(deceased)

Jacquelyn Teeple, 
daughter of Robin and John Teeple ‘75

Daniel J. Toth, Jr., 
son of Daniel ‘54

Sylvia Bunny Watson, 
daughter of Theodore Parachini ‘30

Take, Lord, and 

receive all my 

liberty, my memory, 

my understanding, 

and my entire will. All 

I have and call my 

own. Whatever I 

have or hold, you 

have given me. 

I restore it all to 

you and surrender 

it wholly to be 

governed by your 

will. Give me only 

your love and 

grace and I am rich 

enough and ask for 

nothing more.

St. Ignatius of Loyola

Please Remember
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The 2013 honorees were Timothy F. “Tim” Sutherland ’68, Marilyn Raymer,  
E. Terry Sibbernsen ’64, Richard D. “Dick” Sibbernsen ’66 and Helen Jenkins.

The Alumnus of the Year award is given each year to an individual who embodies the values Prep aspires to 
instill in its graduates through a commitment to living a life devoted to serving others. Timothy F. “Tim” Sutherland ’68 
was honored as Creighton Prep’s 2013 Alumnus of the Year.

The Hall of Fame award is given each year to individuals who have displayed distinguished service to Prep as 
teachers, staff, coaches, alumni, parents or friends of the school. The primary consideration is to honor individuals 
who have provided direct service to Prep and who are good examples of living personal lives of faith and service. 
Marilyn Raymer, E. Terry Sibbernsen ’64 and Richard D. “Dick” Sibbernsen ’66 were inducted into the 2013 Creighton 
Prep Hall of Fame.

The Ancilla Domini award is given each year to a woman characterized by her caring, nurturing and unselfish 
dedication to her faith, family and community. The celebrated life is an example of how to use to the fullest the gifts 
given to her by God. The 2013 Ancilla Domini award recipient was Helen Jenkins.

of Honor and Distinction

Creighton Prep  
 Celebrates Five at the

Loyola Dinner20
13

Marilyn Raymer
Raised on a small farm as the ninth child in 
a family of 17, Marilyn Raymer understood 
from an early age the special kind of 
dedication and organization it took to feed a 
large group on a daily basis, an understanding 
she would use to manage and grow the food 
service program for the students of Creighton 
Prep over the past 27 years.

Included in Marilyn’s large family were her 
parents, Charles John Henderson ’39 and 
his wife, Doris, plus her nine sisters and 
five brothers. After graduating from Notre 
Dame Academy in 1969, she worked to 
help support the family, including time at a 
vending company serving Prep for six years 
before being hired by the school to manage 
food service.

For most of the past three decades, Marilyn 
has been responsible for the daily care and 

feeding of approximately 1,000 Creighton 
Prep students, organizing various vendors to 
cater and serve lunch, managing an army of 
caring parent volunteers, and stocking and 
operating the school’s vending machines. To 
date, it is estimated that Marilyn and her team 
of vendors and volunteers have served over 4.7 
million meals to Prep students.

Under her direction, the lunch program at 
Prep has also evolved from a traditional, 
cash-centric process to a cash-less system 
where parents can make online deposits to 
their sons’ accounts and track what they have 
been eating.

Marilyn’s food service at Freshman Retreat is 
also legendary, as is her ongoing support for 
BASH, Operation Others and other functions 
throughout the school year.

She has been married to Joseph Raymer, Jr. for 
41 years, and they are blessed with children 
Lisa Schmitz, Amy Mickey and Joe Raymer III 
as well as two grandchildren.

Timothy F. “Tim” 
Sutherland ‘68
The story of Tim Sutherland’s impressive 
work in the business and nonprofit worlds 
started with a family-centered decision he 
made long ago with his wife Marti to start 
his own company in the Virginia community 
they loved, a place where they could stay for 
the long term and raise children.

That company, Pace Global Energy Services 
LLC, was formed in 1976. Since then, 
with Tim’s amazing work ethic spurred 
by the value of “time on task” he learned 
at Prep, Pace Global has become a well-
known global provider of advisory services, 
project evaluation, strategic planning, 
market assessments, and risk management 
services. The company has also developed 
and deployed a unique approach to energy 
and carbon management for over 10,000 
industrial and commercial facilities in North 
America and Europe. In addition, the firm 
provides asset and risk management services 
to a large portfolio of major energy consumers 
and utility companies.

After Pace Global was acquired by Siemens 
in December 2011, Tim launched the private 
equity firm Middleburg Capital Management, 
where he serves as Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer, and works in collaboration 
with equity partners in a value-added 
approach to investing. 

Tim’s exemplary record of giving back 
includes service on the Executive Board 
of the Relevant Teaching and Innovation 
Fund at Prep, the Board of Trustees of the 
University of Notre Dame, the Advisory 
Council for Notre Dame’s Mendoza College 
of Business and Notre Dame’s Innovation 
Park Private Sector Advisory Network. He 
has also served on the Board of Directors 
of Saint Andrews School of Middletown, 
Delaware and as the Chair of The Hill School 
in Middleburg, Virginia for nine years.

In ref lecting on the critical needs he has 
seen from his travels to over 60 countries, 
Tim told Prep students at a recent Heider 
Center assembly that “the world is starved 
for Prep alumni.”

Tim received a BA from Knox College in 
Galesburg, Illinois in 1972, studied in Austria 

at the University of Vienna in 1971 and 
received an MBA from New York University 
in 1974. Tim and his wife Marti are the 
parents of two Notre Dame graduates: Cristin 
’02 and David ’07, ’10. Cristin and her husband 
Michael also have one child, Liam. 
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Richard D. “Dick” 
Sibbernsen ‘66
Serving others in the Jesuit tradition has been 
a centerpiece of the life of Dick Sibbernsen 
’66, a longstanding practice for which he was 
duly honored in 2013 with his induction into 
the Creighton Prep Hall of Fame.

“Sibber,” as he was known in high school, 
grew up with his family in the St. Margaret 
Mary parish and was active at Prep in 
organizations such as Sodality, Student 

Council and Safe Teens while excelling 
as an honors student. Upon graduation, 
Dick entered the Jesuit Novitiate at St. 
Bonifacius, Minnesota where he stayed for 
18 months before following in the footsteps 
of his brother Terry to Marquette University 
and graduating in the same year from the 
Creighton University School of Law.

Dick was admitted to the Illinois State Bar 
in 1975 and went on to achieve success in 
various management and executive roles in 
the operations and corporate staffs of U.S. 
and foreign-based companies. He retired 
in 2009 as an executive officer of the AT&T 
Corporation.

Since then, Dick has been very involved 
in the Chicago-area Ignatian Volunteer 
Corps, where he teaches in a local prison and 
provides legal assistance to members of a 
mostly Hispanic parish. He is also an adjunct 
professor in the business schools of Loyola 
University Chicago, the University of Texas 
San Antonio and the Jesuit XLRI Graduate 

School in India. His support for Jesuit 
education also extends to his high school 
alma mater and to higher education efforts 
in East Africa.

Dick and his wife Meg reside in Highland 
Park, Illinois and have been married for 42 
years. Their five children are Katie Dimit, 
Patty Wellenstein, Colleen Links, Kevin 
Sibbernsen and Dan Sibbernsen, and they are 
grandparents to eight.

E. Terry 
Sibbernsen ‘64
In his introduction of his brother Terry 
Sibbernsen ’64 at the 2013 Loyola Dinner of 
Honor and Distinction, Prep math teacher 
Scott Sibbernsen ’68 recalled Terry’s great 
dedication to his Prep studies, highlighted by 
his nightly practice of typing up the notes he 
had taken in class earlier in the day. Like all 

the other 2013 honorees who learned how to 
work hard from an early age, Terry Sibbernsen 
’64 has lived that value to the great benefit of 
the many satisfied clients of his law practice 
and Creighton Prep.

Like his brothers and fellow Creighton Prep 
Hall of Fame inductees Dick ’66 and Scott 
’68, he was blessed with the examples of great 
parents, Ed and Mickey, who taught their 
children not only about working hard but 
also the responsibility to do so in the service 
of others.

With these values in mind, Terry went on 
to receive his B.S. in Political Science from 
Marquette University, serve as a captain in 
the U.S. Army and acquire his J.D. from the 
Creighton University School of Law. From 
there, he built a successful career as a trial 
attorney, where he is now in his 40th year of 
serving clients. His Omaha firm, Sibbernsen, 
Strigenz & Sibbernsen PC, specializes in 
personal injury cases.

In the years since his high school graduation, 
Terry has remained a strong advocate for 
Creighton Prep and worked diligently to 

direct the school through his six-year tenure 
on the Governing Board between 2002 and 
2008. He currently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the St. Augustine Indian 
Mission in Winnebago, Nebraska.

Among his many professional associations, 
Terry is a Fellow of the American College of 
Trial Lawyers, a member of the American 
Trial Lawyers Association, and was named a 
Great Plains Super Lawyer for 2013. 

Terry and his wife Kathy have four children—
Bill ’87, Jennifer, Jeff ’02 and Caroline—and 
seven grandchildren.

Helen Jenkins
The 2013 Ancilla Domini award recipient, 
Helen Therese Condon Jenkins, was first 
strengthened in her Catholic faith and in the 
importance of family and community by 
her Fort Dodge, Iowa, parents, Leo and Julia 
Condon, who had already welcomed sons Bob 
and Dick a few years before Helen’s arrival on 
a cold January day.

After grade school and high school in Iowa, 
Helen followed in her mother’s footsteps to 
St. Joseph’s Nursing School in Omaha, where 
she graduated before marrying her husband 

Harry Jenkins in 1950 during his first year of 
medical school at Creighton University. Harry 
would follow his father’s path in serving as a 
faculty member there. 

Through the years, Helen and Harry made 
a powerful, committed team, raising 12 
children (six boys and six girls), all educated in 
the Catholic faith at home and in their studies 
at St. Pius X, Creighton Prep, Marian and 
Duchesne. From there, college experiences 
at Creighton, Kansas, Nebraska and Notre 
Dame further enriched their lives. 

Among the many accomplishments of their 
children, son Rev. John I. Jenkins CSC 
’72 would go on to become the president 
of the University of Notre Dame, son Joe 
’75 would practice in his father’s specialty, 
gastroenterology, and, like their mother, four 
of the Jenkins daughters became nurses. 

When she wasn’t caring for Harry, their 
12 children or their growing group of 
grandchildren (who now number 43), Helen 
touched many lives and made countless 
friends through her volunteer work at 

Creighton Prep, St. Pius X, St. Leo Catholic 
Church, Creighton St. Joseph’s Hospital and 
the Christ Child Society.

Though Harry passed in 2004, Helen 
continues to live her dedication to her faith, 
family and community through her acts of 
self less giving that serve as a great example 
to her children, grandchildren and now 15 
great grandchildren.

Nicholas J. Bowden ’02 
is CEO of MindMixer, a web 
platform designed to encourage 
collaboration for better 
communities. Over the past four 
years, more than 1.5 million 
people have utilized MindMixer 
technology as a way to become 
more productive and bring 
about change where they live 
and work.

Brian J. Fahey ’94 is 
president and owner of Missouri 
River Title. Since 2008, he has 
tripled the company’s employees 
from five to 15 and increased 
the company’s annual loan 
transactions from $16 million to 
$300 million.

Steve K. Gordon, Jr. ’92 is 
the founder and CEO of brand 
development firm RDQLUS as 
well as being an award-winning 
designer, an internationally-
published author and a keynote 
speaker. His clients include Nike, 
ABC/Disney and T-Mobile. 

Othello H. Meadows III ’94 
is the Executive Director for 
Seventy-Five North Revitalization 
Corp., an organization that 
brings opportunity into the 36-
acre Highlander neighborhood 
in north Omaha, an area that 
has traditionally suffered from 
lack of investments in education, 
housing and services. 

“40 Under 40” 
H O N ORS  FOUR  PREP  ALUMNI

The Midlands Business Journal
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Creighton Prep has a long and storied tradition in athletics that dates back over 100 years. During that time, Prep 
has accumulated over 117 state championships in 10 different sports. A summary of last year's summer and fall seasons 
follows below.

SPORTS
CREIGHTON PREP

SUMMER / FALL

 BASEBALL
Summer Baseball – PI Midwest

3rd consecutive American Legion state title

Final record 50-12

Final four in regional

 FOOTBALL
7-4

8th place finish in the state

 CROSS COUNTRY
District Champions

3rd place finish at state

 TENNIS
2nd place finish at districts

3rd place finish at state 

View game summaries on the Creighton Prep Sports Pulse page 
and follow live game updates on Twitter @cpvarsitysports.

Yellow 
Submarine
March 1971
Forty-five years ago, in November 1968, the animated film “Yellow Submarine” was released, telling the tale 
of a musical undersea world called Pepperland that was attacked by creatures called Blue Meanies. After the 
attack, a sailor is dispatched in a yellow submarine to England to enlist help from the Beatles, who journey 
musically through a number of challenges back to Pepperland to save the day.

A few years later, as Greg Mollner ’72 recalls, a young Jesuit named Jonathan Haschka, S.J. came up with the 
idea of staging “Yellow Submarine” as a play. A call was eventually placed to Apple Records to get permission 
to do the play and it was granted.

In March of 1971, the “Yellow Submarine” rock musical was presented at Prep over the course of two weekends 
with special effects and a style that were seen as a departure from the other productions that had preceded 
it at the school. The play was directed by Fr. Haschka, who was assisted by the late Mrs. Marie DeMott, the 
theater director. Mr. Gary Giombi managed lighting, Fr. Haschka was in charge of special effects and Thomas 
M. Belford ’71 was the key grip. Father Haschka also recalls that, “from the bare bones script, the students 
invented dialogue and movement, and made the play into a hippie, psychedelic ‘happening.’”

The set was accented by inflatable trees, f lowers and blobs with black light paint. Lighting was done with slide 
projectors, bowls of jello and 16mm projectors using film loops specially shot for the various scenes. 

Renditions of Beatles songs were performed by a group consisting of 
Michael D. Coyle ’72 on bass, Robert E. Glaser ’71 on organ (who made 
a career as a piano player, also performing in five bands and producing five 
CDs), John J. Lynch ’71 on drums and Matthew R. Oberst ’71 (who 
much later would become the father of famed musician, Conor M. Oberst 
’98) on guitar. Large crepe paper f lowers were also given out at the end of 
each performance. 

The event was later recounted for posterity with a two-page spread in the 1971 Jay Junior. In addition, Greg 
Mollner’s recollection is that the Prep production was a big success. But, as plans were being made to take it to 
other Jesuit schools in other cities, with Kansas City a possible first stop followed hopefully by a performance 
in Chicago, a follow-up call with Apple Records took place and the company advised Prep to fold up the show. 

Though it ended all too quickly, Greg still has fond memories of that time and of Fr. Haschka as a hip, young 
Jesuit who was “the mentor for a lot of us as we struggled to find ourselves. We were the generation of 
Woodstock, peace, love, dove and the anti-war movement… Fr. Haschka was the voice of reason.”
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Richard “Dick” Bayer ‘55 grew up in the Benson area of Omaha and 
graduated from St. Bernard’s in 1951. During his time as a student at 
Prep, he ran track each year, participated in basketball for two years, 
and started as center and linebacker on the varsity football team his 
junior and senior years. 

After graduation, he and future Creighton Prep Athletic Hall of 
Fame inductee, the late Bob Varley ’55, both headed to St. Ambrose 
College in Davenport, Iowa to play football and continue their 
educations. Dick’s collegiate football career was cut short by a 
serious knee injury but he continued the rest of his schooling at St. 
Ambrose, earning his B.A. in physics with a minor in math. He then 
attended the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to pursue an electrical 
engineering degree, but that endeavor lasted only one semester.

In 1960, Dick accepted a position at Mutual of Omaha as a 
programmer, but he always felt that he had a knack for teaching. 
While at Mutual, one of his former science teachers from Prep, Fr. C.J. 
Hogan, S.J., reached out to him and told him that the school was in 
need of a physics teacher, thus beginning a career that would span the 
next 51 years at the school. After one year in the science department, 
he was summoned to teach math and would work alongside such Prep 
legends as Fr. Henry L. Sullivan, S.J. ‘10, Buck Miller, Fr. Tom Haller, 
S.J. ’38, P.J. Gradoville and Mr. Dudley Allen.

Along with teaching, Dick developed a passion for coaching at Prep. 
In the fall of 1962, he helped Coach Allen and Coach Gradoville lead 
the freshman football team to an undefeated season and an Intercity 
championship. Track, gymnastics and soccer were sports he would 
also coach well into the 1990s.

In the classroom, he taught freshman algebra, college algebra and 
advanced geometry, grading on a scale so he could challenge his 
students. In the mid-‘90s, area eighth-grade math students would 
arrive early at Prep to learn in Dick’s “zero hour” class so that they 
could get back to their schools by first period. He would then teach a 
full class schedule the rest of the day. 

In 1973, a nagging knee injury eventually led to back issues that would 
require surgery and wearing hiking boots at school. Dick says, “By the 

grace of God, we went hiking that 
summer. I wanted to avoid surgery 
at all costs. I bought hiking boots 
for the trip and my back felt great 
whenever I wore them. Ever since 
then, my back has been feeling great 
as long as I purchase a new set of 
boots every three years!”

When asked about spending the 
majority of his teaching career at 
Prep, he replied, “Teaching was not 
a job; it was something I just enjoyed doing.” He credited much of his 
success to Prep parents, as they were the ones paying tuition, noting 
that, “When parents expect kids to do well, they seem to do well.” 

Dick and his wife Daryl Ann celebrated their 50th anniversary this 
past summer in the hills of Colorado. The couple has eight children, 
including five boys who attended Prep: Martin ’83, Robert ’87, Sean 
’93, Steve ’96 and Andy ’97. The couple also has 23 grandchildren. The 
entire family even meets once a month at the Bayer’s home to share a 
meal and celebrate the many birthdays and anniversaries in the group.

Faculty 
Spotlight
Richard “Dick” Bayer ‘55 – 
51 years of service

“TEACHING  

WAS NOT A 

JOB; IT WAS 

SOMETHING I 

JUST ENJOYED 

DOING.”

BASH plays a very important role in Prep’s ongoing commitment to deliver educational 
excellence to over 1,025 young men. The monies raised during BASH are a key component 
in our ability to keep tuition affordable for everyone, as well as to provide more than $1.82 
million in financial assistance annually to approximately 45 percent of our students. 

BECOME A PREMIER PARTNER

Help us underwrite BASH by becoming a Premier Partner. 
Sponsorships include a Sullivan Society membership, 
a full page catalog ad, a table for 10 at BASH 
and more. Call 402.548.3858 or email 
aknig@prep.creighton.edu to learn more.

PATRON PARTY

Sunday, April 6 at the home of Jill and George Morrissey.

GET YOUR SEATS NOW

Corporate tables and individual tickets are available. Call 
402.548.3881 or email gcomi@prep.creighton.edu. 

VOLUNTEER TO SELL RAFFLE TICKETS

Help us sell raffle tickets for a grand prize drawing of 
$10,000. Tickets are $100, 3 for $250, 7 for $500 or 
15 for $1000. 

BASH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Rick Berger ’76 * Don Erftmier ’83 * Jen Kennedy 
Julie Kenney * Dave Maenner * Katie Martin 
Jill Morrissey * Beth Pusic

eBASH

March 21 through April 11
eBASH is your opportunity to participate in BASH 2014 
without leaving the comfort of your home. Bid online for 
Prep items, trips and ticket opportunities in the days before 
BASH. For more eBASH news, call 402.548.3803 or 
email dpiep@prep.creighton.edu. 

MAKE AN AUCTION DONATION

Donate a gift or monetary donation to support the 
live auction, silent auction or eBASH (online) auction. 
Gifts of all varieties and sizes are truly needed and 
appreciated! Some popular gift categories include: 
electronics, home items, jewelry, kitchenware, vacation 
homes, theme baskets, gift certificates, and more. You could 
donate a gift on your own or go in with other families for 
a larger item. Don’t feel like shopping for a gift? Monetary 
donations also are greatly appreciated! If you are interested 
in contributing an auction item, please contact Terri Haller, 
BASH auction acquisition coordinator, at 402.548.3845 
or visit www.PrepBASH.com. 

PURCHASE A RAFFLE TICKET

Your chance to win $10,000. Call 402.548.3881 or 
email gcomi@prep.creighton.edu to request your 
ticket. Drawing is April 26.

www.PrepBASH.com
Like us on Facebook!

BASH is a big undertaking, but with the help of our Prep community members, 
we come together each year to put together a successful event – and have a little 
fun along the way! If you are interested in volunteering in some capacity or have 
any questions about the event, please contact Amy Knight at 402.548.3858 
or by email at aknig@prep.creighton.edu.

28 29CP ALUMNI NEWS WINTER 2014



Get plugged 
in to Prep

Find out what’s happening at our school - visit our  
newly designed site at www.creightonprep.org

 
WAR NAME MILITARY BRANCH DATE OF DEATH

WWI Cyril Holbrook '15 Navy 10/10/18
WWI John O'Toole '19/wd Unknown Unknown
WWI Sgt. Fred Peck '12/wd Army 12/18/18
WWI Frederick Wharton '12/wd Army 8/12/17
WWII Pvt. H. Joseph Barrett '44 Army 3/6/45
WWII 1Lt. Thomas R. Barron '26 Unknown 11/19/43
WWII 2Lt. S. Thomas Batson '37 Army Air Force 2/8/44
WWII Pvt. Ross T. Belifore '40/wd Army 10/26/44
WWII August H. Bode '30 Unknown Unknown
WWII Pvt. Robert F. Bogard '44 Marine Corps 9/15/44
WWII T SG John L. Cantoni '37 Army 1/4/45
WWII LT Laurence J. Carl '34 Navy 6/23/43
WWII Capt. Anthony B. Chapek '33 Army 12/22/44
WWII Pvt. Ernest D. Coad '32 Unknown 11/22/44
WWII LCDR Edward D. Crowley '21 Navy 11/10/43
WWII 2Lt. Joseph J. Dougherty '38 Army 10/11/44
WWII CDR Henry R. Dozier '22 Navy 11/5/44
WWII Pvt. Guy V. Furay, Jr. '42 Army 1/7/44
WWII 1Lt. John W. Gill '39 Army 2/23/45
WWII Maj. James J. Gleason '29 Army 2/7/43
WWII Capt. Anthony S. Greco '34 Army 6/22/44
WWII Pvt. Donald A. Hauth '33/wd Army 8/1/42
WWII Sgt. Morgan J. Heafey '40 Army Air Force 12/31/44
WWII Sgt. Bernard T. Healy '38 Army Air Force 12/31/44
WWII 2Lt. James T. Hogan '38 Army Air Force 3/29/44
WWII Fred J. Jardon '29 Unknown Unknown
WWII SOM3C Albert J. Jones '43 Navy 9/17/45
WWII Lt. Thomas Joyce '42/wd Army Air Force 1944
WWII QM3 Leo B. Kalamaja '33/wd Navy 10/24/44
WWII Lt. James L. Leary '37 Army Air Force 4/16/43
WWII Capt. George F. Lynch '35 Marine Corps 4/1/45
WWII Pfc. Anthony J. Mancuso '40 Army 4/15/45
WWII Lt. Robert L. Mason '41 Army Air Corps 12/15/45
WWII Pfc. Robert E. McCarthy '44/wd Marine Corps 1/9/44
WWII S.Sgt. Thomas J. McCaslin '36 Army Air Force 6/22/44
WWII Lt. John J. McCormick '38 Army Air Force 5/22/45
WWII 2Lt. Harold T. McKenna, Jr. '36 Army 9/3/44
WWII S.Sgt. Edward McKim '36 Marine Corps 7/26/44
WWII Capt. Dr. Charles J. Mooter '35 Army 12/15/43
WWII PO2 Edward F. Morearty '39 Navy 8/9/42
WWII 2Lt. Charles T. O'Connor '41 Army Air Force 1/15/44
WWII Francis O'Neill '29 Unknown Unknown
WWII S.Sgt. Edward P. Palmer '36 Army Air Force 11/23/43
WWII ENS John J. Parle '38 Naval Reserve 7/10/43
WWII Pfc. Frank Prendergast '39 Army 6/12/45
WWII Lt. Robert E. Roach '39 Army Air Force 7/20/43
WWII 2Lt. LeRoy J. Rochford '41 Army Air Force 1/21/46
WWII S.Sgt. John J. Rush '40 Army 10/17/44
WWII Richard V. Schall '39 Marine Corps 9/19/44
WWII Sgt. Leoard Seidell '32/wd Army 12/14/41
WWII Sgt. Robert E. Shaddy '43 Army Air Force 3/2/45
WWII 1Lt. Mark E. Sherman '41 Army 1/10/45
WWII T SG Thomas E. Smith '39 Army Air Force 6/24/44
WWII Joseph J. Treglia '42 Unknown Unknown
WWII Pfc. Fred T. Wehbey '30 Army 7/11/44
WWII Lt. John W. Winship '33 Army Air Force 1941
WWII 1Lt. Eugene L. Ziesel '37 Army Air Force 01/11/43
Korea Cpl. Gerald J. Connolly '47/wd Marine Corps 11/3/50
Korea Pvt. Leonard G. Glica '47/wd Army 5/26/51
Korea 2d Lt. Robert J. Watherston '47 Air Force 9/13/53
Korea Maj. Arthur G. Bonifas '61 Army 8/18/76
Viet Nam Pfc. Terence E. Barney '66 Marine Corps 3/17/69
Viet Nam 1st Lt. Terrence H. Griffey '58/wd Air Force 5/26/66
Viet Nam SP5 David J. Nachtigall '66 Army 2/23/70
Viet Nam Pfc. Craig S. Shelton '64 Marine Corps 1/25/67
Viet Nam Capt. Karl D. Sobolik '52 Air Force 11/26/66
Viet Nam LCPL Michael J. Wilson '64 Marine Corps 6/2/67
9/11 Attacks Mr. Michael E. Tinley '63 Civilian 9/11/01
Afghanistan CW02 Christopher M. Allgaier '91 Army 5/30/07

CREIGHTON PREP MEMORIAL WALL
To the best of our knowledge, 69 Creighton Prep alumni made the ultimate sacrifice in protecting our great country 
throughout six military conflicts. These men, along with all former Creighton Prep ordained Jesuits and those faculty 
members who worked at Prep 20 years or more, will be honored this upcoming Memorial Day during a dedication ceremony 
for the Creighton Prep Memorial Plaza.

Save the date for the dedication ceremony—Friday, May 30th. Further information will be sent out at a later date.

In the meantime, please review the list below. If you are aware of a Prep alumnus not listed below, please contact the Alumni 
Office at 402.548.3851, and provide as many details as possible about their death.
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Athletic Hall of Fame 
Tuesday, March 11, 2014
Join us on Tuesday, March 11, 2014 in the Henry L. Sullivan, S.J. Campus 
Center to celebrate the induction of the following into the Creighton Prep 
Athletic Hall of Fame:

Athletes

Leo Von Tersch ‘56 
Frank Spenceri ‘61 
Tim Rogers ‘78 
Jeff Koenigsman ‘81 
Steve Gordon ‘92 
Steve Hicks (dec.) ‘02 
Zach Potter ‘05

Contributor

Ed Spethman ‘48

Team

1963 Football Team

Tickets are $50 each and you can RSVP at  
www.creightonprep.org/ahof. The event begins at  
6:00 p.m. and dinner is served at 6:45 p.m.


